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HE very great benefit I receivd 
Vom reading the late reverend Doctor 
Es Clarke's parephraſe on the four E- 
CPI vangeliſts (which I now earneſtly re- 
commend to the careful peruſal of every ſerious 
. Chriſtian) put me on writing the following para- 
phraſe on the ſeven Catholick Epiſtles. It was 
originally defign'd only for the uſe of my own 
family; the reaſon of its appearing now in pub- 
lick is the hope that it may be of ſome advan- 
rage to the unlearned reader; as to the more 
learned part of the world, it can be of na other 
ſervice to them, but to excite them to 4 more 
MESS. Ds 
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” _ The PREFACE. 
As the deſign of this paraphraſe is chiefly 
ractical, ſo I have avoided, as much as poſſible, 
all nice and ſpeculative views ; and have no fur- 
ther touch'd upon them, but juſt to grve the ſenſe 
of the authors as well as I was able. I am in- 
deed ſenſible I differ in my opinion from ſeveral 
much more knowing and judicious perſons than 
myſelf, as to the perſons to whom the two epiſtles 
of St. Peter were wrote; they ſuppoſing them to 
be the converted Gentiles, whereas I think they 
 wvere wrote to the Iſraelitiſn nation, particularly 
the diſpers'd ten tribes. The firſt of theſe opinions 
was alſo mine when. I ſat. down to paraphraſe 
them; but when I confider d the apoſtle Peter 
was more immediately the apoſtle of the circum- 
cifion, that he quotes thoſe predictions of Hoſea 
as fulfill d in their , converſion, which only can 


relate to the Iiraelitiſh nation, that he addreſſes | 


Zo them as ſtrangers in the nations in which the 


Were diſpers'd, and by the name of loft ſheep, which 


moſt immediately refers to the apoſtate houſe of | 


Iſrael; I alter d my judgment, and gave it ano- 
ther turn, which runs thro' the whole paraphraſe. 
But as this is a matter of pure ſpeculation, and 
the precepts in thoſe Pf 
Jew and Gentile on their becoming chriſtians, 
T think it of very ſmall importance which is the 
truth; nor ſhall J trouble the reader or myſelf 
any further about it. 8 
Chriſtianity is a fervent call of a fallen or- 
der of beings, to repentance, holineſs and obe- 
dience ; the chriſtian religion is contain d in the 
Neu Teſtament ; the examining the authors them- 
ſelves is the way to underſland that religion, 


les equally oblige both- 
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and by carefully peruſing their works, we are to 
find out what was their own ſentiments at the 

time of their writing. - Whoever purſues this 

| method will find the apoſtles minds wholly intent 
upon their work, their breaſts glowing with love to 
their maſter, and zeal in promoting his laws ; and 
| therefore tho ſeveral beautiful views are thrown. 
into their works by the bye, yet practical reli- 
gion is the main deſign of the goſpel, in which 
lain laws are clearly laid down, and inforc'd 
by the ſtrongeſt ſanctions; eternal life or death, 
being made the conſequence of our actions; and 
which affords us at the ſame time the moſt com- 
fortable and afſur'd hope of pardon and forgive- 
neſs, on repentance and reformation. 

I have endeavour'd to the utmoſt of my power 
to repreſent things as they were in the apoſiles 
minds while they were writing, nor have I either 
added to, or dimimi/ſh'd from what appear d to 

me to be their ſentiments; yet I am very ſenſible 
of great defects in this Work, which no man would 
be more glad to ſee mended than myſelf; tho I may 
| ſay they are of ſuch a nature as can do no real 
prejudice to the honeſt enguirer, as at worſt af- 
= fefting only ſome ſpeculative notions, but no way 

„ 3 miſleading in thoſe more weighty points of the 

7 law, love to God, and the love of our neighbour : 

f HBeſides, I defire no man to follow me implicitly, 

| but to ſee with bis own eyes, which he will beſt 

- do when the text and paraphraſe are plac'd be- 

ere him in one view: and further, this may 

5 put ſeveral into a method of examining for them- 

- | /efves, which without it they might never have 

A fell into. 

That 
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' That this work may be a means of awakening: 


both myſelf and others to a thorough ſenſe of our 0 

duty, and to a more cloſe attention to the laws WF” 

of Jeſus Chrift our king and head under the ſu- 40 

preme God and Father of all, in order to & 

diligent and uniform practice; is the fincere pray 1 

er of the author. | | fc 
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ous Life. Religion founded on Reaſon, and the Right 
of private Judgment. The Evidence of a future State, 
on the Principles of Reaſon and Revelation, diſtinctiy b 
conſider d. The Nature, Folly, and Danger of ſcoffing = 
at Religion. VN Ort 5 
In the Preſs. The third Edition of the Uſefulneſc, 
Truth, and Excellency of the Chriſtian Revelation de- 
fended, againſt the Objections contained in a late Book, 
intitled, Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. Both theſe 
by James Foſter. 8 | 
A Free and Impartial Study of the Holy Scriptures 
recommended. | a 
Vol. 1, Containing Notes on ſome peculjar Texts ; 
with Diſcourſes and Obſervations on the following Sub- 
jects, vis. 1. Of the Quotations from the Old Teſta- 
ment in the Apocrypha.: 2. Of the wag, hy Verſion 
of the Bible ; and the Difference berween the Citations, 
as they lie in the New Teſtament, and the Original 
Paſſages in the Old. 3. Chriſtians not bound by any Au- 
thority of the Law of Moſes in the Ten Commandments. 
4. Of the Doxology at the End of the Lord's-Prayer. 
Of bleſſing the Euchariſtical Elements : and of Grace 
before and after Meat. 5. The Son of God knows the 
Hearts of Men; and, of Anger, Catechiſing, Sc. 6. A 
Paſſage in Biſhop Peanſon on the Creed, and another in 
Biſhop Patrick's Commentaries, examin'd. 7. Of the 
Soul; its Immortality, Immateriality, Sc. with the 
Impoſſibility of proving a Future State by the Light of. 
Nature; and of the Place where Good Men ſhall dwell 
after the Reſurrection. ww. h 
Vol. 2. Containing; 1. A new Lift of Errors noted in 
the preſent Hebrew Copies of the Old Teſtament. 2. 
{ Notes on ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 3. Diſcourſes on 
the Reality, Kinds, and Number of our Saviour's Mi- 
racles ; occaſion d by Mr. Moolſton's Six Diſcourſes. The 
meaning of the ward, God; and the Doctrine of Provi- 
dence. The Nature of Sacrifices ; particularly of the 
J Sacrifice of Chriſt, The Original of Evil. The Na- 
; ture of Ordination. A Review of the former Volume, 
particularly relating to the Paſſage in Biſhop Pearſon 
on the Creed, concerning the meaning of the word, Al- 
mighty, in the fixth Article; and to the Nature of 
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A Defenſe of the Difcourſe on the Impoſſibility of 
proving a Future State by the Light of Nature; with 
an Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. Groves's Thoughts on the 8 
ſame Subject. | | 3 

Index Librorum MSS. Græcorum, & Verfionum An. 
tiquarum Novi Fæderis, quos Viri eruditiſſimi J. Millius 
& L. Kuſterus cum tertia editione Stephanica contule- 
runt. All thefe by Zoſeph Hallerr, Jun. 1 

Novatiani Opera, cum copioſiſſimis Obſervationibus 
& Notis, in quibus totum argumentum auctoris de Re- 
gula Fidei ex veterum Patrum Monimentis late diſcuti- 
tur. Præmittitur Diſſertatio de Filii Dei Homoouſio, 
five Cocfſentialitate uni Deo Patri. Studio Joannis 
Fackſon, Eccleſ. Angl. Presb. | Y 

A ſecond Edition of, A Defence of Human Liberty, 
in anſwer to the principal Arguments which have been 
alledged againſt ir, 0 particularly to Cato's Letters on 
that Subject. In which Defence, the Opinion of the 
Antients concerning Fate, is alſo diſtinctly and largely? 
conſider d. To which is added, A Vindication of Hu- 
man Liberty: In anſwer to a Diſſertation on Liberty 
and Neceſſity; Written by A. C. Eſq; By John ach. 
fon, Rector of Rofſingron in the County of York, and 
Mafter of Wig ſton's Hoſpital in Leiceſter. 5 

Cyropædia: Or, The Inſtitution of Cyrus, concerning 
Religion and Government. Tranſlated from the Greek? 
Original of Xenophon, by the late Honourable Maurice 
Ashley, Eſq; (Brother to the late Earl of Shaftsbury.) 
Addreſs'd to the Lady Elizaberh Harris, in a Diſſerta- 
tion upon the true Liberty of Thinking, in Matters 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. By the Tranſlator, In 2 
Vol. 8 o. | | = 

Eight Diſcourſes upon the Myſtery of Godlineſs, from 
1 Tim. iii. 16. By John Platts. Y 

The uninterrupred Succeſſion of Biſhops, prov'd not 
neceſſary to the Conveyance of the Miniſterial Office, and 
the Validity of Ordinances in the Church: Wherein is 
confider'd the Nature of the Sanhedrim, the Synggogue, 
and the Rights of Societies, before the Writings of tha 
Sacred Books, and fince they were written, | 
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CHAP. 1, 


Afiifions for the ſake of the goſpel matter of great 

joy; patience under them, and how we are to ask 
it of God, ver. 2. Temptation to {in not from God, 
the giver of all good; but from our own luſts, ver. 13. 
We ſhould attend to God's law, ſhould avoid ſtrife 
and anger, and all evil paſſions ; ſhould receive the 
opel with meekneſs, and ſhould regulate our actions 
y it, ver. 19. Who is truly religious, ver. 26. 


1 4 JAMES, ſet apart to the Ser- 1 JAMES a ſervant 
vice of the one ſupreme God, of God, and of 
and of Jeſus Chrift our Lord and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - 
2X5 Lawgiver; for the ſpreading of the 3 1 _ 
© 1aws and doctrines of the goſpel: Proad arccüng- 4 
that I may moſt effectually . xa Seseting⸗ 
this ſervice, ſend this epiſtlè to you | 8 
my brethren of the twelve tribes | „ 
of Jael, who are diſperſed throughh- A 
out the known world; wiſhing you 8 e 


eternal life and felicity. 


2 A PAAATHRASE om Chap. I. 


2 My brethren, 
count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers 
remprations; 


3 Knowing zhis, 
that the trying of 
your faith worketh 
patience, 


4 But let pati- 
ence have her perfect 
work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing, 


5 If any of you 
lack wiſdom, let him 
ask of God, that ꝑiv- 
eth to all men libe- 


2. Particularly I addreſs myſelf to 
you, my brethren, who with honeſt 
minds have embraced the Chriſtian 
Religion; and who on account of 
your molt holy faith are expoſed to 
the rage and malice of wicked and 
ungodly men: exhorting you to ſuſ- 
tain all the evils you may be expo- 
ſed to, with reſolution and chear- 
fullneſs; fince if duly conſider'd, 


they are fo far from being a cauſe 
of concern and ſorrow, that they 


are a juſt reaſon for the greateſt joy 
and exultation. | 
3. Andindeed you ought not to be 
ignorant, that God in his all-wiſe 
providence permits you to be exer- 
ciſed with theſe ſufferings, as ſo ma- 
ny trials of the fincerity of your 


faith, and obedience; under which 


if you behave as you ought to do, 
they will beget in you, a ſubmiſſive 
and refign'd temper of mind, a diſ- 

fition abſolutely neceſſary for the 
upport of the Chriſtian life. 

4. But then be ſure to cultivate 
this diſpoſition with the utmoſt care 
and diveſting yourſelves of all wrath, 
anger and peeviſhneſs, poſſeſs your 
breaſts with meekneſs, patience and 
love; and having the laws of Chriſt 


always before your eyes, exerciſe 


the utmoſt kindneſs and compaſſion, 
to thoſe who hate you, and perſe- 
cute you ; whereby you will become 
perfect Chriſtians, and attain to the 


_ dignity of coming neareſt to God 


himſelf, who is kind even to the 


evil, and unthankful. 


5. And know this for your exceed- 
ing great comfort, that if any fin- 
cere Chriſtian finds himſelf ready to 
faint under his ſufferings, and * 
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Chap. I. 
ful leſt, preſt by the ſeverity of his 
trials, he ſhould forfeit his integrity; 
and for want of prudence and reſolu- 
tion blemiſh his moſt holy religion; 
he may aſſure himſelf, if with humi- 
lity he implores prudence and under- 


ſtanding 
himſelf; that God, who of his great 


goodneſs beſtows on us all the bleſ- 
we enjoy, ſeeing his fincetity 


ſings 
3 humility, will neither upbraid 


nor reje& him for his weakneſs; but 


kindly give him all that ſupport and 
aſſiſtance, which is neceſſary for 
him. | 

6. But let his petitions, which 
he puts up to God, flow from a 
faithſul mind, reſolute thro' the di- 
vine aid to preſerve his integrity; 


for the man who is irreſolute, whe- 


ther he ſhall preſerve his integrity 
in the day of trial, will ſoon give up 
his religion, and become a prey to 
every temptation, which he will no 
longer be able to reſiſt, 

7. For by that very irreſolute diſ- 
poſition, he throws himſelf out of 
the divine protection, and diſquali- 
fies bimſelf for the reception of 
that aid and aſſiſtance, which God 
is always ready to beftow on the 
fincere, tho weak Chriſtian, 

8. For 'tis impoſſible that a man, 
who is uncertain in his own mind, 
ſhould ſteadily purſue any valuable 


and great deſign; for the man who 


is unſteady in his thoughts, will al- 
ſo be unſteady in his actions. 

9. And whereas the perſecutions 
to which your ſteady adherence to 
the Chriſtian Religion expoſes you, 
are a real ſubject for joy and tri- 
umph; fo in particular let * Chri- 

| 133388 2 


St. AME S. 3 


rally, and unbraideth 
not; and it ſhall be 
given him, 


of God, how to behave 


6 But let him ask 
in faith, nothing wa- 
vering : for he that 
wavereth, is like a 
wave of the ſea, dri- 
ven with the wind, 
and toſſed. | 


7 For let not that 
man think that he 


ſhall receive anything 
of the Lord. * 


8 A double-mind- 
ed man is unſtable in 
all his ways, 


9 Let the brother 
of low degree rejoice 


in that he is exalted, 


ſtian 
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10 But the rich, 
in that he is made 
low: becauſe- as the 


flower of the graſs 


he ſhall paſs away, 


Il For the ſun is 


no ſooner. riſen with 


a burning heat, hut it 
withereth the graſs, 
and the flower there- 
of falleth, and the 
grace of the faſhion 
of it periſheth : ſo al- 
ſo ſhall the 1ich man 
fade away in his 
ways. | 

12 Bleſſed is the 


man that endureth 


temptation: for when 
he is tried, he ſhall 
receive the crown of 
life which the Lord 
hath promiſed to 
them that love him, 


APARAPHRASE on 
ſtian who from a low ſtation be- 


able goodneſs will beſtow on him 3 


Chap. 1. 


comes impoveriſhed, and deſtitute 
of the very neceſſarys of life; let 
him, I ſay, rejoice with exceeding 
Joy ; fince theſe very ſufferings will 
raiſe him to the moſt exalted ſtate 
he is capable of; in that his faith 
has made him rich in good works, 
an heir of the kingdom of God; and 
intitled him to be a partaker of that 
glory, which ſhall be revealed in 
the day of righteous retribution. I 
10. So allo let the Chriſtian of an 
higher ſtation, rejoice, in that he is 
ſtript of his ſuperfluities, and redu- 
ced to the loweſt rank of life; as 
knowing, that God of his unſpeak- * 


thoſe true riches which are of eyer- Þ 
laſting duration, and thereby abun- 
dantly recompenſe the loſs of theſe * 
periſhing riches, which fade and diſ- 
appear as the flower of the graſs | 
before the ſcorching rays of the 
ſun, 1 
11. For as the flower of the field 
fadeth, and as the graſs withereth, 
thro' the intenſe heat of the ſun; 
whereby its beauty is loſt for ever; 
ſo ſhall the rich and powerful be de- 
prived of all their boaſted wealth, 
and greatneſs ; which once loſt will 
be of no further advantage to them. 
12. But he is indeed a happy per- 
ſon, who patiently reſigning himſelf, 
and all he poſſeſſes, to the will of 
God, ſubmits to all manner of tem- 
poral evils, for the ſake of religion 
and virtue ; and rather than give up 
his integrity endures the utmoſt rage 
of cruel and ungodly men : he ſhall 
ſtand approved in the day of judg- 

ment, and with the greateſt a 
1 pluſh, 


p anal ˙ .u——æ.-ͥ — + 


Chap: J. 
plauſe, ſhall receive the higheſt re- 


ward, even a crown of life and im- 
mortality, which God who cannot lie, 
has promiſed by Jeſus Chriſt, to all 


e 
— — 


laws, demonſtrate their love of him. 
13. But as to thoſe temptations, 
which ariſe from a depraved diſpo- 
fition, bad examples, and vicious 
habits ; theſe are to be confider'd 
in a very different light, from thoſe 
outward afflitions which God per- 
mits for the trial of our faith, and 
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is exerciſe of our patience; theſe being 
1- the ſprings of all the diſorder in the 
15 moral world : therefore let no Man 
c ſay, that theſe irregular deſires are 
m trials ſent him by God, and there- 


fore to be ſubmitted to ; for as God 


n- is infinitely perfect, and cannot in the 
ſe leaſt be turn'd afide from what is 
iſ. © abſolutely wiſe and juſt, ſo he will 
iſs not do any thing, which may be a 
nc means of betraying any man into 

vice and folly, either by implanting 
1d in him ſuch paſſions as he can't go- 


vern, or giving him up to the power 
n; of any other being. 


= which a man is expoſed to of this 
th, kind, are from his giving way to 


vill his own irregular defires, and: appe- 
n. tites; which when the mind once 
er- liſtens to, and entertains with plea- 
elf, ſure, it loſes its innocence, and 


becomes faulty, as being prepar'd to 
m- put them in practice on the firſt op- 
ion portunity : which when put in prac- 
tice, we come under the penalty, 
age death; and nothing more remains, 
but the fearful expectation of ha vin 
the ſentence paſs d, and execute 
upon us. 1 


St. JAMES. 


thoſe, who by ſteadily obeying his 


r z 1 14 & 15. But the temptations 


13 Let no man 
is when he is tempt- 
ed, 


I am tempted of © 


God ; for God can- 
not be tempted with 
evil, neither tempt- 
eth he any man, 


14 But every man 


is tempted, when be 


is drawn away of his 
own luſt, and enti- 
ced. 


15 Then when luſt 


hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth ſin 3 
and ſin when it is 
finiſhed , bringeth 
forth death. | 


16 17. 


* 
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5 APARAPRASE on Chap. I. 


16 Do not err, 
my beloved brethren. 

17 Every good 
gilt, and every per- 
ect gift is from a- 
bove, and cometh 
down from the Fa- 


ther of lights, with 
whom is no yaria- 


bleneſs, neither ſha- 
dow of turning. 


18 Of his own will 
begat he us with the 
word of truth, that 
we ſhould be a kind 
of firſt- fruits of his 
creatures. 


ten Son, (that moſt perfect teacher 


16 C 17. My dearly beloved bre- 
thren, be very careful not to impoſe 
upon yourſelves, in a matter of ſo 
great importance; nor imagine that 
vice and diſorder can proceed from 
an infinitely wiſe and pure being. 
No ! nothing can mw from him, 
but what is fit and right ; for he is 
not only the author of every good 
and perfect gift, as being that ſu- 
preme one, who made us, and has 
endow'd us with all our powers of 
underſtanding and reaſon ; and al- 
ſo of his great bounty hath afforded 
us revelation after revelation, for 
our inſtruction and reformation ; but 
is alſo invariably good, and without 
the leaſt ſhadow of change from the 
eternal and unalterable Laws of 
truth and righteouſneſs : He is 
therefore ſo fr from tempting any 
man to the commiſſion of what is 


evil, that he will not only ſupport 


all who truſt in him under thoſe ſuf- 
ferings, which he may permit them 
to be expos'd to, for the trial of 


their love, and the perfecting their 


habits of ſubmiſſion and patience; 
but will alſo aſſiſt by his Holy Spirit, 
all who from a ſenſe of the obliga- 
tions they are under, oppoſe the firſt 
riſe of thoſe irregular ; in the 
mind. 

18, Of which great goodneſs, we 
Zews ought to have the higheſt ſenſe, 
who have been in ſo particular a 
manner favour'd by God from time 
to time, with notices of his will : 
But now he has call'd us in the moſt 
powerful manner to holineſs and 


obedience, who of his free mercy 


and favour, hath by his only begot- 
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of truth and righteouſneſs) adopt- 
ed us the children of God : which 
character we are prepar'd for, by the 
ſecret, and invifible influences of the 
Holy Spirit: that ſo being ſer apart 
to the immediate ſervice of God, 
ue mightopen the way for the ſpread- 
ing of the everlaſting goſpel through- | 
out the world. Hb TOTS. 
Y 19. Seeing therefore, my beloved 19 Wherefore, my 
"2X brethren, we are taken into the fa- beloved brethren, let 
"2X mily of God, and adopted his chil- every man be ſwife 
2X7 dren by Chriſt Jeſus, let us with the to hear, flow to 
XZ greateſt diligence attend to his laws; ſpeak, flow to wrath. 
and be much more careful to under- 
ſtand our Religion, and practiſe it, 
than to make it a ſubject of often- 
tation and diſpute : But above all 
things, let us take great care that 
we do not uſe it as an occaſion of 
ſtrife and contention, from whence 
no good conſequences can flow. 

20. For anger and paſſion are di- ⁊20 For the wrath 
rectly * to that temper of of man worketh not 
mind, which the goſpel requires; the righteouſneſs of 
and therefore can have no tendency God, 8 
IF to Lu non that diſpoſition of peace 
and righteouſneſs, which alone God 
will approve. 

21. Wherefore ſeeing God has 21 Wherefore lay 
raiſed us to ſuch an exalted tation apart all filthineſs, 
in his family, let us be very careful and ſuperfluity of 
to mortify our ſenſual appetites and naughtineſs, and re- 
affections; and diveſting ourſelves of pe mm er : 
all anger, malice, and evil-ſpeak- hich n able - — ; 
| ing, let us with meek and teachable your ſouls. 
di ee add to our former light e 
and knowledge, a diligent attention 
to that compleat revelation, which 
God has made us by Jeſus Chriſt, 
which will purify our minds, and fit 
us for that eternal ſalvation, which 
God hath brought to light, by the 
| goſpe], | | 
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22. But 
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22 But be ye do- 
ers of the word, and 
not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own 
ſelves. 


23 For if any be 
a bhearer of the word, 
and not adoer, he is 
like unto a man be- 
holding his natural 
face in a glaſs : 

24 For he behold- 
eth himſelf, and go- 
eth his way, and 
ſtraightway forget- 
teth what manner of 
man he was. | 


25 But whoſo look- 


eth into the perfect 
law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man 
ſhall be bleſſed in his 
deed. | 


26 If any man a- 
mong you ſeem to be 
religious, and brid- 


22. But do not miſtake me; as 
tho the bare knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Religion would procure you 
the favour of God, and everlaſting 
happineſs : No! he who thinks that 
any thing, but holineſs and obedi- 
ence, will be of any ſervice to him, 
miſerably impoſes upon himſelf. 

23 & 24. And the man whoſe 
religion conſiſts in ſpeculations and 
opinions, without eee. to the 
righteous laws of God, and obeying 
them ; can't be better deſcrib'd, than 
by comparing him to one, who en- 
tertains himielf, and is pleaſed with 
his own image, which he beholds 
in a mirror ; but as ſoon as he with- 
draws from it, the agreeable idea 
diſappears with the image; and he 
concerns himſelf no further about it. 

25. But he is a Chriſtian indeed, 
who carefully attends to the great 
deſign of the goſpel, not only in de- 
livering us from the burden of Ju- 
daical rites and ceremonies 5 but 
in freeing us both from the terrors 
of paſt fins thro' the redemption of 

Chriſt, and from the dominion of our 
paſſions and appetites for the time 
to come; and accordingly conforms 
himſelf to a regular practice of the 
laws of Chriſtianity, and continues 
ſteady in his obedience ; that man, 
anſwering the great end of Chriſt's 
coming into the world, vis. the re- 
covering us from ſin and folly, to 
holineſs, righteouſneſs, and tem- 
perance, thereby becomes a child 
of God, and is entitled to the Chriſti- 
an Salvation. 8 | 

26. But let a man's pretences to 
3 be ever ſo great, and let 
him boaſt ever ſo much, 


of his being 
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the peculiar favourite of God, on the 
account of his ſublime ſpeculations ; 
if that man gives up himſelf to his 
aſſions, and indulges a bitter and 
implacable temper; he knows no- 
thing of the kind deſign of the Chriſ- 
tian Inſtitution, but miſerably impoſ- 
es upon himſelf, in thinking, that 
a fiery zeal for opinions will ſupply 
the place of love and obedience ; 
and his religion will be ſo far from 
being to his advantage, that it will 
increaſe his guilt, and heighten his 
condemnation. | 
25. For that religion which alon 
God will approve, at the day of 
judgment, conſiſts not in wrath and 
bitterneſs, but in doing all the good 
that is in our power, aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing all that ſtand in need of us, par- 
ticularly the fatherleſs and widow, 
who having loſt thoſe relations, 
which were their immediate ſupport 
and comfort here, demand our ut- 
moſt care and regard: And alſo in 
ſuppreſſing the very firſt riſe of all 
our violent paſſions and irregular 
defires, and thereby preſerving our- 
ſelves from all inſolence of behaviour, 
and from every unrighteous action, 
( which always proceeds from an inor- 
dinate love and eſteem for the things 
of this preſent world) that fo cleanſ- 
ing ourſelves from all Defilements 


of fleſh and ſpirit, we may paſs 
| thro' this ſtate of probation, with 
| meeknels, purity, and goodnels, 


g - C 


9 
leth not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man's re- 
ligion is vain. 


27 Pure religion 
and undefiled before 
God and the Father, 
is this, To viſit the 
fatherleſs and Widows 
in their afliQi 
and to keep himſelf 
unſpotted from the 
world. | 
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Againſt reſpect of perſons, partiality towards the rich, 


and deſpiſing the poor, ver. 1. Tupartial obedience 
to Ged's las required of us, ver. 10. Necefſuy and 
 excellency of mercy, ver. 13. It is @ vain thing to 
boaſt of faith where there are not ſuitable works, 
evithout which, faith is a dead and uſeleſs thing, ver. 


14. 
x |þ Y brethren, 
5 have not 


the faith of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt :he Lord 
of, glory, with re- 
ſpect of perſons. 


3 For if there 
come unto your af- 
ſembly a man with 
a gold ring, ta good- 


I, M Y dearly beloved brethren, 

being convinced that theſe 
temporal riches are fleeting and pe- 
riſhing, and that the poſſeſſor will 
be in a little time, as tho' he had 
never enjoy'd them, and that the 
glorious doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and lawgiver, lead us to the 
ſteady hope of thoſe durable riches 
which will never fade, and that he 


will exalt to an inconceivable glory, 


all who fincerely obey him; whe- 
ther rich or poor : Let us under the 
direction of ſo perfect a rule, act in 
all our affairs with the ſtricteſt juſtice 
and equity, not ſuffering ourſelves to 


be byaſs'd by any worldly advantage, 


which one man may poſſeſs above 
another: And particularly I exhort 
you carefully to avoid the very ow 
pearances of partiality, in all caſes 
wherein you are to decide between 
man and man ; The reaſonableneſs 
of which let me illuſtrate by the fol- 
lowing inſtance. 


2. Suppoſe when ſeated in judg- 


ment (either on civil or religious at- 


fairs ) you have a cauſe to determine 
berween a man of ability and Pons 
| an 


F n 2 . . IS 2 2 


and one who is poor and neceſſitous; 
the firſt appears richly cloathed, at- 
tended with all the advantages of 
worldly grandeur, the other mean- 


ly apparelled without a friend or 


any outward circumſtance to recom- 
mend him: 

3. If you, upon their coming in- 
to your preſence, ſhould ſhew a 
particular reſpect unto the rich 


man, on the account of his ſplendid 


appearance, and immediately diſtin- 


ouiſh him by appointing him a place 


of honour and dignity , and at the 
ſame time treat the poor man with 
contempt, aſſigning him the molt 
ignoble place: 

4. Do not you by ſuch a procedure 
diſcourage your poor brother, by 
making a difference between the two 
contending perſons from a circum- 
ſtance which has nothing to do with 
the preſent caſe? and are you not 
juſtly chargeable with partiality, and 
do you not ſhew that you are go- 
vern'd in your determinations, by 
falſe and wicked principles? 

5. Attend to me, my beloved bre- 
thren, what reaſon is there that a 
man in a low ſtate of life, ſhould be 
deſpiſed on account of his poverty? 
Has not the ſupreme Being "RA 
whom every no and every perfect 
gift proceeds, in a particular manner 
own'd the poor of this world by 
pouring out his Spirit upon them? 
and are not they, who from their 
firm belief of the great truths of 
Chriſtianity have renounced this pre- 
ſent evil ſtate of things; are they 
not, I ſay, become heirs of that 
everlaſting kingdom of righteouſneſs 
which God has he by Feſtus 
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11 
ly apparel, and there 


come in alſo a poor 
man, in vile raiment; 


\ 


3 And ye have 


reſpect to him chat 


weareth the gay 
clothing, and ſay un- 
to him, Sit thou here 
in a good place; and 
ſay to the poor, 
Stand thou there. or 
ſit here under my 
footſtool; ; 


4 Are ye not then 
partial in yourſelves, 
and are become judg- 
es of evil thoughts ? 


5 Hearken, my 
beloved brethren, 
Hath not God choſen 
the poorofthis world, 
rich in faith, and 
heirs of the ki 
dom which he ha 
promiſed to them 
that love him. 


Chriſt, 


12 


6 But ye have de- 
ſpiſed the poor. Do 
not rich men op- 
preſs you, and draw 


you before the judg- 


mont: ſeats ? 


5 Do not they 
blaſpheme that wor- 
thy name by the 
which ye are called ? 


\l If ye fulfil the 


royal law, according 


to the (cripture, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neigh- 
Þour as thy ſelf, ye 
go yell, : 


APARAPHRASE on Chap. II. 


Chriſt, to all who demonſtrate their 
love of him by obeying his holy pre- 
cepts? | 
6. Yet notwithſtanding the great 
lainneſs of theſe important truths 
which are exemplify'd in the very 
life of our Saviour himſelf, who ap- 


pear'd in a very mean and humble 


eſtate, not to mention his apoſtles 
and followers) ye have been guilty 


of this very great crime, and have 


partially determined jn favour of the 
rich ;. and conſequently have op- 


preſs d and ſlighted the poor and 


needy. | 

How is it ye can act after this 
manner? Do but look around you! 
where is it you find the greateſt in- 
juſtice? In the poor or rich? Are 
they not the men of wealth and 
power that injuriouſly treat you, drag- 
ing you before their judgment-ſeats 
on the account of your moſt Holy 
Religion? 

7. Don't they revile and ſpeak e- 
vil of our moſt dear Lord and Maſter, 
by whoſe worthy name we eſteem it 
gur greateſt glory to be call'd ? How 


then, my brethren, can ye be guilty of ; 


ſuch manifeſt partiality ? 

8. Let me therefore excite you with 
all diligence to attend to that glori- 
ous law of univerſal love and bene- 


volence, delivered to us by our Lord 
and Saviour, when he was about to 


give up his life for us; which may 
juſtly called the great or royal 
law, as raifing us neareſt to the beſt 
of beings, whoſe actions are all equal, 
juſt and good: Which law was alſo 
leſs perfectly given by Moſes, to our 
fore athers, and is in part contain'd 
in the ſecond table of laws gi * Y 


— * 


7 41.» 


„ 


Chap: II. 
God to our nation; which if you ob- 
ſerve you will act as you ought to do, 
and determine in all judicial cauſes 
with truth and equity. 

9. But if neglecting this great law 
you ſuffer yourſelves to be influenc'd 
by any partial views in your judg- 
ing between man and man, you ſhall 


by this law be condemn'd, and pu- 
niſhed as evil doers, | 
10. Do not deceive yourſelves, it 


is not a partial, but a univerſal obe- 
dience which God requires, and he 
who breaks one precept, diſobeys 
that God who gave the whole ; and 


thereby becomes a tranſgreſſor of the 


univerſal Jaw of righteouſneſs. | 

11. Which great truth, that you 
may ſee in the fulleſt light, as being 
of the utmoſt importance; confider 
that it is the very ſame governour 
and lawgiver who ſaith , Thou ſhalt 
not commit adultery, that ſays, Thou 
Malt not kill: Which authority you 
oppoſe by being guilty of murder, 


tho you don't commit adultery ; 


whereby you become liable to the 
penalty of the whole law, 


12. But you who by the goſpel of 


Chriſt are freed from the burthen of 
all the Zugdazical rites, and from the 
more dreadful bondage of your irre- 
gular paſſions and appetites ; let all 
your words and actions be conducted 
agreeably to the eternal laws of truth, 
righteouſneſs, and mercy, as knowing 


that we ourſelves ſhall be judged by 


the ſame laws. | 

13. I ſay mercy ; for what can be 
more reaſonable than that we who 
ſtand in need of mercy ourſelves, 
ſhould ſhew mercy to our brethren ? 


And depend upon it, that the man 


9 But if ye have 
reſpe& to perſons, 
ye commit fin, and 
are convinced of the 


law as tranſyreſſors, 


10 For whoſoever 
ſhall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is 
guilty of all. 


11 For he that 
ſaid, Do not com- 
mit adultery, ſaid al- 
fo, Do not kill. Now 
if thoy commit no 
adultery, yet if thou 
kill, thou art become 


a tranſgreſſor of the 


law. 


12 So ſpeak ye, 
and ſo do, as they 
that ſhall be judged 
by the law of liberty. 


13 For he ſhall 
haye judgment with- 
out mercy, that hath 
ſhewed no mercy ; 
and mercy rejoiceth 


ainſt judgment. 
aganis Jude "A 
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who refuſes to ſhew mercy to others, 
ſhall not meet with it himfelf when 


he ſhall moſt of all want it, when 


14 What doth it 
profit, my brethren, 
though a man ſay 
he hath faith, and 
have not works ? 
Can faith ſave him: 


15 If a brother or 
ſiſter be naked, and 
deſtiiute of daily 
food ; 


16 And one of 
ou ſay unto them, 
Depart in peace, be 
you warmed, and fill 
ed: notwithſtanding 
ye give them not 
thoſe things which are 
needful to the body: 
what doth jr profit ? 


he ſhall Rand before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chrift ; whoſe whole diſpen- 
fation is founded on divine mercy ; 
which therein apparently triumphs 
over ſtrict and rigid juſtice, How then 
can we expect to receive mercy our- 
ſelves, if in our hearts we are eſtrang- 
ed from it? | 
14. And whereas there are ſome 
of you who boaſt of your great at- 
tainments in divine myſteries, and 
who eſteem yourſelves as highly in 
the favour of God on the account of 
the excellency of your faith, as tho 
that alone would recommend you to 
him; this doctrine is fo far from 
truth, that it ſubverts the whole de- 
fign of religion. And fince all religi- 
on conſiſts inobeying the laws of God, 
what advantage can any ſpeculative 
notions be to us, if they do not in- 
fluence our actions? Is it poſſible that 
ſuch a belief ſhould recommend us to 
the righteous governor of the world? 
If you can entertain ſo abſurd an opi-. 
nion, examine it, and fee how it will 
anſwer in other caſes. | 

15. Suppoſe a near relation, a bro- 
ther or ſiſter, ſhould ſtand in need of 
rayment to cover them, and want a 
ſupply of provifion for their immedi- 
ate ſubſiſtence. 

16. I demandof you, ifone ſhould in 
the kindeſt manner ſalute them with a 
wiſh of peace, and intreat them to be 
warm'd by putting on ſuitable apparel, 
and bid 4 be fill'd with ſuch food 
as is convenient for them; and at the 
ſame time provide them with neither 
food nor cloathing : 0 

17. Of 
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17. Of what advantage would all 
your compaſſionate expreſſions be to 
them? Even ſo far and no farther 
will a man's faith, without it produces 


proper effects, be of ſervice to him: 


For a belief which does not regulate 
our actions is as uſeleſs and unprofi- 
table as good words would be to a 


perſon in diſtreſs, without the afford- 


ing him proper relief. 

18, But 
one ſay to ſuch a man, you make 
oreat pretenſions to knowledge, and 
value yourſelf upon your belief, as 
tho it made you a favourite of hea- 
ven; now in my life and actions I 
ſhew you thoſe real good works 
which my Ready belief of my being 
accountable to God ought to produce. 
I therefore defire you would give me 
ſome evidence of the reality of your 
faith which has not works to demon- 
ſtrate it, and make it as reaſonable 
for me to believe the fincerity of 
yours, as my life and actions anſwer- 
ing to my belief, make it reaſonable 
for you to believe the fincerity of 
mine : I ask whether the queſtion 
alone does not fully expoſe the falſe- 


I neſs of ſuch an opinion ? 


19. But to proceed; he will per- 
haps ſay, he believes there is one 
God ſupreme over all, who will de- 
termine the ſtate of all his creatures. 
So far he is in the right. But what 


then? does the bare belief of this 


rther, how juſtly might 


St, JAMES. 15 


17 Even ſo faith, 
if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone. 


18 Yea, a man 
may ſay, Thou haſt 
faith, and I have 
works: ſhew me thy 
faith without thy 
works, and I will 
ſhew thee my faith 
by my works. 


19 Thou beliey- 
eſt that there is one 
God; thou doſt well: 
the devils alſo bes 
lieve and tremble. 


great truth entitle you to his favour? - 


no. I tell you the very wicked and 


malicious ſpirits who are reſerved in 
chains of darkneſs to the judgment 
of the "oe day, believe it more 
firmly than you; and at the ſame 
time are ſo far from being approved 


16 


5 


20 But wilt thou 
know, O vain man, 
that faith without 
works is dead ? 

21 Was not Abra- 
ham our father juſti- 
fied by works, when 
he had offered Iſaac 
his ſon upon the al- 
tar 2 . 


22 Seeſt thou how 
faith wrought with 
his works, and by 
works was faith made 
perfect: 


23 And the ſerip- 
ture was fulfilled, 
Which faith, Abra- 
ham believed God, 
and it was imputed 
unto him for righte- 
ouſneſs: and he was 
called the friend of 
God | 
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rity of that belief. 


RAPHRASE en Chap. II. 


by it, that the very thoughts of it, 
fill them with inexpreſſible horror, 
as you alſo would be, were your faith 
but equal to theirs, while your acti- 
ons are ſo contrary to it. „ 
20 C 21. But oh fooliſh man 
would you be convinced that that 
faith which produces a ſuitable obe- 
dience will alone be accepted of God; 
reflect with yourſelf on the character 
of our father Abraham, in whom we 
all juſtly glory : He was honour'd 
with the character of being the 
friend of God. And what was it in- 


titled him to that character, and 


rendered him approved by him ? 
Was it not his obedience in conſe- 
quence of his faith, who refuſed not 
his beloved ſon Iſaac, 

(Gen. xxii.) to whom all the promiſes 
were made, in the ſure belief that 
God would make good all thoſe pro- 
miſes to him, by raiſing him from 

the dead ? 

22, This eminent example plainly 
ſhews what a true faith is; to wit, 
ſuch a belief as produces the proper 
actions, which that belief points out 
to be right ; and the performance of 
thoſe actions, demonſtrate the ſince- 


23. And it was by this very obe; 
dience that Abraham made good that 
character which the ſcripture gives 
of him, vis. That he believed God: 
(Gen. xv. 6.) Which faith, producing 
proper effecta, was accepted by God: 
who on his ready compliance with his 
command to offer up his deareſt ſon 
Iſaac, in the Ready belief. that he 
would make good all his promiſes to 
him, own'd him as a truly religious 

1, and one who ſincerely fear'd 
| | him; 
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of God. (Iſaiah xli. 8.) 
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him; and in conſequence of that o- 
bedience, honour'd him with that 


* 
1 2 
Pay ; 4 


glorious character of being the friend Rs 


— 
£ 


24. So that trace this matter as 
far as you are able ; you will always 


find that the faith which God accepts 


is alone ſuch a faith as influences the 
whole life and actions. | 


25. But to give one inſtance more, 


what was it ſaved Rahab, who once 


had lived a looſe and profligate life, 
from that deſtruction, to which ſhe, as 
a Canaanite,was devoted,and procur'd 
her the protection and favour of our 
forefathers ? Was it the bare belief, 
that God would give up her people 
into our hands? No! But becauſe 
in conſequence of that belief, ſhe 


kindly entertain'd our meflengers, 


hiding them from thoſe who ſought 


their lives; and by directing them a 
different way from that which the 


purſuers had taken, deliver'd them 
out of all danger. (7h. ii.) 

26. Which caſe is exactly parallel 
with that before us; for as Rabab 
was not ſaved by her faith alone, 
but on account of thoſe works which 
her faith produced; ſo no man will 
be approved of God, on the account 
of his belief alone, however great and 


ſwelling notions he may have of it; 


but becauſe it has had its proper ef- 


fect on his life and actions: For as 
the natural body, without the ſpiti- 
tual ſubſtance to enliven and actu- 
ate it, is dead, and entirely uſeleſs; 
ſo a faith, which does not produce a 
ſuitable obedience, is dead and uſe- 
leſs alſo. - 


D 


24 Ye fee then 
how that by works a 
man is juſtified, and 
not by faith only. 


25 Likewiſe alſo, 


. was not Rahab the 


harlot juſtified by 
works, when ſhe had 
received the meſſen- 


gers, and had ſent 


them out 


another 
way? 


26 For as the bo- 
dy without the ſpiric 
is dead, ſo faith with- 
out works is dead al- 
ſo. | | 
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We are not raſhly to take upon ourſelves the office of 
inſtructing and reproving others, ver. 1. The un- 

rulineſs of the tongue, the miſthiefs it produces, ana 

_ the neceſſity of governing it, ver. 2, 5. The truly wiſe 
are meek and peaceable, without envy and ſtrife, 13. 


1. Y brethren, 

be not ma- 
ny maſters, knowing 
that we ſhall receive 


the greater condem- 
nation. 


1. HAVING ſo fully proved to 

EE you the neceſſity of obedience 
and a holy life, in order to the ob- 
taining the favour of God ; let ms 
exhort you, my brethren, rather to ap- 


| ply yourſelves. to the perfecting your 


abits, and regulating your actions by 
his moſt holy laws, than to afſume 
the character of inſtructors, or be am- 


bitious of rule and dominion. For it 


2 kor in many 
things we offend all, 
if anyman offend not 
in word, the ſame is 
a perfect man, and 


able alſo to bridle the 


whole body. 


is not a light matter to fit in judg · 
ment on, or to be teachers of others: 
tations which will expoſe you to 
mighty temptations, and which call 
for great prudence and experience to 
manage ; and in which, if you are 
defective, they will very much heigh- 
ten your condemnation. 
2. Therefore no wiſe man would 
be forward to thruſt himſelf into 
them, eſpecially if he conſiders that 
even the beſt and moſt confiderate 
men fail in too many inſtances, and 
offend thre? raſhneſs and inadverten- 
cy, which calls for great humility in 
ourſelves, and forbearance with o- 
thers. And indeed, that man who 
can reſtrain himſelf from all raſh and 
indiſcreet expreſſions and from un- 
uſt and partial deciſions, may juſtly 
e ſtiled a perfect man, as under- 
| ſtanding 


5 
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ſtanding his duty and practiſing it; 
in that he has gain'd the moſt diffi- 
cult conqueſt over himſelf: for it is 
by our ſpeech that we diſcover thoſe 
violent paſſions which firſt riſe in the 
mind, which paſſions we muſt firſt re- 
ſtrain, before we ſhall be able to go- 
vern our words. 

3. For as by putting a bridle into 
a horſe's mouth, we command him 
at pleaſure, and make him obedient 
to our will: 


4. And as by a very ſmall rudder 
we direct the courſe of the greateſt 
ſhips, which by the skillful manage- 
ment of that little inſtrument are 


ſupported againſt the violence of the 


fierceſt winds ; 


5. Even ſo the tongue, when un- 
. a wiſe regulation, tho a very 
all member, is really capable of 
very great things, and fully comes up 
to the foregoing compariſons : which 
is not to be wonder'd at, for you ſee 
the ſame in _ thing about you, 
articularly in a ſpark ef fire, which, 
if it has but proper matter to work 
on, is preſently increas'd to a prodi- 
gious flame. 

6. Fo which fire, the tongue of 
man, when not duly regulated, may 
be moſt aptly compar'd ;. for when it 
is ſet in motion by our luſts and paſ- 
fions there is no manner of iniquity 
which it will not perform. And there- 
by it makes the man to appear in 
the moſt black and odious form, b 
blowing up thoſe fatal ſparks of frrifs 
and diſcord which are deſtructive to 
the whole human race, and which 

| 2 


3 Behold, we put 
bits in the does 
mouths, that they 
may obey us; and 
we turn about their 
whole body. 

4 Behold allo the 
ſhips, which though 
they be ſo great, and 
are driven of fierce 
winds, yet are they 
turned about with a 
very ſmall helm, whi- 
therfoever the gover- 
nor liſteth, 

8 Even fo the 
tongue is a little 
member, and boaſt-. 
eth great things. Be · 


hold how great ama _ 


ter a little fire Kindl 
„ | 


6 And the tongue 
is a fire, à world of 
iniquity; ſo is the 
tongue amongſt our 
members, that it de- 
fileth the whole body, 
and ſeiteth on fire the 
courſe of nature; and 
it is (et on fire of 
hell, 
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20 APAR | 
| | take their riſe from thoſe infernal 


7 For every kind 
of beaſts, and of 


birds, and of ſerpents, 


and things in the ſea, 
is tamed, and bath 
been tamed of man- 
kind: 


8 But the tongue 
can no man tame; 
it is ah unruly evil, 


full of deadly poi- 


6 


9 Therewith bleſs 


we God, even the Fa- 


ther: and therewith 
curſe we men, which 
are made after the ſi- 


militude of God. 


APHRASE on Chap. III. 


ſpirits, who for their ambition and ma- 
lice are ſentenc'd to everlaſting fire. 
7. Nor indeed do I know any one 
compariſon that more ſtrongly illuſ- 
trates the ungovernableneſs of this 
member than fire does; which when 
once it has got the maſtry carries all 


before it. For as to the various or- 


ders of beings which are in the world, 
they are all capable of being tamed 
and brought under ſome kind of go- 
vernment; and we daily ſee that not 
only beaſts, and birds, and ſerpents 
themſelves, tho very noxious crea- 
tures, but even beings ſo far remov'd 
from us as to require a different ele- 
ment for the ſupport of their life, 
as the fiſhes in the ſea, have obey d 
the voice of, and been made familiar 
by men, who have turned their 
thoughts that way. 1 

8. But the tongue of a man of 


ſtrong and ungovernable paſſions is 


not to be reſtrain'd by any art or 
skill, we are capable of uſing: but 
is indeed a miſchief which cannot be 
2 and is as terrible in its 
effects as the moſt deadly poiſon, 
wounding and deſtroying the repu- 
tation of all who are ſo unhappy as 

to be expos'd to its rage. 
9. The truth of this is ſadly con- 
firmed to us by the outragious pro- 
_ cedure of the Fewiſh bigots, who 
while they are with the greateſt de- 
votion worſhiping the only true God, 
and bleſſing bim as their author and 
preſerver, {and who is indeed the 
author and preſerver of the whole 
human race) yet at the ſame time 
they dare to curſe and anathematize 
their inoffenſive neighbours, bog 
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well as themſelves are made in the 


image and likeneſs of God; and 
who are therefore the proper objects 
of their love and eſteem. 

10. What ſtrange procedure is 
this? that bleſſings and curſings, the 
two moſt oppoſite things in the world, 
can come 5 the ſame perſon? 
My brethren, how can 
ſuch a manner ? 


11. Do you ſee any thing like it. 


in the whole creation? Where can 
you find a ſpring, which at the ſame 
lace ſends forth water which is 
weet and good for uſe, and water 
that is bitter and hurtful ? | 
12. Nay in thoſe things which are 


good and profitable, we ſee that 


they all keep in their own proper 
way. You don't find that the fig-tree 
produces the fruit of the olive, nor 
does the vine bring forth figs. Nor 
does the ſame fountain yield ſalt 
and freſh water: how then can a 
man, impreſs'd with a ſenſe of God's 
favour, bleſs and adore his mercy 
and goodneſs, , which always ſup- 
poſes a humble and grateful mind ; 
and at the ſame time curſe and im- 
precate evil on his brother ; which 
always proceeds from a furious and 
implacable temper ? | 

13. Seeing therefore it is ſo diffi- 
cult to act in a publick ſtation as we 
ought todo, and ſo dangerous to our- 
ſelves if we fail in the diſcharge of 
it ; and fince true greatneſs and ho- 
nour do not conſiſt in worldly power 
and grandeur, but in the government 


of the tongue, and the performing 
ſuch actions as are commendable and 


praiſe worthy ; let that man who va- 
lues himſelf upon his great attain- 


you act after 


10 Out of the ſame 
mouth. proceedeth 
bleſſing and curſing. 
My brethren, theſe 
things ought not fo 
to be, 


11 Doth 2 foun- 
tain ſend forth at the 
ſame place ſweet war 
rer and bitter? 


12 Can the fig- 
tree, my brethren, 
bear olive- berries; ei- 
ther a vine, figs ? 
ſo can no fountain 
both yield ſalt water 
and freſh, 


13 Who is a wiſe 
man and endued with 
knowledge amongſt 
you? let him ſhew 
out of a good con- 
verſation his works. 
with meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, 


ments: | 


a | 
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14 But if ye have 
bitter envying and 
ſtrife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie 
not againſt the truth. 


15 This wiſdom 
deſcendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſh. 


16 For where en- 
vying and ſtrife is, 
there js confuſion, 
and every evil work. 


17 But the wiſ- 
dom that is from 


ments, and is ambitious of an exalted 


character, for wiſdom and prudence: 


Let him, I ſay, not ſeek it in places of 
temporal dignity, but by converſing 
with all men in a meek and friendly 
manner, and by ſhewing forth a no- 


ble and worthy mind endowed with 


true wiſdom, by conducting all his 
actions ſuitably to ſuch a converſati- 
on, in the teddy practice of univer- 
ſal kindneſs and benevolence. | 

14. For how highly ſoever you 
may think of yourſelves, or whatever 
boaſt you may make of your wiſdom, 
if you indulge an envious and mali- 
cious temper of mind; and in order 
to aggrandize yourſelves, become pro. 
moters of ſtrife and diſcord. ; your 
behaviour will be ſo far from being 
a ſubjeQ of ＋ and glory to you, 
that you will ſtand chargeable with 
the greateſt folly, and your action; 
will loudly proclaim the falſity of 


your pretences to wiſdom. 


15. For this wiſdom, falſly fo called, 
does not proceed from God, who is 
the alone giver of all true wiſdom, 
which conſiſts of peace and love; but 
it proceeds from a mind ſwallowed 
up in its attachments to this preſent 
world, fill'd with pride and ambition, 
and carried away by every irregular 


paſſion and appetite ; whereby the 


man becomes a ſlave to the evil one, 
and a promoter of every thing that 
is bad. 

16. For when a man indulges an 
envious and contentious diſpoſition, 
nothing can flow from it, but what is 
faulty and criminal, and muſt end 
in univerſal diſorder and ruin. 

17. But that heavenly wiſdom 
which deſcends from the Father of 
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lights, poſſeſſes the man with a pu- 
rity which is incompatible with all 
ambitious thoughts and diſorderly 

fons, and fills him with an un- 
peakable defire to promote the uni- 


| | verſal peace and happineſs of man- 
: kind, It makes bim calm under pro- 
vocation ; and withdrawing from all 


turn good for any evil treatment he 
may meet with ; being always eaſy 
to be 
of any kind and friendly action, and 
pleaſed with forgiving any injuries 

e has received; ever doing all the 
good in his power, and always acting 


juſtice and equity; the whole flow- 
ing from a ſincere and upright tem- 
per of mind. | 
18. The bleſſed effects of which 
rightequs and peaceable behaviour 
ſhall, as good ſeed ſown in rich ground, 
which brings forth abundantly of its 
own kind, produce to the bleſſed 
poſſeſſor in a better tate, an abun- 
dant increaſe of peace and happineſs, 
which he ſhall never be deprived of. 
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contention, he is always ready to re- 


rſwaded to the performance 


according to the laws of univerſal 


23 


above, is ficſt pure, 
then peaceable, gen- 
tle, and eaſy to be 
intreated, full of mer- 
cy and good fruits, 
without partiality,and 
without hypocriſy, 


13 And the fruit 
of righteouſneſs is 
ſown in peace of 
them that make 
peace. 
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e, Wars and fightings proceed from the luſts of men, from 
at ambition, and worldly-mindeaneſs, ver. 1. An exhorta- 
E tion to repentance, 7. Againſt evil-ſpeaking and raſh 
an judgment, 11. In all our affairs, wwe ſhould remem- 
n, ber the uncertainty of life, and regard the providence 
is of Goa, 13. | | 
nd ; . 
IF therefore you really poſſeſs Rom whence 
m this pure and peaceable wiſ- come wars and 
of 7 dom. from whence then, O you htings among you? 
1 | obſtinate 
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24 
come they not hence, 
even of your luſts, 


that war in 


your 
members ? 


2 Ve ſuſt, and have 
not: ye kill, and de- 
ſire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye 
fight and war, yet ye 
have not, becauſe ye 
ask not. 


3 Ye ask, and re- 
ceive not, becauſe ye 
ask amiſs, that ye 
may conſume it upon 


your luſw. | 


4 Ye adulterers, 


and adultereſſes, 
know ye not that 
the friendſhip of 
the world, is enmity 
with God ? whoſo- 
ſoever therefore will 
be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy 
of Gud. | 
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obſtinate eus, come theſe wars and 


contentions which you are perpetual- 


ly engaged in, not only with the 
enemies of your nation, but with one 
another? Come they not from your 
giving up yourſelves to looſe and un- 
reſtrain'd affections, and ſtrong paſſi- 
ons? Which not being kept in a due 
ſubordination to the rational powers, 
ſo diſorder you, that you are uncapa- 
ble of doing any wiſe or good action. 

2. Lou have ſtrong deſires which 
you are not able to gratify, and there- 
fore are miſerable. Ye are guilty of 
all manner of injuſtice and violence, 
to enable you to ſatisfy thoſe deſires, 
which nevertheleſs you are not able 


to do. Nay, even in thoſe wars which 


you undertake with ſome juſtice, you 
don't ſucceed, and why? Becauſe 
you don't implore aſſiſtance from that 
God, who is the diſpoſer of nations 
and kingdoms, I IDOSIN 6 
3. If it ſhould be anſwer'd, you do 
implore his aid and aſſiſtance, and 
ask how it is that your prayers are 
not anſwer'd ?I reply, that the reaſon 
why your prayers are not heard, even 
when you are injured and oppreſs'd 
by your enemies, is, becauſe you ask 
with depraved and vicious diſpoſiti- 
ons, being greedy of riches 3 greek 
er, only for the gratification of your 

luſts and paſſions. | 
4. O ye adulterers and adulter- 
eſſes, and all you who indulge your- 
ſelves in criminal pleaſures, can ye 
be ignorant that the giving up your- 
ſelves to ambitious views and ſen- 
ſual defires, which put you upon 
performing all manner of baſe and 
unrighteous actions, entirely unfits 
you tor the ſervice of God ; and that 
thereby 
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thereby you. liſt yourſelves under an 
oppoſite power which is at enmity 
with him. That man therefore whoſe 
happineſs confiſts in worldly plea- 
ſures and grandeur, is an enemy to 
God, as oppoſing that ſpiritual king- 
dom of peace and purity, which he 

is erecting in the world. | 

5. Can you be ſo infatuated as to ; Do ye think 
think that there is no good reaſon that the fcripture 
why the holy prophets ſhould with faith in vain, The 
ſo much earneſtneſs caution us againſt ſpirit. that dwelleth 
a contentious and ambitious difpofi- in us luſteth to enyy? 
tion? Or can you be ſo deprived of | 
all underſtanding, as to believe that 
that kind and good Spiritwhich dwells 
in all thoſe who fear God and obey 
him, and is always exciting us to 
univerſal goodneſs and mercy, will 
_ approve of hatred and envy in an- 
other ? * Or can himſelf be guilty 
of them ? 

6. No, ſo far is he from envying 6 But he giveth 
us any good thing, that he is always more grace; where- 
* enlarging his favours to thoſe who fore he faith,” God 
are of a meek and humble dif- reſiſteth the proud, 
2 poſition, agreeable to the remark of 1 be — 
the wiſe man, that the proud and n eee 
obdurate, God will deſtroy, but will 
ſhew favour and mercy to the hum 
ble 75 teachable mind. ( Prov. in. 

34.) - 33 | . 

{ j. Let me therefore perſwade you 7 Submit your- 
to humble yourſelves before the Al- ſelves therefore to 
mighty for all your iniquities, and God; reſiſt the de- 


This verſe may be ſo read as to make two queſtions, thus 
= Do ye think that the Scripture ſpeaketh in vain, vix. againſt 
this ambitious, worldly temper ? doth the Spirit (of God) which 
duelleth in us (Chriſtians) luſ# to envy ? As the original will bear 
his reading; ſo it bas theſe two advantages, that it agrees beſt 

with the following verſe, and removes the difficulty of finding a 
paſſage in the Old Teſtament, which is no where to be found 1 * 
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26 APARAPHRASE o Chap. IV. 


vil, and he will flee he will have mercy upon you. And 
from ou oppoſe the evil one, who is the ori- 
ginal of all the confuſion which is in 
the world; and all that power which 
you have given him over yourſelves, 
he ſhall be depri vid of, and you ſhall 
be reſcued from his inſupportable 
| tyranny. 

8 Draw nigh. to 8 Humble yourſelves before God 
God, and he will while he yet affords you ſpace for 
draw nigh to you; repentance, and with truly contrite 
cleanſe your hands, and teachable ſpirits, implore par- 
ye ſinners, and puri- don for your paſt offences, and be- 
ty your hearts, ye ſeech him to direct you to the know- 
— ledge of the truth, and he will in 

great mercy hear your humble pe- 
titions, forgive your iniquities, and 
guide you by his Spirit to an accepta- 
ble ſervice. To which end, quit all 
thoſe actions of violence and injuſtice 
which you are ſo notoriouſly guilty 
of, and of which your forefathers 
ſet you ſo ſad an example, in firſt 
murdering the holy prophets, and at 
length, to compleat your guilt, in 
crucifying the Lord of life and glory; 
by which you land in the firſt rank 
of offenders. And all you who have 
indulged yourſelves in worldly plea- 
ſures, and ſo become divided in your 
affections between your duty to God, 
and your love of this world, diveſt 
yourſe]ves of all ſenſual delights which 
you will in a very little time be de- 
prived of, by thoſe terrible judg- 
ments which God is about to bring 
on the Jeaviſh nation. 
9 Be afflicted, and 9. Deeply affli& yourſelves then 
mourn, and weep: before God for your paſt offences, 
let your laughter be and by your unfeigned ſorrow and 
turned to mourning, tears teſtify your aborrence of them. 
and your joy to hea- Let all your vain mirth and infa- 
en mous rejoycings be changed into ſin- 
| g cee 
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cere humiliation and mourning, tru- 
ly lamenting your wicked lives. 


to a thorow reformation, I aſſure you 
if you are truly ſenſible of your great 
iniquities and repent of them, God 
who knows the Try of your re- 
pentance will have mercy upon you, 
and not only deliver you from that 
grievous deſtruction which is juſt 
coming upon this miſeable nation; 
but will alſo ſafely conduct you to his 
heavenly kingdom. 

11. My brethren, don't be guilty 


of cenſuring and condemning one 
- another for things in which the law 
d is filent and does not condemn you. 


For whoſoever ſhall judge and paſs 
ſentence on his brother for ſuch acti- 
ons as the law itſelf does not con- 


e 
ty demn, cenſures the law itſelf as im- 
rs rfe& and faulty for hot condemn- 


ing him; and thereby quiting his 

roper ſtation which obliges him to a 
{abs obedience to that law which 
he is under, he aſſumes the cha- 
rater of a judge of it, as having 4 


ve right to alter or add to it. 

e- 12. But know, O vain man! there. 
out is but one ſupreme lawgiver, who 
od, will demand a ſtrict account of your 
eſt obedience to his laws, particularly of 


your behaviour to your fellow ſer- 


Chap. IV. I AME S. 


10. And for your encouragement 


27 

10 Humble your 

ſelves in the ſight of. 

the Lord, and he 
ſhall lift you up. 


11 Speak not evil . 
one-of another, bre- 
thren, He that ſpeak- 
eth evil of his bro- 
ther, and judgeth his 
brother, ſpeaketh e- 
vil of the law, and 
judgeth the law: but 
if thou judgethe law, 
thou art not a doer 
of the law, but a 
judge, | 


12 There is one 
law-giver, who is able 
to ſave and to de- 
ſtroy: who art thou 
that judgeſt another? 


de- vants; who will abundantly reward 
dg thoſe that obey him, and puniſh 
ing with utter deſtruction the proud and 
diſobedient. How dare you then, O 
hen preſumptuous man, to anathema- 
ices, tize and cenſure your brother for 
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thoſe things which our great lawgiver 


em. has not cenſured? And what a ſevere 
infa- condemnation will you bring upon 
fin- yourſelf for ſo doing g 
cere 8 3 


i 


13. There 
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13 Go to now, ye 
that ſay, To day or to 
morrow we will go 
into ſuch a city, and 
continue there a year, 
and buy, and ſell, 
and get gain: 


14 Whereas ye 
know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow : 
For what zs your life? 
It is even a vapor 
that appeareth for a 
little time, and then 
vaniſheth away. 


1s For that ye 


ought to ſay, If the 
Lord will, we ſhall 
live and do this, or 


that, | 


16 But now ye re- 
joice in your þoaft- 


” 
* 
. 
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13. There is alſo another temper 
of mind, which I muſt ardently re- 
commend to you; I mean a juſt 
Tenſe of the great uncertainty of hu- 
man affairs, and an entire reſignation 
of yourſelves to the divine will ; 
which you are ſo far from conſidering, 
that you expreſs yourſelves in your ve- 
ry common converſation, as tho you 


had the ſole diſpoſal of your future life. 


What elſe do you mean, when with- 
out the leaſt acknowledgment of your 


dependence on the good 1 


of God, you preſumptuouſly ſay, that 
at ſuch a ſeaſon, we will perform ſuch 
a journey, and for a long ſpace con- 
rinue in ſuch a great and populous 
city, where by means of trade and 
merchandize we will acquire great 
riches. | | 

14. O fooliſh and inconſiderate 
men, how can you thus boaſt your- 
ſelves of futurity, when you do not ſo 
much as know whether you ſhall be 
continued in this ſtate till to morrow ? 
for what is your preſent life on which 
all your future actions depend? does 
it not very aptly reſemble a thick 
vapour which hovers in the air for a 
{mall ſpace, whoſe parts are ſeparat- 
ed by the leaſt current of wind, and 
diſappearing is loſt for ever ? 

15. Surely ſuch dependent and mo- 
mentary creatures ſhould undertake 
nothing but as aſſiſted and ſupported 


by that divine providence- on which 


we conſtantly depend; which if we 


are duly ſenſible of, we can't help 


acknowledging it on all proper occa- 

fions. 1 
16. But you, on the contrary, in- 
Read of owning your dependance on 
God, for the continuance of 172 
a © 
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life, and the ſucceſs of your under- ings: all ſuch rejoyc- 
takings, proudly boaſt of your own ing is evil. 

great abilities, and power; and that 

you will conduct your affairs by the 


ſtrength of your own ſuperior wiſ- 


dom: which proceedure if you at 
all reflect on, it muſt appear even 
unto yourlelves highly faulty and 
criminal. | | 

17. If therefore after this admo- 17 Therefore to 
nition you continue to practiſe con- him that knoweth to 
trary to your better knowledge, you do good, and doth it 
will thereby aggravate your guilt and nat, to him it is fin, 
heighten your condemnation. | 9 
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Wicked rich men are threained with God's judgments, 
for their injuſtice, oppreſſion, luxury, and perſecuting 
the pious, ver. 1. Chriſtians are exhorted to patience 
under their ſufferings, 7. Agaiuſt raſh ſwearing, 12. 
A comfortable direction to the ſick, and the preva- 
eve of prayer, 14. Of reducing a ſtraying bro- 
. Fs 


I, B UT know, O ye great and O to now, ye 
mighty men of the Zewi/h na- rich men, weep 
tion, who have oppreſs'd and tyran- and howl for your 
niz'd over your brethren, and inriched miſeries that ſhall 
yourſelves by injuſtice and violence; Pon 1%. 
now, I ſay, that your hour of proſpe- 


= rity is over, and nothing more re- 


mains for you but the deepeſt diſ- 


= teſs and anguiſh ; for the day of 


righteous vengeance is at hand, when 
you ſhall be deprived of all thoſe un- 
N and baſe gratifications, in 
w 


h you have plac'd your whole 
felicity 5 


8. For 


— - can 
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2 Your riches are 
corrupted, and your 


garments moth-eat- 


Een. 


2. For from henceforth your riches 


obtained by oppreſſion ſnall be of no 
more ſervice to you; and that dif- 


tinction of apparel, on which you 


have valued yourſelves and deſpis'd 


your poor brother, ſhall be as uſeleſs 


to you as garments which thro' long 


3 Your gold and 
filver is cankered : 


and the ruſt of them 


ſhall be a witneſs- a+ 


| gainſt you, and ſhall 


eat your fleſh as it 
were fire: ye have 
heaped treaſure toge- 
ther for the laſt days. 


% 


1 Behold the hire 


of the labourers, 
which have reaped 
down your fields, 
which is of you kept 
back by fraud, crieth ; 
and the cries of them 
which have reaped, 
are entred into the 
ears of the Lord of 
ſabaoth. 

$ Ye have lived in 
pleaſure on the earth, 
and been wanton; ye 
have nouriſhed your 
hearts, ag in a day of 
ſlaughter. 


6 Ye have con- 
demned and killed 


and luxury have 


neglect have been devour'd by the 
moth, - 
3. Your very gold and filver i 
which you have gloried will be as 
unprofitable to you as tho they. were 
conſum'd by ruſt, and moulder'd a- 
way, ſo as never more to be of _y 


ſervice; but ſhall remain a witneſs 


againſt you of your ſordid and cruel 
diſpoſitions, which ſhall greatly ag- 
gravate your .puniſhment both here 
and hereafter ; when you will ſadly 
find the miſerys they will expoſe you 
to, will be inexpreſſibly greater than 
all thoſe temporary ſatisfactions you 
ever receiv'd from them. | 


4. O you rich and powerful men, 


what injuſtice have you not been 
guilty off? the very labourers of the 
field you have defrauded of their 
wages, and the cry of thoſe who have 
gather'd in your corn is. aſcended to 
heaven, and the God of hoſts, the ſu- 
preme ruler of the univerſe, will plead 
their cauſe and call you to a firi@ 
account for all your oppreſſions. 

5. You have indulged vourſelves in 
ſenſual pleaſures, and been guilty of 


all manner of exceſs and lewdnelſs : 


And by giving up yourſelves to eaſe 
repar'd yourſelves 
for the terrors of that day, which 
ſhall fall upon you with the utmoſt 
force: "Ra . 
6. Who not content with crucify- 
ing the Lord of life and glory, have 
unjuftly 
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unjuſtly put to death his faithful fol- 
lowers, who were ſo far from provok- 
ing you to thoſe acts of cruelty by 


being guilty of tumults and inſurrec- 


tions againſt the government, that 
they patiently ſubmitted to all the 
injuries you were capable of practi- 
ſing, and in the extremity of their 
ſultrlags even prayed for their per- 
ſecutors and murtherers. 

7. But for you, my beloved bre- 
thren, who are faithful followers of 
the meek and holy Jeſus, patiently 
wait the coming of your Lord, who 
will fully reward you for your ſubmiſ- 
five behaviour ; and take a moſt ex- 
emplary vengeance on your cruel and 
unjuſt enemies. And don't think the 
requiring ſuch a behaviour an unrea- 


ſonable injunQion ; for it is no more 


than what is practiſed by every com- 
mon husbandman ; who after he has 
repat'd his ground and ſowed his 
ed, with a great deal of patience 
waits for there turn of the ſeveral ſea- 


St. JAMES. 3r 


the juſt ; and he doth 
not reſiſt you. 


7 Ze patient there- 
fore, brethren, unto 
the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit 
of the earth, and hath 
long 2 for it, 
until he receive the 
early and latter tain. 


ſons, whereby the fruit is carried pn 


from one ſtate to another, till being 
come to its full perfection, (which it 
would never have arrived at without 
thoſe alterations of weather) the 
owner is fully rewarded by a plenti- 
ful harveſt. . 

8. Agreeable to which example, 
calm and compoſe your minds under 
all your preſent difficulties, in the 
Ready belief of the. ſpeedy. coming 
of your Lord, who will judge with 


impartial equity between you and 


your inveterate enemies; and for 
your incouragement, I aſſure you that 
that important day is juſt at hand. 

9. But, my brethren, tho I make 
uſe of the conſideration of that day 


8 Be ye alſo pati- 
ent; ſtabliſn your 
hearts: for the com- 
ing of the Lord draw - 
eth nigh, 5 


9 Grudge not one 
againſt another, bre- 
; © 
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32 APARAPHRASEO 
thren, leſt ye be con- 


demned : behold, the 
judge ſtandeth before 
the door. 


| ſefs your minds with 


of righteous recompence, to Excite in 
you a patient ſubmiſſion under all 
your ſufferings; yet let me exhort 
you carefully to guard againſt the 
leaſt defire of revenge on your-perſe- 


cutors, left you alſo ſhould be found 


guilty of the ſame fault for which 
they will be condemn'd, and conſe- 


quently ſuffer with them ; therefore 


be very diligent to diveſt yourſelves 
of all impatience and anger, and poſ- 
roiving and 
meek diſpoſitions ; for, as I have be- 
fore told you, the judge is already 


on his way to take cognizance of your 


10 Take, my bre- 
thren, the prophets 


who have ſpoken in 
the name of the 


Lord, for an exam- 


ple of ſuffering afflic- 


tion, and of patience. 


11 Behold, we 


count them happy 
which endure. Ye 
have heard of the pa- 
tience of , and 


have ſeen the end of 


the Lord: that the 
Lord is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy, 


affair. | 
10. And that you may acquire a 
perfectly patient and forgiving diſpo- 
ſition, carefully attend to the exam- 
les, which have been ſer us by the 
oly prophets of our nation, who 
when they met with the moſt inju- 
rious treatment for their kind endea- 
vours to reform your manners, and 


inſtruct your minds in the will of 
God, yet did not repine at the ſuf- 


ferings they indured, but ſubmitted 
patiently to the moſt cruel torments, 
and even death itſelf, that they 
might obtain a better inheritance. 

xt. And we are well aſſured, that 
the higheſt bleſſings are prepar'd for 
all thoſe, who patiently ſubmit to the 
worſt of temporal ſufferings for the 
ſake of religion and virtue. 

It becomes you alſo to remember 
the fabmiffive behaviour of righteous 
Job, in whom you have a worthy 
example of great patience and reſig- 
nation to the will of God under the 
ſevereſt trials and afflictions, from all 
which the Lord graciouſly deliver d 
him and taiſed him to a much ſupe - 

rior 


Chap. V. 
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'Ebiap. V. St. JAMES. 
rior ſtate of power and dignity than 
he had ever poſſeſs'd before; where- 
in you have a ſenfible inſtance of 
God's great goodneſs to thoſe who 
fear him; and that however for the 


| trial of your virtues, and the per- 

| fecting your habits of ſubmiſſion and 

atience, he may ſuffer you to be af- 

: ſucded, yet in the end he will deli- - 

$ ver you, and abundantly reward you 

- for all your ſufferings. _. — 

d tz. But above all other inftances 12 But above all 

— of impatience, let me beſeech you things, my brethren, 

y carefully to avoid all raſh and pro- {Wear not, neither by 

Ir phane ſwearing, and that not only by N 1 oy 
the moſt awful name of the ſupreme n he Es TE 

_ N , y other oath : but 

a majeſty, which is not to be menti- jet your yea, be yea 

0- oned on every light and trivial occa- and your nay = 

n- fion, but even by the heavens which left ye fall 3 

ne are the throne of God from whence demnation. 

ho he diſplays his glory to his creatures; | 

ju- or by the earth which was created 

ea- WE by him; or by any other being or 

nd WW thing, fince all things were made by 

of him and depend upon him; and 

u therefore the calling them to witneſs 

ted to the truth of any aſſertion is no leſs 

nts, {WW than calling God himſelf to be wit- 

hey neſs of it, which ought never to 


be practiſed in common diſcourſe. 


hat . Therefore let your converſation con- 
for ſiſt of the moſt ſimple expreſſions 
the barely denying or affirming the truth 
the of any thing ; and let all your actions 
be agreeable to your words; that ſo 
aber the whole of your lives may be con- 
eous dacted with truth and fincerity': 
rthy which that man will moſt certainly 


eſig - ferfeit who is guilty of raſh and pa 
| fionate — and by loſing his 
innocence become liable to be eon- 


. 


demn' d with the world. 7 
| E 13. And 


34 


you afflited ? let 
him pray. 
merry? let him ſing 
pſalms. 5 


APARAPHRASE on 
Iz Is any among 
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13. And that your minds may be 


3 always under a juſt regulation, and 


fit for the performance of every duty, 
inſtead of diſcompoſing yourſelves by 


repining at any preſent affliction, im- 


plore ſtrength and wiſdom of God, 
that you may behave as you ought 
to do under the trial; and, as I 


have already aſſured you, God will 


| ſupport you under it and reward you 


14 Is any fick a- 
mong you ? let him 
call for the elders of 
the church; and let 
them pray over him, 
anointing him with 
oyl in the name of 
the Lord: 


15 And the prayer 
of faith ſhall ſave the 
ſick, and the Lord 
ſhall raiſe him up: 
and if he have com- 
mitted ſins, they ſhall 

be forgiven him. 


16 Confeſs your 
faults one to another, 


SAN, ug 
* * % o ** 


for your patient ſubmiſſion: and if 


any man finds himſelf in a pleaſant 
and chearful frame, let him employ 
himſelf in hymns of acknowledg- 
ment to God, who has favour'd him 
with ſuch an agreeable diſpoſition ; by 


which wiſe management you will 


turn every ſtate and circumſtance of 
life to your very great profit and ad- 


vantage. 


14. And for your comfort under 
your preſent trials, I have orders to 
inform you, that if any ſincere Chri- 
ſtian is afflicted with ſickneſs, he 
ſhould in that caſe ſend for the eld- 


'ers of the Church, and they ſhall 
Py to God for his recovery ; at the 


ame time anointing him with oyl as 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has command- 


ed; thereby owning his divine mi- 


fion and authority. 


15. Andthis prayer put up to God 
in the firm belief that he will hear 
it, ſhall deliver the fick perſon from 
his diſeaſe, and the Lord will reſtore 


him to his former health. And if 


his illneſs was ſent as a chaſtiſement 
for his offences, he not only ſhall be 


Cured of his indiſpoſition, but his 


faults ſhall alſo be forgiven him by 


426. Therefore be always ready to 
confeſs your faults to one anot m 
that 


5 Chap: V. 54. JAMES. 35 
d chat unitedly imploring relief and and pray one for ano- 
„ pardon of God, you may be deli- ther, that ye may be 
y vered from your infirmities, and re- healed: The effectu- 
n- ſtored to his "Ks f for 1 5 pir'd * oy OO RR 10 
d, prayer of the juſt and holy man ; ; 
Tm A very prevalent in the” fight of 2 
I God. fs FE : 
il 17. Which that it is, you have a 7 bas 2 
ou very remarkable inſtance in Elijah; 2 fag ject to like 
it who tho' a man of like infirmities 52 ho wide, Fn 
* ne prayed ear- 
nt with ourſelves, and whoſe natural neſtly that it might 
oy powers were but the powers of a not rain: and it rain. 
de- man; yet when he prayed, that God ed not on the earth 
im would make the children of Mrael by the ſpace of three 
by ſenſible, how highly they had of- rearsand fix months. 
„il fended him by their idolatry, by de- 
: of [© priving them of the rain from hea- 
ad- ven, for the ſpace of three years, and 
2 upwards ; God heard his prayer, 
der and deprived them thereof accord- 
s to Ting to his requeſt, for that ſpace, 
hri- whereby they were reduc'd to the 
he utmoſt iftreſ, | | 5 
ell- 18. And again, when at the ex- 18 And he pray- 
hall piration of that time, he prayed that ed again, and the 
the God would mercifully reſtore to them r gave” rain, 
„an the rain of heaven, for the produce forth f 22 
and - of the fruits of the earth; that they 28 
mif- might be convinc'd that the former 
judgment was brought upon them 
God for their iniquities : God again heard 
heat bis prayer, and ſent plenty of rain; * 
from and the earth brought foerh in great 
ſtore abundance. Which inſtance of God's 
ad if hearing the fervent prayer of this 
ment | upright man, is a good reaſon why 
all be you ſhould believe he will hear 


ou according to his promiſe, if you 


7 
2. 
. 
Dee 


m by fſincerely believe in, and obey him. 
dy to * As this is the moſt probable ſenſe of the original word, ſoit 
other, {W22ee® beſt with the inſtance given of Elias, whoſe prayer was an 


Inſpired prayer, 


F 2 


% 


19. And 


- 


the truth, and one 
convert him; 


wy | 
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109 Brethren, ifany 15 
of you do err from 


19. And finally for your incourage- 
ment to watch over one another for 
your mutual good, be aſſur'd that if 
any of you be ſeduced from his reli- 
gion and virtue, and another by his 


_ kind and prudent management fhall 


20 Let bimknow, 
that he which con- 
verteth the ſinner 
from the error of his 
way, ſhall ſave a ſoul 
from death, and ſhall 


hide a mukitude of 


recal him by repentance to holineſs 
and obedience ; | Ou 
20. He who proves the happy in- 
ſtrument of turning an offender from 
a faulty and criminal conduct, will 
be conſider d by God as having de- 
livered a rational mind from ruin and 
deſtruction, in preventing the diſmal 


effects of his tranſgreſſions, and there- 


by become intitled to that great re- 
ward which is promiſed to him who 
ſhall turn a finner from the ways of 
vice and folly to a fincere love of 
truth and a holy obedience, 


5 
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| The ſalutation, ver. 1. The apoſtle praiſeth God for 
the bleſſings of tbe, goſpel, 3: The. happy end of af- 
fliftions for the ſuke of it, 6. The goſpel ſalvation 
forertold hy the prophets under the old teſtament, 10. 
We are to hope for this ſalvation in the way of our 
duty, 13. We are redeem'd by the blood 55 Chriſt, 

_ the lamb of God fore-ordain'd before the foundation of _ 
the World, 18. The end of his reſurrefion aud glo- 
rification, 21. Chriſtians are to love one — 
ſince by regeneration they are enter'd into a neu and 
ſprritual relation, which is permanent. and eternal, 
as the word of God is by which they are regenerated, ' 


225. 


iT PETE R, an eye: witneſs to 1 DE TER aa a- 
the life and actions, and an poſtle of Je- 
apaſtle of Jeſus. Chriſt, commiſſiond ſus Chriſt, to the 
and ſent by him to inſtruct mankind ſtrangers ſcattered 
in the chriſtian religion: that may brecpbout Pontus, 
perform this commiſſion. in the full- 2 1 

eſt manner, I. cannot cantent. myſelf Er n 


| with; declaring by word of mouth, 


— 


this 


38 


to the forek nowledge 


of God the Father, 
through ſanctifica- 


tion of the Spirit un- 
to obedience, and 


ſprinkling. of the 


blood of Jeſus Chriſt: 
Grace unto you, and 


peace be multiplied. 


obedience; that you might be fitted 
to partake of that exceeding germs | 
grace and mercy, which he be 
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| leſs diſtance from 
1 + WOW; 

2 Elect according 2. | 
q » warmeſt affeQions, I ſend this let- 
ter; who have renounced this pre- 


Chap. I. 


this moſt gracious diſpenſation to 
the world; but would alſo by -writ- 


ing confirm and ſtrengthen all thoſe, 


who have been convinced of the 
truth of Chriſtianity, and have 
with honeſt minds yielded obedience 
to it. | 
And whereas my Lord and maſter 


"Jeſus Chrift, in a particular manner 
has committed to me the apeftleſhip 


of the circumciſion, and more im- 
mediately ſent me to the loſt houſe of 
Iſrael;' who by the righteous judg- 


ment of God are ſcatter'd throughout 
the world, as he threaten'd by his 


prophets, for the fins and idolatries 


of their forefathers ; I therefore take 
this opportunity of writing to you 


my brethren who have imbraced the 
chriſtian religion, and are now dil- 
pers'd thro Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 


Aocia, Bithynia and the Proconſu- 
lar Aſia, as not being able to aſſiſt 


you with my preſence, being at no 


you than Baby- 


2. To you therefore, with the 


ſent evil world, that you might ob- 


tain a better inheritance; whom the 
one God, the ſupreme Creator of all, 


and Father of them that fear him, 


made choice of from his _— 


foreknowledge of your, honeſt an 


good diſpoſitions; purifying your 


n 


earts by his Holy Spirit, and ſorting 
you apart 'to univerſal holineſs, an 


f 


OWS . 
on the "offending race of mankind, 
theo the death and ſacrifice 2 71 
| rin: 


Chap. 1, the If. of St. P E 


Chriſt: which unſpeakable favour 
and bleſſing, and that true joy and 
eace, which neceſſarily ariſe from 
it, I pray God you may be every 
day more and more fitted for, by 
your diligent attention to all his com- 
mands, _ „ 

3. In the view of this exceeding 
oreat felicity, with the utmoſt fer- 
vency, I bleſs and adore the God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


who has by his wonderful forbear- 
ance, and kind revelations, mani- 
felted his pity and compaſſion to 
a ſinful world ever ſince the fall. 
But has now much more abundantly 
diſcover'd his mercy and goodneſs, 
by the aſſurance he has given us that 
we are reſtored to his favour, thro' 
the ſacrifice made for us by the 
blood of Chriſt: fince Jeſus Chriſt 
who brought from heaven the doc- 
trine of reconciliation has been by 
God himſelf raiſed from the dead in 
atteſtation of it. RE El 
4. The conſequence of which re- 
conciliation is no leſs, than the 


| being entitled to an inheritance in- 


capable of all the changes and al- 
terations which things are liable to 
in this imperfe& fate; into which 
none ſhall be admitted but ſuch who 


have acquired the habits of goodneſs 


and purity; and which will endure 


THY © 


3 Blefled be the 
God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which according to 
his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us a- 
gain unto a live 

bope, by the reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt - 
from the dead, | 


4 Ton inheri- 
tance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in heaven 
for you, 


for ever, very unlike to that corrup- 


tible, defiled, and faded inheritance 
8 which you Tſraclites are fal- 
en, . 5 

5. It being indeed an inheritance 
which God himſelf has provided in 
heaven, for all thoſe who attend to 
the revelation he has made to man- 


kind, and comply with the kind 


5 Who are kept 
by the power of God 
through faith unto 

ſalvation, ready to be 
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revealed in the laſt 
time. 


6 Wherein ye 

eatly rejoice, tho 
— For : ſeaſon (if 
need be) ye are in 
heavineſs through 
manifold temptati- 
Ons. a 


7 That the trial 
of your faith being 
much more precious 
than of gold that pe- 
riſneth, though it be 
tried with fire, might 
be found unto praiſe 
and honour, and glo- 
ry at the 8 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 

= 
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aids and afliftances given by the 
Spirit of God, and yield a fincere 


_ obedience to his laws; theſe ſhall 


be ſnatch'd from the deſtruction 
which is coming upon the world, 
and ſhall be made partakers of 


that glory and 1 fe s which ſhall 


be made manifeſt at the day of 
judgment. 

6. In the ſure expeQation of this 
inheritance, your minds are fill'd 
with unſpeakable joy, notwithſtand- 
ing God permits you for wiſe rea- 
ſons to go thro very great trials and 


afflictions. 


7. Neither indeed ought theſe af. 
flictions in the leaſt to diſcourage 
you, becauſe as gold, a thing which 
is only for this preſent fate, and is 
to have an end, yet by being melt- 


ed in the fire, is ſo far from loſing 


its goodneſs, that it truly becomes 
more valuable; ſo theſe afflitions 
which God ſuffers you to be tried 
with here will be ſo far from being 
to your detriment, that they will bs 


a means of refining and purifying you, 


and bringing you to a greater con- 
formity to his will : whereby when 
you ſhall ſtand before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, you will be fitted to 
receive from him ſuch high appro- 
bation and applauſe, as becomes 
your great fidelity in ſteddily adher- 
ing to the truth under ſo great 
trials; and ſhall be raiſed to that 


exceeding great glory, which God 


has prepared for all thoſe who love 
and obey the Lord 
and follow him through the greateſt 
ſufferings. and perſecutions, 


8. Which 


Jeſus Chrift, 


” 
*® 


8. Which you doin ſo eminent a man- 
ner, that tho' you never were ſo ha p- 
py as to have converſed with him 
while he was upon earth, and tho he 
does not now preſent himſelf to your 
bodily eyes, yet believing thoſe great 


truths which we who were preſent 


with him during his miniſtry upon 
earth teſtify of him, you chearfully 
ſubmit to all manner of injuries for his 
| 7 fake, from the higheſt ſenſe of love 
- = andgratitude, whilſt your minds from 
- [© your firm beleif of that glory w hich 
| is to be reveal'd are fill'd, with inex- 
= preflible joy as a foretaſte of your fu- 

ture dignity and. happineſs. 

9. By which in 5 — meaſure you 
poſſeſs, even here, the great end of 
pour faithfulneſs and obedience to 
Chriſt, which is no leſs than the deli- 
verance of your ſouls from the de- 
ſtruction of the world, and the obtain- 
ing eternal life and felicity. 

10. Which great deliverance 
by Jeſus Chriſt, was conſtantly 
| ſpoke of by all che prophets of our na- 
tion, whoſe minds were always filled 
E with the moſt earneſt deſire of further 
light and knowledge of that mercy 
and favour which God would ſhew 
to mankind by the Meſſiah ; 

11. Always. labouring with 
the utmoſt diligence to diſcover, 
| what was the meaning of thoſe pro- 
| phecies, which the holy Spirit gave to 
mankind by them, which intimated 
both the time when the Meſſiah 
| ſhould come, and ſpoke of thoſe great 
ſufferings which he was to undergo 
for our ſakes, and alſo pointed our 


| rity which, as a reward for his ſuffer- 
ings, he ſhould be a with. 


that extenſive dominion and autho- 
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8 Whom having 
not ſeen, ye love; in 
whom, though now 
ye ſee him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoyce 
with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory: 


9 Receiving the 
end of your faith, «- 
ven the ſalvation of 
your ſouls. 


10 Of which ſal- 
vation the prophets 
have enquired and 
ſearched diligently, 
who propheſied of 
the grace that ſhould 
come unto you: 


11 Searching what, 
or what manner of 
time tae Spirit of 
Chriſt which was in 
them did ſignify, 
when it teſtified be- 
forchand the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt, and 
the glory that ſhould 
follow. 3 


12. Whick 


42 

12 Unto whom it 
was revealed, that 
not unto themſelves, 
but unto us they did 
miniſter the things 


which are now re- 


ported unto you by 
them that have 
preached the goſpel 
unto you, with the 
holy Ghoſt ſent down 
from heaven; which 
things the angels de- 
"ire to look into. 


12 Wherefore ꝑird 
up the loyns of your 
mind, be ſober, and 
hope to the end, for 
the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at 
the revelation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; 


14 As obedient 
children, not faſhion- 
ing your ſelves ac- 
cording to the for- 
mer luſts in your ig- 
Rorance: 
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12. Which things were diſcover'd 
to them, not ſo much for their own 
ſakes, as for ours; that they might 
be aſſiſting to us, in explaining the 
doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt ; that when 
you compare theſe prophecies, with 
the account which we have given you 
of him, and which has been demon. 
ſtrated to be true and faithful, by 
the miraculous operations of the ho- 


ly Spirit, you might be fully convinc- 


ed of the truth of the chriſtian reli- 
gion: which things are of ſo great 
importance, that the very angels of 
God, thoſe beings ſo highly exalted 
above us, think them moſt wor- 
thy of their examination, and with 
great delight and pleaſure look into 
the wonderful and wiſe contrivance 


of God, in redeeming the world by 


Jeſus Chriſt. 

13. Seeing therefore God has been 
ſo gracious, as to make known to 
you his exceeding great love thro 
Jeſus Chriſt ; let it raiſe you to the 
exerting of all your powers and fa 
culties, in his ſervice; behave your: 
ſelves with all ſobriety, nor {ſuffer 
any circumſtances of this preſent life 
to diſcompoſe you; but keep your 
minds fix'd upon theſe great truths, 


that you may be conſtantly filled 
with the aſſured hope 


of that eter- 
nal inheritance, which he has pro 
miſed you in Chriſt Jeſus, when by 


him he ſhall reward every man ac. 


cording to his works. m_ 
14. Which that you may obtain, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary, that # 
God has taken you into the rel 
tion of children, you ſhould reve- 
rence him as your Father by {incete- 
ly obeying his laws, and a 
b „ 
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all thoſe fooliſh and vicious prac- 
tices, which you were guilty of, 


while you gave yourſelves up to the 


worſhip of dumb idols. 

15. But having now renounced 
them, and given yourſelves up to 
the ſervice of the only true God, 
whoſe actions are all conducted by 
the eternal laws of holineſs, righte- 

oufneſs, and truth; you are alſo ob- 
liged to conduct your lives in the 
ſame manner. 1 


4. And indeed holineſs has ever 
i been an indiſpenſable obligation, on 


all who belong to God, or pretend 
to any intereſt in him; agreeable 
9 0 what is written in the law of 
" WW Moſes, Be ye holy for I am holy. 
© (Lev. xi. 44. xix. 2.) 

dy. And fince we as chriſtians 
s WW worſhip the ſame univerſal Father 
as did our anceſtors under the Moſa- 


ck diſpenſation, that ſupreme being 
oe who will with impartial juſtice re- 
ro ho will wit p J 


de ward every man according to his 
ers works; let us ſpend the ſhort time 


fa of our continuance in this world in a 
pa | cautious fear of offending him, or 
* doing any thing that is contrary to 
ne bis moſt holy will. 

on 18. Which you who are of the 
— f ten tribes ought in a moſt particu- 
alle I lar manner to be careful of, fince 
ett” Bt God has again reſtored you to his 
Pl | favour, and recover d you from your 
0 2) Bi idolatry and vain worſhip, attend- 
n 4c ed with many fooliſh and criminal 
,  , Writes, which you perform'd for no 
5 other reaſon, but becauſe your fa- 
| 


thers did it before you; without 


rel: anv rat; f ; 
y rational hope of its being ap 
: e proved by : from which ate 
"Ling of folly and idolatry you are now 


G 2 


15 But as he which 
hath called you is ho- 
ly, fo be ye holy. in 
all manner of con- 
verſation: 


16 Becauſe it is 


written, Be ye holy, 


for I am holy. 


17 And if ye call 
on the Father, who 
without reſpe&t of 
perſons judgeth ac- 
cording to every 
mans work, paſs the 
time of your ſojourn. 
ing here in fear; 


18 Foraſmuch as 
ye know that ye 
were not redeemse 
ed with corruptible 
things, as ſilver and 
gold, from your vain 
converſation receiv- 
ed by tradition from 


your fathers : 


cedeem d 
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that raiſed him up 

from the dead, and 
ave him glory, that 
our faith and hope 
might be in God, 


redeem'd, not by the offering of f 
ſuch periſhable things as filver and | 
gold, which have no tendency to | 
10 purify the mind; 5 | 
j 19 But with the 19 and 20. But by the truly valua- : 
þ 88 blood of ple blood of Chriſt, who even before a 
1 _ wo! ogy the exiſtence of this preſent world, 
Nt —_ "20a ang was appointed by the God and Fa- 
5 bob e ther of all, for the redemption of r 
4 20. Who verily was 1 W * 
"I foreordained before the fallen race of mankind ; which 
= the foundation of the in this preſent age hath been ac- t 
1 world, but was ma- compliſh'd by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . 
| nifeſt in theſe laſt inhabiting a human body, and after ; 
4 times for you; having ſet us an example of holineſs t 
. | and obedience, to the laws of God, 
4 being himſelf perfectly pure and free t 
17 from all ſin, giving up his life on T 
A the croſs for us ; he dais indeed t 
. that ſpotleſs and holy ſacrifice, which I 
14 was obſcurely pointed out to us, by t 
i that lamb free from all natural de- F 
ju fects, which we Fews once a year .-@ 
offer'd to God, on the great day of « 
„„ exp. i 
21 Who by him 21. This moſt excellent perſon did, t. 
do believe in God I ſay, in this preſent age lay down a 


his life for you, who believe that 
God ſent him to reconcile the world 
by faith and obedience to himſelf ; 
which that he hath done, God him- 
ſelf hath demonſtrated by raifing 
him from the dead, and receiving 
him up into inexpreſſible glory: 


that your belief, that God has pro- 8 


vided an eternal inheritance for you, b 

and your hope of enjoying it might 0 

be without any uncertainty or waver- f 

ing. FE. HQ > 

22 Seeing ve have 5 And ſince the belief of theſe n 

purified your ſouls in great truths has had ſuch a good | 
pbeying the truth effect upon your minds thro the 

phrough the Spirit, ſſiſtancè of God's Holy Spirit, and l 


unto unfeigned loye has made you ſo diligent in obeying 


the 
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the laws of God, that you have 
brought yourſelves as his children 
to a ſincere love of all who by the 
ſame faith are become your com- 
mon brethren; take care that ye 
continue to love one another with 
that ſincere affection and that high 
degree of it, which becomes ſuch a 
relation : 


23. Remembering that your bre- . 


thren as well as yourſelves are by 
the renewing of the mind become 
the children of the ever-living God ; 
that both they and you owe that 
birth from which your ſpiritual rela- 
tion of chriſtian brethren is derived, 
not to any corruptible principle, like 
that from whence thoſe temporal re- 
lations ariſe which ſhall periſh with 
the body; but to the incorruptible 
principle of the divine word. And 
as that divine word itſelf ſhall live 
and abide. for ever; ſo will it give 
to thoſe who are born of it, an en- 
trance into an incorruptible fate : 
and conſequently your relation to 
thoſe who like yourſelves have the 


ſeeds of eternal life ſown in them, 


will never ceaſe, as thoſe relations 
mult, which ariſe from our animal 
natures, - PL ata 

2 4. For all the relations of this 
world are like ourſelves, of ſhort 
continuance: and all the glory we 
boaſt of may very fitly be compared 
to the graſs of the field; which 
though beautifully green in the morn- 
ing, yet by the heat of the ſun is 
made to wither before night, and 
loſes all its verdu rere. 

25. But the juſt and righteous 
laws of God are of eternal duration: 
and theſe eternal and unchangeable 


54 
of the brethren; ſe⸗ 
that ye love one a- 
nother with a pure 
heart feryently : 


23 Being born a- 
gain, not of corrup- 
tible ſeed, but of in- 


corruptible, by the 
word of God, which 


liveth and abideth for 
ever. ; 


24 For all fleſh is 
as graſs, and all the 
glory of man as the 
flower of graſs. The 
graſs ,withereth, and 
the flower thereof 
falleth away : 


25 But the word 
of the Lord endureth 
for ever. And this 


laws, 


46 APARAPHRASE on Chap, II. 
is the word which by Jaws, together with the motives 
the goſpel is preach- which enforce them, are the ſub- 
ed unto you. ſtance of that goſpel, which is 
preached to you as the proper means 
of preparing and diſpoſing your 
minds for that eternal life of * 
pineſs, which it graciouſly offers to 


you. 


- 
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chriſtia rs are to avoid all Uncharitableneſs, and to make 
uſe of the word of God for their increaſe in holineſt i 


and all chriſtian virtues, ver. 1, Chriſt the founda- 
tion and chief corner ſtone ; the happineſs and privi- 
lege of thoſe who receive him, and are built upon him; 
| and the miſery of thoſe who reject him, 4. The ten 
tribes rejected for their idolatry from being the people 
of God; but thoſe of them who believe in Chriſt, nov WM fro 
reftor'd to that privilege, and all the bie ſſings which MW bu 
accompany it, 9. They muſt maintain a holy and WW ho 
blameleſs converſation, 11. They are to be obedien WM re: 
ro magiſtrates, 13. Servants muſt obey their maſters, fice 
and ſuffer patiently in well doing, after the example ſiſt 
of Chriſt, 18. The aeſign of Chriſt's death, 24. flo 
| | wit 
? Herefore 1. QEEING therefore you have anc 
laying a- paſt thro' ſuch an important bk 
fide all malice, and change, take great care for the fu - thr 
Is gland al o_ 275 act ſuitably to it, and par- —— 
| , , > ticularly guard againſt every malici- Phe 
and all evũl- ſpeakings, dus and beg ne againſt in 2 
all fraud and injuſtice, againſt envy and 
and diſcontent, and againſt all revil- whe 
ing and evil-ſpeaking. | bect 
*. As newborn . 2. And fince you are taken out of by 
babes defire the ſin- this evil world, and rranflated into a way 
ecre milk of the word, ſtate oppoſite to it, confiſting of righ- ted 
that ye may grow teouſnels, love, and peace; act as with 
thereby : ſuch who are juſt enter'd into a — cely 


* >. 
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ate of exiſtence ; and carefully in- 
form yourſelves of the rules and pre- 
cepts of the ſociety into which you 
are admitted; that conſtantly increaſ- 


ing in knowledge, and daily perfect. 


ing your obedience, you may be- 


come wiſe and uſeſul members of 


it; and be more and more fitted 


; for the ſervice of your Lord and 


maſter :_ 
3. Which indeed you can't help 


thoſe great and valuable bleſſings, 
which Chrif has purchas'd for you; 

4. Whom you depend on as your 
Saviour, to whom joyning yourſelves 
as unto the chief part and ſupport 


of a living building, deſpiſed indeed 
by the powers of this world, but moſt 


highly eſteem'd by God; 
5. Ye alſo having receiv'd life 


| from him, are together with him 
| built up a ſpiritual temple, a prieſt- 
hood diſtinguiſhed by internal and 
real holineſs, fitted to offer up ſacri- 
| fices of a ſpiritual nature, which con- 
| fiſt of _ and thankſgiving, and 
| flow 


m minds deeply impreſs'd 
with a ſenſe of God's great mercy 
and goodneſs : | 

6. Which ſacrifices he will accept 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt; as it is very 
beautifully repreſented by the pro- 
phet Iſaiah. Behold (ſays he) I lay 
in Zion, a chief corner ſtone, choſen, 
and beloved, (Jai. xxviii. 16.) By 
whom both Few and Gentile ſhall 


become one building; he being choſe 


by God for that purpoſe, as every 
way qualified for the truſt commit- 
ted to him; ſo that all thoſe wha 
with honeſt and fincere minds re- 


ccive his doctrines, and obey his 


3 lf fo be ye have 


doing, if you have a true ſenſe of taſted that the Lord 


is gracious. 


4 To whom come 
ing, 4s unto a living 


ſtone, diſallowed in- 


deed of men, bur 
choſen of God, and 
precious, | 

5 Ye alſo as live- 
ly ſtones, are built 
up a ſpiritual houſe, 


an holy prieſthood, to 


offer up ſpiritual ſa- 
crifices, acceptable to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, 


6 Wherefore alſo 


it is contained in the 


ſcripture, Behold, 1 
lay in Sion a chief 
corner-ſtone, ele, 
recious : and he that 
believeth on him ſhall 
not be confounded. 
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laws, ſhall eſcape the condemnation 
of the world, and ſhall ſtand ap- 


proved in the day of judgment. 


7 Unto you there- 
fore which believe, 
he is precious: but 
unto them which be 
diſobedient, the ſtone 
which the builders 
difallowed, the ſame 
is made the head of 
the corner. 


5. Therefore as for you, who be. 
lieve his doctrines, and ſubmit to his 
authority, aſſure yourſelves, that he 
will raiſe you to the higheſt honour, 
and dignity; and that in the moſt 
open and publick manner. But let 
them know, who reject him, that 
that perſon, whom the powers of 
this world both Few, and :Gentil: 
refuſed to obey, and united together 


to deſtroy, him God has declared, 


8 And a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to 
them which ſtumble 
at the word, being 
diſobedient, where- 
unto alſo they were 
appointed. | 


* 
dd 
* =; 
— 
4 
* 


9 But ye area cho- 
ſen generation, a roy- 
al prieſthood, an ho- 
ly nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye ſhould 
ſhew forth the praiſes 
of him who bath call- 
ed you out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous 
light. 


from it, by your vain converſation 


by raiſing him from the dead, to be 
the deliverer who was to come, and 
the perſon, thro' whom alone he will 
ſhow favour to mankind. | (/ 
F een 
8. And therefore ſince they have 
refuſed, him, whom God hath ap- 
pinted Lord of all, of which God 
ath given undeniable evidence ; he 
will give-them up to their own wick- 
ed diſpoſitions, whereby they will 
go on, more and more, to oppoſe 
his gracious diſpenſation of love and 


mercy, (Iſai. viii. 14.) till, having 


compleated their meaſure of ini 
quity, God will bring upon them 
that terrible deſtruction, which they 
ha ve been ſa often fore warn d of. 
9. But you who, . 
ble diſpoſitions, have believed the 
Chriſtian revelation, are now be- 
come the pure and ſpotleſs Church of 
God, being purify'd from all ble- 
miſh by the blood of Chriſt: and 
all thoſe endearing names, and ex. 
alted titles, which. God formerly be- 
{towed upon the Fewriſh Church, be- 
long to you; Who tho long ſeparated 


an 
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and idolatries, are now in the moſt 
eminent degree, by your faith in 
Chriſt, become a choſen generation, 
an aſſembly of kings and. prieſts to 
God, a ſociety ſet apart to holineſs; 
a, purchaſed, people; by tho blood ot 
Chriſt: that you ſhould by holy and 
unblameable li ves, evidence the ſenſe 
you have of the, exceeding love and 
goodneſs of God, Who has taken 
ou out of that dark ſtate of hea- 


theniſm in which you were involved, 
. and reſtor'd you to his favour by 
) the, goſpel of his only begotten Son, 


8 whereby you are fitted for eternal 
d glory and happineſse 
10. In whole recovery begins to 10 Which in time 
l. be fulfillid what was ſo many. ages paſt were not a peo- 

ago faretold by the prophet Haſea 5 ple, but are now the 
10 in that he declares that the Mraeli- people of God: which 
p- ili nation, who. ſhould for. ſeveral bad not obtained 
od ages laſe the character of being thei merch, bur now have 


* 


de peaple of God, ſhould become che obtained mere. 
k- 8⁰ le of God 3 and that thoſe whom 
vill od in his righteous judgment would 
oſe for their iĩdolatries give, up a prey to 
and the idolatrous nations, ſhould obtain 
10g mercy, and be. reſcued: from that 
inn. tate, of wickedneſs, and: idolatsy, in 
dem which they had been) ſo: long ſunk 
hey and almoſt loſt. (Hof. ii. 23, * } 

II. Now;,my:dearly beloved, let 11 Dearly beloy- 
cha- me intteat you, as thoſe who are ed, 1 beſeech you as 
the convinced of the excellency of the firangers and pil- 
be- 2323 | | oe : 
ch of ; 3 771 ; v4. 0 | v1 8 #5. 4 | 1 HE 
ble- * This prophecy, as alſo that in Hof. i. 10. plainly relates to 


if" the 1/raelitifſh nation: and whereas St. Paul in Rom. ix. 24, 25, 
25. ſeems to apply it to the Gentiles, the meaning is only this, 
1 that as Hojea propheſy'd, that thoſe of the ten tribes who ſhould 
| believe in Chriſt, ſhould become the people of God, which privi- 
ege they -had'Joſt by their idolatry; fo, in like manner, the Gen- 
ated :1lz;; who before were not the people of God, were become his 
ion, People by the fame faith in Chriſt. : 
and | 3 chriſtian 
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grims, abſtain from 
fleſhly luſts, which 
war againſt the foul ; 


chriſtian inſtitution, the reaſonable- - 


neſs of its laws, and the unſpeakable 
greatneſs of its rewards; in the 
bopes of which you have by Bap- 
tiſm renounced the pomps and plea- 
fures of this evil world, and given 
up yourſelves to the direction of an 


oppoſite power; let me prevail up- 


on you, I ſay, ſteddily to act accord- 
ingly, and not ſuffer yourſelves for 
the future, to be brought under the 
power of the ſenſitive pleaſures of 
this world, which have a direct ten- 
dency to debaſe your minds and 
draw you off from your attention to 
ſpiritual things, and conſequently 


from your obedience to the laws of 


12 Having your 
converſation honeſt 
among the Gentiles : 
that whereas they 
ſpeak againſt you 
as eyil-doers, they 
mav by your good 
works which they 
ſhall behold, glorify 
God in the day of 
viſitation, 


God. 

12. But converſe with the idola- 
trous Gentiles with whom you live, 
in a ſober and chaſt manner; al- 
ways ready to do them all the good 
in your power; whereby you will 
have a very great influence on thoſe 


very perſons who now ſpeak evil of 


you, and take every occaſion of in- 
juring you, when they ſhall obſerve 
your patience and humility, your 
meekneſs and goodneſs, your readi- 
neſs to return acts of kindneſs for te- 
proach and ſufferings, and your pati- 
ent ſubmitting even to the moſt pain- 
ful and cruel death for the ſake of 
Chriſt, in the afſur'd hopes of an hap- 
y immortality; and themſelves alſo 
Fer awaken'd unto confideration by 
that exemplary and publick judg- 
ment which God is about to pour 
out on the Jerviſh nation, for their 
crucifying the Lord of life and glory; 
awakned, I ſay, by theſe conſidera- 
tions, they will own the righteous 
band of God, and glorify him by 
= acknow- 


Chap. II. he 1}. of St. P E 
acknowledging Jeſus Chriſt for the 
true Meſſiab and Saviour of the 
world. 8 : EE 
13. And whereas the Jewiſh na- 
tion has pretended to an exemption 
from all government and authority, 
except that of their own nation, I 
think it proper carefully to guard 
you againſt any ſuch pernicious doc- 
trine, and take this opportunity ear- 
neſtly to exhort you to a chearful 
ſubmiſſion to the laws of the ſeveral 
governments, under which the pro- 
vidence of God has placed you ; 
which ſubmiſſion is both well pleaſ 
ing to God, and required by him : 
and that, whether thoſe laws are im- 


p mediately iſſued out by the ſupreme 

7 authority, 

14. Or are ſuch as are given by 

inferior magiſtrates who receive their 

It authority from the ſupreme power; 

ſe they both uniting in one and the 

of ſame deſign, vis. the good of the 

0- ſociety both in puniſhing ſuch as by 

ve unjuſt and wicked actions diſturb 
ur its peace, and by rewarding thoſe 

di- who by commendable actions pro- 

re- mote its welfare. | 

i- 15. And this obedience God re- 

in. WE quires of you, that your ready com- 

of pliance with the juſt and nels 

ap- laws of the country in which you 
allo live, may put to filence the hea- 

aby WE thens, and make them aſhamed of 
dg- che falfities they charge you with, 
bout who would make you guilty of all 

heir WE that ſtubbornneſs and diſobedience to 
or your governours, with which the 

lers- 


| 7ewiſh nation is ſo juſtly tax'd. 

16, Nay further, tho Chriſt has 
indeed freed you from the burthen- 
ſome ceremonies of the FO law, 

| 1 2 


FE MG. 


13 Submit your. 
ſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man for 
the Lord's ſake : wh. 
ther it be to the king 
as ſupreme; 


14 Orunto gover- 


nors, as unto them 


that are ſent by him, 
for the puniſhment of 
evil-doers, and for 
the praiſe of them 
that do well. 


15 For fo is the 
will of God, that witn 
well doing ye may 
put to ſilenee the ig- 
norance of foolith 
men. 


16 As free, and 


not uſing your liber- 


ty for a cloke of ma- 
yet 
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liciouſneſs, but as the 
ſervants of God. 


17 Honour all men. 
Love the brother- 
hood. Fear God. Ho- 
nour the king. 


ret don't uſe even this real freedom 
in an inſulting and oſtentatious man- 
ner to provoke Four 'Fewwiſh bre- 
thren, who have not your kriow- 
ledge; the doing of which can only 
proceed from a wicked diſpoſition, 
which is directly oppofite to Chriſti- 
anity'; but do all things as the faith- 
ful ſervants of the God of love and 
potcani>in vr 2; MT p57 
17. Which that you may perform 
in the moſt perfect manner, obſerve 
theſe. following rules, Be kind and 
reſpectful to all men, even unto 
your enemies. Raiſe in your, 


breaſts the higheſt degree of love, 


even to the laying down of your 


lives for thoſe Who are your bre- 


thren in the: faith. Bear at all times 


1% Servants, be 
ſubject to your mal- 
ters with all ſear, not 


only to the good and 


zenile, but alſo to the 
roward. 


in your minds the higheſt reverente 


to God the ſupreme governour of 


the world; always afraid of offending 
him. And laſtly, chearfully obey the 
laws of your governour;' who receives 
his power from God: for the good 
and welfare of thoſe who are under 
him. 1 . 5 3 F $ oh, 
18. I ſhall now proceed to give 
you ſome directions in the more pri- 
vate and interiour parts of life, in 
which let every one act ſuitable to 
the ſtation in which God has placed 
bim. In particular, let thoſe who ate 
in a ſtate of ſlavery ſubmit to their 
condition of life, yielding a ready 
obedience to their maſter's com- 
mands, as being well-plea ſing to God, 
whom: they are required to reve- 
rence, as having a proper authority 
over them: and this ready obedi- 


\F j 


3. EY 


who ate in A 


Chap. II. the If. ef St. P ET ER 53 


maſter who is kind and ange but 
to him alſo who is of 4 moroſe and 
cruel diſpoſition. | 


19. And" to encoura e you to 
ESE diſcharge of Jour duty „e 
under great difficult Jo 'know, that 


Jod Gerves All” your aBtjons, abd f 
that if you" whe 1 * to th 4 
ſevere and 1 In jurious reatment © 

cruel and wicked maſter, Bod w 5 
obſerves your Patient Tubmifſion in 
obedience ro bis ' ermands, will re- 

ward yoo. 5 , 


20. But if you are really alley of . 


faults, your ſabe ttin 
is no as than yo 
du 'to ho Ni = 100 
oitg.” Bdt 
good and ebnete 
rake it paxlently, CY 1 4050 
God will ap tove an reward. 1 
21. And tho the above direftion 
is immediately deſig n'd for eb, 
ate GO Ki bjection and 
ſlavery; yet let every op wha pro- 
feffes Mine a a chri ian know, tat 
our very religion calls us to a ſtate 
of ſelf-denfal and ſuffering': for Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf our Lord 18 mater, 
gave ü 5 his life on 11 crols for us, 
being put to death for his reat loye. 
to mankind'; ' and has the rei] 
complete pattern "of p patient  Tyffering' 


for well doing; and ag be died for us, 


ſhment 


+» da DO UND 


a punti 
, nor are 


ward or ſo 
0 100 
1125 "I 


ſo he expects "we ſhould. alſo chear-' 


fully undergo all! manger "of i injuries, 
and death itſelf, in the cauſe of reli- 
gion and virtue. 

24. And can we think much of 
| == a 4 woes ? who 460 
pertectly "free from all im vtity an 
deßlement, "and. Who W 


| ſet us a. | 


id , 


19 For his? is thank 
worth thy; if a 25 
ay ret th 


od: endure 
fe 0 wrongh 


20 For whatglory 
is it, if when ye be 
buffeted 2 your 
faults, a” ſha] take 
i; patiengly ? hat if 

en ys dg. well, and 
for, it, Js ks 

it rate 3, this, ; 
acceptable with God. 

21 For 135 bars: 
unto w ec 
bers Nu ale af 
ſuffered for us, leay- 
ing us an example, 
that ye ſhould follow 
his ſteps : 


22 Who did no 
ſin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: 


1 
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23 Who when he 
was reviled, reviled 


not again; when he 
ſuffered, he threatned 


not; but committed 
himſelf to him that 
judgeth righteouſſy: 


24 Who bis own 
ſelf bare our ſins in 
his own body on the 
tree, that we being 
dead to fin, ſhould 
live unto righteouſ- 
neſs: by whoſe ſtripes 
ye were healed. 


2; For ye were as 
ſheep going aſtray ; 
but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of your 
ſouls, 


unkind action; much leſs injured or 
deceived any one; | 

23. Who when the moſt ſevere 
and unjuſt reproaches were caſt up. 


on him, made no return, but meekly 


and filently endured them ; and when 
he paſſed thro' cruel ſcourgings and 
buffetings, and at laſt was put to the 
moſt vile and ignominious death, 


45 he did not ſo much as threaten 


his perſecutors, tho he had the pow- 
er of heaven on his fide ; but pati- 


— 


ently ſubmitted his cauſe to the 
righteous and juſt governour of the 
world to determine for him: 

24. Which cruel death of the croſs 
he went thro' not for his own but 


for our ſakes, to make expiation to 


God by his blood for our tranſgreſ- 
ſions; that ſo having procured us the 
pardon of our paſt offences, we 
ſhould utterly renounce all manner 


ol fin and iniquity, as being dead to 


the allurements of this preſent evil 


world; and as ſuch who have had 


a real change paſs'd upon us, em- 
ploy our whole lives, in the ſteddy 


practice of univerſal holineſs, pati- 


ence, and refignation to the will 
of God; chearfully following the ex- 
ample our Lord has ſet us; fince by 
thoſe very ſufferings, our iniquities 
are eraſed, and ourſelves reſtored 
to the favour of God, and reſcued 
from death and deſtruction. 

25. And this in a particular man- 
ner ſhould affect you, who are of 
the loſt houſe of Iſrael, fitly compar- 
ed to ſheep gone aſtray ; who hav- 
ing deſerted the true ſheepfold, 
the church, and the worſhip of the 
only true God, yourſelves diſperſed 
among the Gentiles, and with them 


ſunk 


— 
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ſunk into vice and idolatry, now 
thro' the exceeding great mercy 
and favour of God, are anew 
brought into his ſheepfold, and 
again reſtored to his church; be- 
ing reduced under the good Shep- 
| herd Jeſus Chriſt, who is indeed 
| the true Meſſiah, promiſed unto your 
; WE foretatbers, and the great inſtructor 
ſent by God to recover the fallen 
race of mankind, from all manner 
of fin and pollution, and to prepare 
them by holineſs and purity for, and 
conduct them to, eternal glory and 
| happineſs, 


Wi | 
: CHAP. II. 
© 8 | 
rc Tie duties of wives, ver. 1. Of husbands, v. J. Of 
0 all chriſtians towards one another and towards all 
il men, 8. Motives and encouragements thereto, 10. 
d The duty and happineſs of thoſe who ſuffer for righte- 
A  onſueſs ſake, 14. The example of Chriſt propos d for 
y WW ther encouragement ; whoſe ſufferings, death, reſur- 
1. rection, and exaltation, with the benefits of them, 
lll are declar d, 18, | £93 
y 11 NOW proceed to give ſome I IKE WISE, ye 
es directions for the behaviour of 1. wives, be in 
d thoſe who are enter'd into the mar- ſubjection to your 


4 Wriage ſtate; and firſt with reſpect to 292 husbands; that 
[the woman: know then it is the era 9297 not the 
n- will of God, that the wife ſhould 3 * 1 
of be in ſubjed ion to her husband; and be won by the con- 
r- chat the ſame inferiority which verſation of the wives; 
Cod appointed on the defection of 
d, our firſt parents, ſhould be till con- 
he tinued; whether the husband has 
ed embraced the chriſtian religion or + 
| WEL EE. | not ; 


5b 4 PonAr uA Chip. fl. 


not”; and for the encouragement: of 


1 * who are matri ed to, heathens, 5 


14 ure Ne. that py can, be 
note likely to gain your. bus Jan e to 
the” chef fath, 0 their be- 


holding the” good _ 2 ok it, in 
* es a 4 5 © 


2 2 While they be- Whe En " they you ſo my wh 
hold your chafte con- N the bye 55 in e 
verſation coupled with neck and chafle 2 be :hayiour ; 1 reve-. 
fear, red&ins your husbands, Ad, chgar-. 
fally”'p forming Nhat they require, 

of you, in obedience to the laws of 


3 Whoſe 8 8 8 that you may "molt ef. 
ing, let it not be that fectually do, don't employ your pains 
outward advrning; of and time in adofnihg: Your egen: 
plaifing the Hair, arid” by nice plaiti ng your 8 or deck- 
of wearing of gold, ing yourſelves in chains of gold; or 
or of putting on of ig the weafing of rich and ſumptu- 
* ous apparel, which indeed are only 

_ after by vain and lewd wo- 
wo on! le to deceive 
oom and! Botant men 3 

4 But ler 7 it ze be 4. Bat dd you "Budo approve 
hidden*1 man of the! Votes to BY. own husbands, b 
heart, in chat“ lente the governincht df your, Mons, 90 
is not 8 . by cquiring thoſe" true and* Valuable 

ven dhe ornamknf ö oben ofthe" mind, w ich will 


a meek and quiet ſpi- ; 
d the fit you for an eternal dur tion: "there 


df ercat- fore_poſſels your breaſts, with, ten- 
— 1 Bret” def and Kind difpofitic 14 J. and be- 
th . 4 F824 

have outſelves' under r every circum-, 
ſtande of life, with” patience, and 


merke chf py a quick : and J ſub-. 
milfive behabidir 7 you, may. gain up, 


on Soy AR Gl en; wh ich 
rethper and dil} tion of mind is 
kg Gai in the fight c of God,. 
| If receiye from him E very 
: and wi rec BE 1 
s For after this K not think,” that by 
manner in the old th 
| new 


proctpts, 1 oblige you "to any 
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new duty ; for thro' all the ages of 
the world, the wiſeſt and beit wo- 
men have practis'd after the ſame 
manner; and all who have feared 
God, have always thought them- 
ſelves obliged to reverence and obey 
their husbands ; 

6. Of which obedience we T/-ae- 
lites have the moſt eminent exam- 
ple, in the perſon of Sarah the 
pious wife of our father Abraham; 
to whom ſhe yielded a conftant ſub- 
jection in all her actions; and which 
ſhe teſtify'd by calling him her 
lord, and head: [Gen. xviii. 12.] 
in whom we juſtly glory, not only 
in that he was the head of our na- 
tion, but alſo as being one of the 
beſt of men: and you will prove 
yourſelves to be the true daughters 
of your obedient and holy morher, 
if, following her example, you ſuffet 
nothing to diſcourage you ſtom a 
ſteddy practice of your duty, 

7. And as the wife ought to be 
diligent in performing her duty to 
her husband ; ſo ought the husband 
to be very careful to practiſe thoſe 
duties towards his wife, to which he 
is oblig'd by his moſt holy religion; 


which requires every man to have 


but one wife, for whom he is to for- 
lake father and mother, and being 


united in one intereſt, to love and 
cheriſh her; and forſaking all others, 
to cleave to her alone; and by con- 
ſulting her temper, and conſtitution, 
and complying with her, in all her 
reaſonable' defires, conſtantly guard 
againſt all thoſe temptations, which 
the weakneſs of her ſex might ex- 


par her to; always eſteeming your- 


ves as Joint heirs of that eternal 
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time, the holy wo- 
men alſo who truſt- 
ed in God adorned 
theniſelves, being in 
ſubjection unto their 
own husbands; 


6 Even as Sara o- 
beyed Abraham, call- 
ing him Lord: whole 
daughters ye are as 
long as. ye do well, 
and are not afraid 
with any amazement: 


7 Likewiſe, ye 
husbands, d well with 
them according to 
knowledge, givin 
honour unto the wiſe 
as unto the weaker 
veſſel, and as being 


heirs together of the 


grace of life; that 
your prayers be not 
hindred. 


inheri- 


ö 


19 
14 
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inberitance, which God has provid- 


ed for you: therefore carefully pre- 
ſerve your mutual love and eſteem 
for each other; that you may toge- 
ther put up your united prayers to 
God, without any diſcompoſure or 
diſorder of mind; which any diſz- 


greement between you would cer- 


8 Finally, Ze ye 
all of one mind, hav- 


ing compaiſion one 


of another, love as 
brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous: 


9 Not rendring e- 
vil for evil, or rail- 


ing for railing: but 


contrariwiſe, bleſ- 
ſing; knowing that 
ye are thereunto call- 
ed, that ye ſhould in- 
herit a bleſſing. 


tainly occaſion, and which would be 
a very great hindrance in your chrif- 


tian progreſs, | 

8. Laſtly, let me beſeech all of 
you to cultivate the ſame temper of 
mind; fincerely loving and treating 
one another with the utmoſt kind- 
neſs and compaſſion; ever ready to 
2 all the kind offices of friend- 

ip, as common brethren; aiding 
and aſſiſting each other in all your 
wants, and neceſlities; 

9. And do not ſuffer your minds 
to be ruffled or * by any 
ill treatment, either by word or ac- 
tion; which would lead you to ſuch 
reſentment, as is directſy contrary 
to that ſpirit of love, and peacc, 
which we are obliged to cultivate: 
but let us follow the example of 
our Lord and Maſter, in returning 
bleſſings for revilings; for God has 
call'd us out of a ſtate of wickednels 
and rebellion, that we ſhould bo 
made partakers of no leſs a bleſling 


than immortal life ; let us therefore 


10 For he that will 
love life, and ſee good 
days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, 


ſhow the ſenfe we have of his good. 


neſs, in forgiving our enemy, and 


uſing our utmoſt endeavours that be 
_ may partake of the ſame bleſ 
ng. | | 
10. And this indeed is alſo the 
way to paſs comfortably thro' this 
reſent life, agreeably to the royal 


ſalmiſt; [P/al. iv. 12-—16] 
- U il KXXLV, 12 Who 
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Who (ſays he) deſires to paſs his life 


with eaſe and ſatisfaction, and to 


ſucceed in his affairs? let him keep 


his tongue from ſpeaking evil of o- 


thers, and himſelf from all hypocriſy 
and deceit : | | 
11. Let him injure no man, but 
be always ready to do all the good 
he is able, and as far as poſſible 
promote the peace and > - og of 
all about him ; not ſuffering the 
wickedneſs of men to break in up- 
on his good diſpofirion, nor pre- 
vent his conſtant putting it in prae- 
rice. | | 
12. And let him know for his en- 
couragement, that the Almighty ſees 
and approves him, and will hear 
and regard all his prayers, which 
he puts up to him with a mind poſ- 
ſeſs'd with univerſal love and good- 
neſs. But for all thoſe, who give 
themſelves up to work iniquity, 
and injure and oppreſs their neigh- 
bour, God will cut them off in the 
midſt of their wickedneſs. 1 
13. And the truth of what the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, experience confirms 
to you; and he muſt be very wick- 
ed, who would hurt a kind and 
good man, for being ſo. 
14. But if you ſhould be called to 
ſuffer for your ſteddy adhering to 
your chriſtian profeſſion, and righte- 
ouſly oppoſing the vicious and idola- 
trous practices of the heathens a- 
round you; eſteem it your great 
happineſs, as being in a particular 
manner pronounced bleſſed by our 
Lord himſelf: therefore let not their 
threats diſcompoſe you, neither be 
terrify'd at their cruelties. 


1 2 


and his lips that they 
ſpeak no guile. 


11 Let him eſ- 
chew evil, and do 
good ; let him ſeek 
peace, and enſue it, 


12 For the eyes of 
the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears, 
are open unto their 
prayers: but the face 
of the Lord is againſt 
them that do evil. 


13 And who is he 
that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of 
that which is good? 


14 But and if ye 


ſuffer for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, happy are 
ye : and be not afraid 
of. their terror, nei- 
ther be.troubled ; 


15. But 
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15 But ſanctify the 
Lord God in your 
hearts; and be ready 
always to give an an- 
ſwer to every man 
that asketh vou a rea- 
ſon of the hope that 

is in you, with meck- 
neſs and ſear; 


16 Having a good 


conſcience; that 


whereas they ſpeak 
evil of you, as of 
evil-doers, they ma 


be aſhamed that falſly 


accuſe your good con- 
verſation in Chriſt, 


17 For it is better, 
if the will of God be 
o, that ye ſuffer for 
well-doing than for 
evil-doing. 


8 For Chi iſt alſo 
hath once ſuffered for 
ſias, the juſt for the 
unjuſt, (that he might 
bring us to God) be- 


ing put to death in the 


fleſh, but quickened 
by the Spirit: 


15. But let your whole endea- 
vour be to approve yourſelves to the 
righteous governour of the world; 
[ Hai. viii. 12, 13.] and depending on 
bis aſſiſtance, be always ready chear- 
fully to give an account of your 
faith, and the reaſon of it; ſhewing 


by your ſober, decent, and meek 
| behaviour, that what you do is 


in obedience to, and in the fear of, 
God : | 1 
16. Whereby you will preſerve 
your-conſciences pure and blameleſs, 
and will at leaſt ſhew the falſity of 
your accuſers, who would repreſent 
you as evil doers; while vour mo- 
deſt and ſober converſation, conduct. 


ed ſuitably to the laws of Chriſt, 


declares the contrary. 

17. And therefore if Cod in his 
good providence ſhould think fit to 
call us to ſuffering, let us be very 
careful that we do not ſuffer as evi!- 


doers by diſobeying the government 


we are under, but only for doing 


our duty in obedience to the laws 
of God, and then we ſhall not fail 


of our reward; whereas if we ſuffer 


for our faults, it is no more than 
we deſerve ; and no reward will ae- 
company it. | 
18. But if we ſuffer for well - do- 
ing, we then have Chriſt for our 


example; that holy and juſt one, 


who gave his life for a ſinful world, 
that he might reſtore us to the 
favour of God; and who did indeed 
loſe the life he poſſeſſed here in a 
human body; which was ſo far from 


being any real injury to him, what- 
ever it was deſigned by his perſecu- 


tors, that, on the contrary, he was 
raiſed again from the dead, by the 
| | | Spirit 


Spirit of God, and crown'd with 
eternal glory and honour. 5 
19. And it was by the ſame Spi- 
rit, that our Saviour in the days of 
his fleſh preach'd to the Ferw!/b na- 
tion, who were in Bondage to the 


Moſaick rites : * but they being tied 


down by their luſts and temporal 
intereſts, refuſed their deliverer ; 
for which a judgment is juſt ready 
to fall upon them, as terrible as that 
which fell on the old world, 

20. Who rejected the preaching 
of Noah, whom God ſent mercifully 
ro forewarn them for the ſpace of 
one hundred and twenty years, whilſt 
the ark was preparing : for this diſo- 
bedience, God ſent a flood of water, 
which deſtroy'd the whole human 
race, excepting eight perſons, v2. 
Noah and his family; who were 
ſaved by the ark appointed of God 
for thar purpole. 

21, This ark was a type of the 
chriſtian baptiſm, by which we are 
enter'd into the church of Chriſt, 
as a place of refuge from the de- 
ſtruction of the world; not that the 
bare waſhing with water, which can 
only cleanſe and purify the fleſh, 
can entitle us to the chriſtian ſalva- 
tion, but the doing of it in a con- 
ſcientious obedience to the mind of 
God made known to us by Jeſus 
Chriſt, attended with a ſuitable 
practice, in the conſtant courſe of a 
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19 By which alſo 
he went and preached 
unto the ſpirits in pri- 
ſon 3 g 


25 Which ſome- 
time were diſobedi- 
ent, when once the 
long. ſuffering of God 
waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark 


was a preparing, 


wherein few, that is 
eight ſouls, were ſav- 
ed by water, 


21 The like figure 
whereunto even bap- 
tiſm, doth alſo now 
ſave us, (not the put- 
ting away of the filth 
of the fleſh, but the 
anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards 
God) by the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt : 


virtuous and chriſtian life: And that 


** 


- 


* There are ſeveral other ſenſes given of this moſt diſficult paſ- 
dige, which, as they depend for the moſt part on critical niceties, 1 


ſhall, not trouble the reader with. 
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likewiſe with the ſame 


this obedience will entitle us to the | 

chriſtian ſalvation, we are aſſured, 

by the reſurrection of Chriſt from { 

5 the dead, 8 

22 Who is gone 22, Whom we ſaw viſibly aſcend L 

into heaven, and is into heaven, where he is ſeared at the c 

_ = pe wee of right hand of God, to intercede for 1 
Od, angels, and au all thoſe who believe his doctrine 
thorities, and powers __ e Tag Wt e ) 

being made ſubject and obey his laws; all the heavenly al 

. | and angelic orders being ſubjected te 

| to, and placed under, him; to be N 

employ'd by him in the ſalvation of h 

mankind. | fc 

| Vi 

ge Re 
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CHAP. IV. hu 

| | tio 

The happy effects of ſuffering, after the example f no 

Chriſt, ver. 1. Character and condemnation of ter- the 

ſecutors, 4+ The preaching of the goſpel to the Gen- 

ziles, 6. The approaching end of the Fewiſh ſtats, cot 

and duty of the chriſtians in view of it, 7. An ear. a 

zeſt exhortation to charity and hoſpitality, 8. And] Ane 

be good and faithful ſtewards of the ſeveral gifts tlej Vor 

had receiv'd, for the good of the church, and tht Ch 

glory of God, 10. Farther encouragements to ſuffer to 

perſecution, 12. Chriſtians ſhould take care that thy life 

do mot ſuffer as evit-doers, 15. If faithful chriſtian Mt 2 

ſuffer ſo much here, how terrible «will be the end MR Pra 

avicked men aud ungodly perſecutors, 17. Perſecuted ly : 

chriſtians may ſafely, and ſhould chearfully, commit b 0 

tbemſelves to Goa, 19. | *. 

| 2 


I 3 then 1. 8 EE IN G then, we are reſtored MW dru 
as Chriſt hath | to the favour of God, by the ll © 
ſuffered for us in the death and ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt; 
fleſh, arm yourſelves 75 us carefully prepare our minds 
wa if it is the will of God to call uz to 
mind: for he that ite of ſufferings for his ſake, 0 
hath ſuffered. in the : : | 
-— +*-  =* chearfully to ſubmit to it, and wy 
| lute!y 


lately follow the example Chriſt has 
RY ſet us: the cultivating this diſpoſition 
will have a very good effect upon 


Fl us, and make us very diligent in 
10 our obeying his laws, and careful 
9 how we offend him. | 

e 2. For no one who has ſo cloſely 
ly attended to his duty, as to be ready 
a4 to ſacrifice all the allurements of this 
be world, and life itſelf to it, can ſuffer 
of WF himſelf to be led away by thoſe 


| fooliſh and criminal pleaſures, and 

vanities, which the heathens are 

wholly given up to; but having his 
affections duly placed on the future 
| ſtate, will carefully apply himſelf to 
| obey the will of God, that he may be 
| approved by him, whoſe approba- 
tion can only be obtain'd, by re- 
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fleſh, hath ceaſed 
from fin ; | 


2 That he no long- 
er ſhould live the reſt 
of his time in the 
fleſh, to the luſts of 
men, but to the will 
of God. 


3 For the time paſt 
of our life may ſuffice 
us to have wrought 
the will of the Gen- 
tiles, when we walk - 


ed in laſciviouſneſs, 


Juſts, exceſs of wine, 
revellings, banquet- 
ings, and abomina- 
ble idolatries: 


4 Wherein they 


of Houncing this preſent world and all 
cr. WW the luſts of it. 
Wo 3. And thoſe who are throughly 
it; convinc'd of the loft and deplorable 
. fate into which they were ſunk, 
in and from what a dreadful deſtruc- 
y don they are recover'd by Jeſus 
e Chriſt, will be ſo far from deſiring 
for | to return to their former courſe of 
hey | life, that they will reflect with the 
am utmoſt deteſtation, on thoſe vicious 
df practices which they were then whol 
eh addicted to, when inſtead of im- 
nit 3 their powers, and acquiring 
'oly and righteous habits, they ſpent 
their time in all lewdneſs, and 
e dunkenneſs, in nightly riots, and in- 
ene empera te feaſtings, and in the hor- 
Fl rible worſhip of idols and demons ; 
- 1 in which they were guilty of every 
N ching that was wicked, inhuman, 
ke and barbarous. 35 
is 4. It's true indeed, that thoſe who 
uteh i e guilty of theſe vicious practices, 


think it ſtrange, that 
aving 


— — 
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you run not with 


them to the ſame ex- 


ceſs of riot, ſpeaking 
evil of you : | 


5 Who ſhall give 


account to him that 
is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. 


6 For, for this 
cauſe was the goſpel 
preached alſo to them 
that are dead, that 
they might be judged 
according to men in 
the fleſh, but live ac- 


cording to God in the 


ſpirit, 


faithful followers, but by exciting 


having loſt all ſenſe of virtue and 
goodneſs, are aſtoniſn'd that you 
quit thoſe ways, which are ſo agree- 
able to them, and refuſe any longer 
to join with them, in their deteſta- 
ble vices; and therefore looking on 
you, as oppoſers of their pleaſures, 
repreſent you as enemies to man- 


kind, and treat you as the vileſt of 


perſons. 

5. But let them know, that fot 
all theſe actions, they ſhall give a 
firict account to Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
faithful followers they perſecute, and 
whom God has conſtituted the judge 
of all mankind ; who will execute 
the ſevereſt judgments on ungodly 
and wicked perſecutors; but will 
beſtow on all thoſe, who love and 


_ obey him, eternal life. 


6. For which merciful purpoſe, 
the goſpel of Chriſt has been allo 
diligently preached to the Gentiles, 
who were drown'd in all manner of 
luſts and idolatries, dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, dead to every thing 
that is good and praiſe-worthy ; 
that being made ſenſible of their 
condition, and the dreadful conſe- 
quences of their practices, they 


might alter their whole conduct, and 


ſpend the remainder of their lives 
in holineſs, and a chearful obedience 
to the chriſtian inſtitution: and this 
great favour God ſhews to the Gen- 
tiles, who are now taken into his 
family, and fill that place in which 
the Zewiſh nation once ſtood, out of 
-which they have thrown themſelves 
by their rejecting the Lord of lifs 
and glory, whom they ſtill continue 
to oppole, not only by perſecuting his 


the 


rn a 4 — 1 
by. 5 I 
n 
. 7 s 


the idolatrous Gentiles to the like 
practices: : 
7. For which cauſe, God is juſt rea- 
dy to pour out the moſt ſevere judg- 
| ments upon them; which will intirely 
diſſolve their government, and * an 
end to their preſent ſtate, which will 
carty in it ſome faint reſemblance of 
f that more terrible deſtruction, in 
which the whole world of the un- 
godly ſhall be involy'd : in the view 
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7 But the end of 
all things is at hand: 
be ye therefore ſdber 
and watch unto pray« 
er. 


8 And above all 


things have feryetit 
charity among yout 


: of this terrible deſolation, behave - 
' yourſelves with great ſobriety, and, 
- meekneſs; offering up your prayers 
5 to God, both for yourſelves, and your 
- brethren, of the Zerwi/h nation; that 
0 they may be preſerved in that day 
il of righteous vengeance: : 
ar 8. To Which end, cultivate with 
oreat care, a diſpoſition of love and 
ſe, benevolence ; which is the moſt ex- 


o cellent and noble habit of the hu- 
man mind: there being no Diſpoſi- 
ot tion, which qualifies us for uſeful- 


el. ness, and ſociety, like it; and of this 
ing your experience daily convinces you, 
| when you obſerve, how ready you 
25 are to forgive and paſs over, even 
te the greateſt and moſt numerous 


faults of thoſe you love: the practice 
of this duty will in a particular man- 
ner alſo recommend you to the mer- 
cy of God, | 

9. And as a proof that you have 
really acquired this kind and benefi- 


fions to communicate to one ano- 
ther what your ſeveral neceflities 
call for, with chearfulneſs and ala- 


erity. | 


ſtewards, in diſpenſing the neceſſa · 
rys of this life, to one another ; 


cent temper 3 be ready on all occa- 


10. And if you are to act as good 
hath reeeived the giſt, 


ſelves: for charity 
ſhall cover the multi: 
tude of ſins. 


9 Uſe hoſpitality 
one to another withs 


out grudging. 


to As every man 


even ſo miniſter the 
bow 


* 
— ho — * — 3 * « — n — — res 
- 3 — — > . — — — — ps Fn - * —_ 2 1 — — 
a — —— — — 1 Er — — . Ys——— non — 5 _ —— 5 — — — — = — ————— T 
c 2 — — 8 — — — — — _= = F 4 D . 4 — 
** — = —— — — 2 . — 2 8 - — — = at — 2 4 — nt V >< 4% 
PPP 2 P — Ee — ID : L 6 So - — AE — — — 2 —— 2 a = ICY — & = « * 
= : - — — O g 72 * 2 . A © _ — — - * — - — bo . 2 — — —̃— Cay _ — — — — — . CES — — - = 
L — - — — — . — - . mm = = : m — — - * a — 5 — 
— . 1 b — 5 : r 2 2 pu ICE; ICICI 2. - — — — 
ns 2 — — — 2 - A - — — 
* - — — == 7 CE ——_ — ̃¶ r — 2 - 5 p —— * — — = — — 
— 9 re — ET - - - . - —— — — —— 3 — hy Dr — 22 - D Z = 
g OE — —— — = — * — ———ů —— — A r D . LESS = Z — ——— 
— _ pF” 2 pact — x I * 2 fo TP - 2 — FEE 5 IFI=" <= . * Woe —— CDRS: — — > 5 re 1 — > . 
929 "EPL — [LID 8 e bor n 3 RY - 2 » r oh — — — _ — , b 4 *, - _ = 


— 


. wn 1 
4 * 
% 

2 . ͤ OS wi REUSE ore 

_ "SES ——— 5 — : — 7 . 
5 2 — 
2 * 2 —_—_— —— 2 

1 — = - — — 


56 A4 PARA R K ASE on Chap. IV, 


ſame one to another, 
as good ſtewards of 
the manifold grace of 


one be ready 


how careful ought you to be in the 
uſe of thoſe ſpiritual gifts, which the 


holy ſpirit has pour'd out upon you 


for the immediate ſervice of the 
church of Chriſt : and whereas God 
has thought fit to beſtow different 
gifts, on different perſons ; let every 
to communicate of 
that gift which he has receiv'd, to 
all who ſtand in need of it, without 
pride or oftentation ; whereby you 


will indeed approve yourſelves juſt 


17 If any man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak 
as the oracles of 
God; if any man mi- 
miſter, let him do it 
as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God 
in all things may be 
glorified through Je- 
ſus Chriſt; to whom 
be praiſe and domi- 
nion for þ ever and 
ever. Amen 


12 Beloved, Sink 
it not ſtrange con- 
_cerning the fiery trial, 
which is to try you, as 


though ſome ſtrange 


and faithful 


which you receiv'd, not upon your 


ſake all the 


ewards of thoſe gifts, 


own account, but for the uſe and ad- 
vantage of the whole ſociety. 


11. But further, if any man takes 


upon him to be an inſtruftor of o- 
thers, let him deliver nothing but 
what is agreeable to the word of 
God: and if any man is willing to 
do the office of a deacon, let him 
give himſelf up to the ſervice of the 
church, with a willing mind, chear- 
fully imploying his talent with which 
God has intruſted him ; that every 
thing may be done in order and de- 
cency, to the glory of the only true 
God thro' Joins Chriſt, for whoſe 

le gifts and favours are 
poured out upon you. 'To which on- 


ly true God let all mankind unite in 
2 nid aſcriptions of praiſe and 
nk 


| giving for our redemption by 
Chriſt Jeſus, and univerſally ſubmit 


to his ſupreme authority and power, 


not only now but thro? eternal ages. 


amen. 


12. Having, my beloved, given you 
theſe neceſſary rules for your beha- 


viour in this preſent evil world; 


let me now in a particular manner 
inſtru& you in that difficult part of 
| a 


C_-_ RX , gr arr ET 


my, > e 
- 
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a chriſtian's life, of ſuffering for the 
truth; and there is the more reaſon 
for it becauſe this wicked and fiery 
ſpirit of perſecution, begins already 
to ſhow itſelf, not only in Fudea, but 
in ſeveral parts of the gentile world, 
ſtir'd up by the fury and rage of the 
unbelieving Fews ; who continue to 
act with the ſame ſpirit with which 


they crucified the Lord of life and 


thing happened untg 
you; . 


glory: which indeed was only fol- 


lowing the ſteps of their forefathers 
who treated the holy and pious men 
of every age in the ſame manner; 
and therefore don't be ſurprized at 
any ſufferings you may be called to; 
for it is-no. more than what the beſt 


of men have paſſed thro? before 


ou: 5 
| 13. And indeed, if you make a 
juſt eſtimate of things, you will find, 
ou have much more reaſon to re- 
Joice than to be afflicted at any ill- 
treatment you may endure for the 


ſake of Jeſus Chriſt; for as Chriſt . 


ſuffer'd in the fleſh, and, as a re- 
ward for thoſe ſufferings, is raiſed 
to a ſuperabundant and inconceiva- 
ble glory; ſo if you are made par- 
takers with him, in his ſufferings, 
when he ſhall appear publickly in- 
veſted with that glory to render to 


every. one according to his works, 
you alſo ſhall be cloath'd with the 


ſame glory, and ſhall ſtand approv- 
ed by men, angels, and God him- 


ſelf. | 
14. The proſpect of this exceed- 
ing great happineſs, if you duly at- 
tend to it, muſt, in the midſt of all 
your ſufferings, fill your minds with 
unſpeakable joy; which happineſs 


is aſſured to you by the divine aid 


K 2 


13 But rejoyce, ig 
as much as ye are 
partakers of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, thar when 
his glory (hall be re- 
vealed, ye may be 
glad alſowith exceed 


ing joy. 


14 If ye be re⸗ 
proached for the 
name of Chriſt, ha p- 
py are ye; for the 
ſpirit of glory and of 
God reſteth upon 


and 


2 7 
— 2 
—— 


—— 


, _ 
it 
111 
4 1 
t p 
' 4 lit 
1 
[EB 0 
H 1 
1 4 
U i 1 
wane fl 
| 
Wl, 
. 1 4 
5 
; j 455 
, ſy 
:+ {I 
; 3M ir 
44; 1 
1 Vi 
' 3 
\ * 4 
1 ; 
1 F #4 * 
iin 
11 U 18 
wel: 
25 g '" 
ff $3% 
+ Y f e 
| 1 
4% 
: * 
i 4 
q \ 
oF : 
1 * 
Dine 
4 1 
1 {0 
. fl " 111 
: 118 
in 
1 1 
in 
11004 
iin 
Fit my 
1 yt (4 
91 1 
by 20h | 
: 3 | 
0 8 283 
1 
1 
1 
F< Ws | 
Vat, 
met. 
S249 | 1-8 : 
3 "7% 45 
44 
1 
1 
s * 
5 HART © 
1115. 
CUM 
* ns | 
: f he 
14 | el 
/ | 
3 1190 
1 . 
fl 
| 17 
li bt 
q 1 
e 
* 11 
iT! 18 
i 
| i 
ry 1 
# Wy 
: 1 * 1 0 
N + it 
n 
47 
i 1: 
«j ! 
b 
| 
, v1 
ä N 
iin 
4 *. . 
2 * i 
* N. 
1. 
1.0 
1 
NR 57 
ei 
4118 i 
Y be 
'* FOB 
4 . 
"+ I 
b l 4 
e 
11 
1 
; $82 | 
ein 
1 . 
HE 
1 44 
$4 i 17 
* 4 by 
y n 
1 i 
-} N | VI H 
F 
TEM f 
: j l 
: } 
1 $1.1] 
4 v8) {11 
4% 4 41d 
1 
3; : . 
34 "9 ' 
i 4 
if 1 
. 44:4 
Wt $1116 
"HOT TUES | 
LILY $1 
Wann 
(BAL T2 
2911; 
1; 841 
5 Ns 
"+ OITE 2 l 
6s 8 1 17-8) 
1 BEN 
E. 4 
17 $1: IF! 
A 1 
Wt). 
- * 18 
a 3 bits 
Tak Fat 1 
: , T 
4 
4 i”; 1 
n 
1 BY 11 
n 
Ke 
* \ * "vu 
; 1 
e 
n 
: \ 
[ vo! 260 
1 8 
it 
FM 
. 1 
e 
1 n 
"i Fei! cit 
* : 4a 
"2 ? 
if F 1 6 
1 N J. 
f {| 1 
1 | RIES i 
? 10 i 40 
t Wi 
LS — 1 
131+! $17 4 
2 MAES 
7 N 5 I tk i p 
. [9 
N (Hs i 


Wt iy 
10 


= I * —— 
r ID = 


— 
SES 
* — * 


r 
— * 


68 4P AR APHRA SE. on Chap. IV. 


Jou: on their part he 
is evil ſpoken of, but 
on your part be is 
glorified. 


15 Butletnone of 

Fou ſuffer as a mur- 
derer, or as a thief, 
or as an evil-doer, or 
as a buſy-body in o- 
cher mens matters. 


16 Let if any man 
ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
let him not be aſham- 
ed; but let him glo- 
rify God on this be- 
half. 


17 For the time 75 
come that judgment 
muſt begin at the 
houſe of God: and if 
it firſt begin at us, 
what ſhall the end be 
of them that obey not 


The goſpel of God? 


Lord and ma 


and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
who will ſupport and ſtrengthen you 
while you continue ſteddy in the 
diſcharge of your duty; who truly 
do honour to your moſt holy religi- 


on while you faithfully own and o- 


bey it; notwithſtanding all the re- 
proaches, and injuries, that cruel and 


wicked men load you with. 


15. But be ſure that none of you 
who profeſs the holy and pure docttine 
of Chriſt, ſuffer from the magiſtrate, 
for murder, or theft, or for op; ofing 


| ras governours, or concerning your- 


elves in affairs, which don't belong 


to you; whereby you will be ſo far 


from mv a reward from your 
er, that you will be 
puniſh'd in a moſt exemplary man- 


ner, for diſhonourjng your moſt holy 


religion. | 

16. But if any man is call'd to 
ſuffer, becauſe in obedience to God 
he has ſubmitted to his revelation, 
made by Jeſus Chriſt ; let him pub- 
lickly acknowledge his faith in Chriſt, 


and adore the goodneſs of God, who 
has enabled him patiently to en- 


dure all manger of injuries, for his 


fake. 


17, And this advice is yery necel- 
ſary at this time, when according to 
our Lord's predictions, his faithful 
followers muſt ſyffer perſecution, for 
the trial of their fidelity and pati- 
ence, and for a proof that no tem- 
e inconveniences can turn them 
rom the ſteddy purſuit of truth and 
virtue. But if God permit ſuch 


ſufferings to befal thoſe who fear 
and obey him, and whom he loves, 
and approves ; how terrible will 
thoſe judgments be, which he will 

om execute 


S „ Wh a. . & 
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execute on thoſe, who deſpiſe his 
kind offers of grace and mercy, and 
perſecute thoſe who comply with 
them ? | 9 85 
18. And if the juſt and religious 
art of mankind are to paſs thro' 
ſuch fiery. trials; what certain and 
dreadful JeflruSion mult the wicked, 
in general, and the Fewi/h nation, in 
particular, be involved in; who have 
not only impiouſly rejected the Sa- 


viour of the world, but have with 


the utmoſt rage perſecuted all who 


believe in him? 


19. Seeing then thoſe fiery trials 
which God permits us to be exer- 
ciſed with, are only in order to our 
refining and n ; that we 
might be fitted for a greater degree 
of glory, in a better ſtate; let us 
chearfully ſubmit to them, reſign- 
ing ourſelves intirely to his diſpoſal 


in life or death; who, as he firſt 


2 


made us, is both able and knows 
how to ſave us; aud whoſe goodneſs, 
and faithfulneſs, will make all our 
ſufferings, turn to our very great glo- 
xy, and advantage. FE 


18 And if the righs 
teous ſcarcely be ſave 
ed, where ſhall the 
ungodly and the ſig- 
ner appear? 


19 Wherefore, let 
them that ſuffer ac- 
cording to the will 
of God, commit the 


keeping of their ſouls 


to him in well- do- 
ing, as unto a faithful 
Creator. | t 
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H A P. V. 


The duty of elders or paſtors, ver. 1. The gloriou 
reward of thoſe who are faithful in the diſcharge of 
it, 4. The duty of younger and elder perſons one to- 
awards another; with an exhortation to bumility, 
Reſignation to the will of God, and truſt in bim, 


ſobriety, watchfulneſs, and perſeverance, 5. 


The A- 


Foſtle's prayer for the Chriſtians, 10, The conclu- 


ion, 12, 


1 HE: dee 


which are a- 
mong you, I exhort, 


ho am alſo an elder, 


and a witneſs of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and alſo a partaker of 
the glory that ſhall be 
revealed: 


\ 


2 Feed the flock 


of God which is a- 

mong you, taking 

the overſight thereof, 

not by conftraint, but 

willingly; not for fil - 

thy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; 


1. A ND you the ſeveral biſhops 
and teachers in the church of 
Chriſt, attend to my inſtructions, 


who am not only a teacher myſelf, 
but have received my commiſſion 


immediately from Jeſus Chriſt; of 
whoſe ſufferings I was an eye wit- 
neſs, and which I 1 


to the 
e ſuffer- 


world; warning t Br 
r 10 doing; 


ings I am expoſed to 


in the aſſured hopes of being a par- 


taker of that glory and 


onour, 


which thoſe who obey him ſhall 


poſſeſs in the day of righteous retri- 
bution. 5 

2. As ſuch an one I exhort you 
faithfully to diſcharge the truſt com- 
mitted to you in the church of 
Chriſt; in both diligently inſtruct- 
ing thoſe who are under your care, 
and watching over their conduct; 
performing your duty chearfully and 
with a willing mind, from a ſincere 
defire of promoting the ſalvation of 
mankind; and not from a laviſh 
fear of what you may ſuffer from 3 
neglect of your duty; much more 

Fo beware 
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beware of a baſe and covetous diſ- 
fition, . or the defire of obtaining 
the falſe riches which yeriſh in the 
ſſeſſing; but perform your duty 
— the noble principle of doing 
good, and being the means, in the 
hand of God, of bringing others to 
the ſame happineſs, oi you have 
attain'd to. | 
3. And in the diſcharge of this 
great and important truſt, carefull 
guard your minds from the very fi 
riſe of pride and ambition, which 
ſo powerfully govern in the rulers of 
this world ; left you fall into the 
condemnation of the devil: there- 
fore be very careful not to tyrannize 
over thoſe, who by their complying 
with the chriſtian inſtitution are im- 
mediately ſet apart to be the Lord's 
eople, and by him conſtituted a 
— and royal prieſthood; but con- 
fider yourſelves, as having no other 
authority over them, but what you 
receive from Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
you ſtand accountable ; and what- 
ever ſuperiority the dignity of your 


office -may confer * you, ſhew © 
it, by being | 


yourſelves worthy © 
eminent examples of patience, meek- 
neſs and compaſſion, and of eve 

thing that is good and praiſe worthy ; 
particularly in imitating the pattern 
your Lord has ſet you, of laying 
down your lives for the brethren : 

4. Which if you - faithfully per- 
form, when Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
diſtributor of rewards and puniſh- 
ments ſhall appear, he will beftow 
upon you a reward infinitely ſuperior 
to all theſe temporary honours, even 
a crown of never fading glory ; and 


raiſe you to an exalted Nation in the 


3 Neither as being 
lords over God's heri- 
tage, but being en- 


| ſamples to the flock. 


5 


4 And when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, ye ſhall re- 
ceive a crown of glo- 
ry that fadeth not a- 
way, ae 


heavenly 
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s Likewiſe, ye 
younger, ſubmit your 
ſelves unto the elder : 
yea, all of you be ſub- 
jet one to another, 
+ be clothed with 
hm1Vitys for God re- 
the proud, and 
ziveth grace to the 
bumble, 
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heavenly manſion, which ſhall never 
have an end. 


5. Let the young perſons always 


reverence and reſpect the elder, 
which is but an equitable and due 
proceedure, and will preſerve that 
order and decency, without which 


the reputation of your ſocieties cant 
be kept up: not that hereby I give 


any power to the elder, to behave 
themſelves imperiouſly to the young- 
er; but would have you all pleaſed 
with doing good to one another, 
even to the utmoſt of your power; 
and recommend it in particular to 
the aged, to perform every act of 
goodneſs to thoſe who are young, 


with the ſame readineſs as tho they 


_ 6 Humble your 
ſelves therefore un- 
der the mighty hand 
of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time: 


7 Caſting all your 
care upon him, for 
ke careth for you. 


were their inferiors in age ; and 
thereby all of you perfe& yourſelves, 
in the great virtue of humility : for 
God will deſtroy the proud, and im- 


* 


ring man; but the meek an 


owly, he will guide to eternal life. 
[Prov. iii. 34.] | 
6. And the perfecting yourſelves, 
in this amiable Liſpofition will migh- 
tily . you for the fiery trial 
which is coming upon you, by that 
patient and ſubmiſſive temper which 
ou will acquire by the practice of 
le. And as it will qualify you for 
a ſlate of ſuffering, ſo it will be 4 
means to raiſe you toa more exalted 
ſtate of glory. | 
7. Therefore chearfully perform- 
ing your duty, commit yourſelves 
to the allwiſe conduct of God; fot 
he takes notice of all you endure 
for righteouſneſs ſake, and will in 
due time manifeſt his regard fot 


you, 
85 8. Where- 


Chap. V. 


8. Wherefore ſeeing you have 
ſuch a reward before you, be very 
careful, during your paſſage thro' 
this world, of all your actions, and 
diligently watch over yourſelves, leſt 
you ſhould be tempted under the 
approaching trials to let go your in- 
tegrity, and ſo loſe your reward; 
for know that the evil one, your 
great adverſary, who is at the head 
of this perſecution, and the grand 
promoter of all the oppoſition which 
1s made to 3 virtue in the 
world, is now greatly enraged, like 
a hungry lion rob'd of his prey, 
who goes roaring, ſeeking whom he 
may devour; and employing all his 
power to ſeduce you: * 

9. Whom oppoſe by being ſupe- 
riour to all the rage of your perſecu- 
tors; ſteadily prefeſling your faith in 
Chriſt : which is no more than what 


your chriſtian brethren have and are 


now doing, in ſeveral parts of the 


world. ; h 
10. And I beſcech the God and 


father of all mercy and favour, who 


hath called us by Jeſus Chriſt to the 
poſſeſſion of an eternal inheritance, 
in glory, that after he hath purify'd 
you by theſe ſhort ſufferings, and 
proved your faithfulneſs to him ; he 
would make theſe very ſufferings turn 
to the perfecting of your patience 3 
the eſtabliſhing your faith ; the 
ſtrengthening your hape; and ſettle- 
ing you in your ſteddy adherence to 
the laws of Chriſt. 

11. Now to the God of all grace 
and mercy be aſcribed all. praiſe, 
and thankſgivings, as to the author 
of all the good we enjoy; and may 
his ſupreme power, and authority, 
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8 Be ſober, be vi- 
gilant; becauſe your 
adverſary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walk- 


eth about ſeeking 


whom he may de- 


vour; 


9 Whom reſiſt 
ſtedfaſt in the faith, 
knowing that the 
ſa me afflictions are 
accompliſhed in your 
brethren that are in 
the world, 


10 But the God of 
all grace, who hath 


called us unto his e- 


ternal glory by Chriſt 
Jeſus, after that ye 
have ſuffered a while, 
make you perſect, 
ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
ſettle you. 


11 To him be glo- 


ry and dominion for 


ever and ever. Amen. 


. 


be 
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12 By Silvanus a 
faithful brother unto 
you (as | ſuppoſe) 1 


have written briefly, 


exhorting and teſtify- 
ing, that this is the 
true grace of God 
wherein ye ſtand. 


13 The church 


that is at Babylon e- 
lected together with 
you, ſaluteth you; and 
ſo doth Marcus my 
ſon. 


14 Greet ye one a- 
nother with a kiſs of 
charity. Peace be 
with you all that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus. A- 


men. 
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be ſubmitted to, thro eternal ages. 
Amen. 

12. 1 ſend this ſhort epiſtle by Sl 
vanus, who I truſt is a faithful bro- 


ther in Chriſt Jeſus, which I aſſure 


you in the moſt ſolemn manner con- 
tains nothing but thar diſpenſation 
of grace and mercy which God has 
manifeſted to the world by Jeſus 


Chriſt; at the ſame time teſtifying 


that it is alone by your obedience to 


it, that you are entitled to his fa- 


vour. 

13. The church of Chriſt, which 
is at Babylon, whom God has choſen 
together with yourſelves to be heirs of 
an eternal inheritance, wiſh you all 
proſperity; as doth alſo Marcus, who 


faithfully attends me in the work 


of the miniſtry, as a dutiful ſon. 
14. Salute one another with the 
kiſs of love, in token of your fincere 
affection to one another. May the 
peace of God which ſurpaſſes all un- 


derſtanding, always remain on you, 


and on all thoſe who love the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. Amen. 


- ae Be. 
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The ſalutation, ver. 1. He reminds them of the bleſſings 

of the goſpel, with the end and deſign of them, 3. He 
exhorts and encourages them to diligence and perſeve- 
rance in their chriſtian profeſſion and practice, 5. 
His care and concern to remind them of theſe things, 
12. Becauſe he was aſſur d of the divine anthority 
of what he taught, particularly as to the future glory 
of the Meſſiab, as king and juage of the world; a re- 
preſentation of which he had been an eye and ear- 
witneſs of in his transfiguration, 16. The prophecies 
of the old teſtament declare this truth, which the 
chriſtians are exhorted to attend to, 19. 


. SIMON PETER an eye QIMON Peter, a 
witneſs of the Jife and ſuffer- ſervant and an a- 
ings, and an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, poſtle of Jeſus Chrift, 
write this ſecond letter to you of the ro them that bave ob- 
loſt houſe of Tſrael, who are diſ- wm ee ene 
perſed throughout Aa Minor; who BE 


. he ris! ſneſs of 
with fincere and honeſt minds have eee eee en 


believed the chriſtian religion, and jeg Chriſt ; 
thereby become partakers with us, N Me 


+ 3 -— = 
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2 Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto 
ou thro? the know- 
lads of God, and of 
Jeſus our Lord. 


3 According as his 
divine power hath 
given unto us all 
things that pertain un- 
to life and godlineſs, 


through the know- 


ledoe of him that hath 
called us to glory and 
virtu:. 


prepar'd for a mo 


our natures, and fit us to b 


in the aſſured hope of an incorrupti- 


ble and eternal inheritance; to which 


you are entitled, thro' the mercy 
and favour af God, by complying 
with that law of righteouſneſs, which 


he hath appointed by Jeſus Chriſt, 


who has reitored us to the favour of 
God by the ſheding of his moſt 
precious blood, and thereby deli- 
ver'd us from the deſtruction of this 
evil world, and raiſed us to an im- 
mortal and heavenly life in glory. 

2. I pray God you may ſo care- 
fully attend to this gracious diſpen- 
ſation, given us from God, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and lawpiver, that 
daily growing in underſtanding, and 
practiſing accordingly, you may be 

f exalted ſtate of 
glory, and in the mean time poſſeſs 
that true peace which only flows 
from the hopes of being approved 
by him. | g 

3. In which if we ſhould be de- 
ficient, we ſhould be the moſt inex- 
cuſable of all men; ſince the one 
ſupreme God has mercifully conde- 


ſcended to deliver us from a ſtate of 


darknefs and ignorance, by clearly 
diſcovering to us all thofe duties, 
the praQtice of which will perfect 

e ſet a- 
part for his ſervice, and conſequently 
prepare us for immortal life: and 
this diſcovery be hath made by our 


| Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by. whom we are 


call'd to the practice ofa godly, righ- 
teous and pure life, by thoſe glarious 
atteſtations which he has given to 
the truth of chriftianity by his re- 
ſurrection from the dead, and the 
powerful effuſions of his Holy Spirit; 

together 
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together with the miraculous opera- 
tions which accompanied it: 

4. By whom Gad hath given 
us the greateſt and moſt valua- 
ble promiſes, (even of eternal life 
and glory) to encourage us to the 
ſteady practice of our duty; that 
having conquer'd our paſſions and 
appetites, and ſubjected all our de- 
fires to the will of God and the 
reaſon of things; we may poſſeſs 
that divine diſpoſition, which fits us 
to imitate. the moſt perfect being, 
in conſtantly purſuing what is righ- 
teous, Juſt, and good, without any 
variation: and ſince we have re- 
ceiv'd from God all neceſſary aſſiſ- 
tance to make us holy and happy, 
let us make it the buſineſs and ſtudy 


77 


4 Whereby are 
given unto us exceed- 
ing great and preci- 
aus promiſes; that by 
theſe you might be 
partakers of the di- 
vine nature, having 
eſcaped the corrup- 
tion that is in the 
world through luſt, 
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of our lives, to ſerve him unblamea- | ' 
bly, and in the moſt perfect man- 
ner. | 


EE 


5. And whereas we ſincerely be- 
lieve the chriſtian religion, let us 
add to our belief, courage and reſo- 
lution, openly to. confeſs and avow 
it; to Which reſolution let us join a 
diligent examination of the laws and 
doctrines of chriſtianity, that we may 
both underſtand jts great end and 
Kaen, and know what it requires 
of us; 

6. Which will lead us to the 
greateſt moderation in the things of 
this life, and make us diligent to 
reſtrain all our irregular deſires ; 


1 whereby we ſhall be prepared for 


18 2 patient ſubmiſſion to the will of 
0 Cod, and made chearfully to em- 
e. brace any ſufferings, to which he may 
je in his wiſe providence think fit to 
t; call us. Have therefore your minds 


Aways fill'd with the higheſt love, 


5 And beſides this, 
giving all diligence, 
add to your faith, vir- 
tue; and to virtue, 
knowledge; : 


6 And to knew- 
ledge, temperance 3 
and to temperance, 
patience; and to pa- 
tience, godlineſs; 


— 
— 


A PARAPHRASE on 
and reverence to the divine majeſty, 


Chap. T. 


ſo that placing all your hopes in his 


7 And to godli- 
neſs, brotherly kind- 
neſs; and to brother- 


ly kindneſs, charity. 


8 For if theſe 
things be in you, and 
abound, they make 
you that ye ſlall nei- 
ther be barren, nor 
unfruitful- in the 
knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


9 But he that lack- 
eth theſe things, is 
blind, and cannot ſee 
far off, and hath for- 
gotten that he was 
purged from his old 
ſins. 


10 Wherefore the 
rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make 
your calling and elec- 
tion ſure: for if ye do 
theſe things, ye ſhall 
never fall. 


approbation, you may have all the 
3 of your minds conform'd to 
ub min, | 
7. Which diſpoſition will raiſe in 
your breaſts, the moſt intenſe and 


fervent love to your chriſtian bre- 


thren, even to the laying down your 
lives for them ; as Chriſt laid down 
his life for us: to all which be care- 
ful to add a univerſal love toall man- 
kind; doing to all as you would be 
done unto ; chearfully forgiving thoſe 
who have injured you, as God for 
Chriſt's ſake — forgiven us. 

8. In which habits if you are care- 
ful to perfect yourſelves, your know- 
ledge of the chriſtian religon will 
have its proper effect upon you, by 
its preparing you for the practice of 
every good work, and bringing you 
to a ſteady conformity to the laws of 
God. e 

9. Whereas the man who boaſts 
of his knowledge in chriſtianity, and 
ſubmits not to its righteous and equi- 
table laws, is entirely ignorant of 
its great end and defign, being under 
the government of his luſts and 
paſſions ; and bath forgot his __ 
firſt engagements, when he was ad- 
mitted into the church of Chriſt by 
baptiſm, by which he renounced al! 
his former vicious courſes, and gave 
bimſelf up to a life of righteouſneb, 
godlineſs, and temperance. 

10. Therefore, my beloved bre- 
thren, being call'd to the practice 
of all theſe moſt amiable virtues by 
your pure and holy religion, ſee that 
you are very diligent in the perform- 
ing of them; which will ſecure to 

N you 
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you all the bleſſings of the goſpel, 
to which God in his great mercy 
hath call'd you, and to this very 
end hath choſen you, that you might 
be a holy people, zealous of good 
works; which if you perform with 
fincerity, God who ſees your ſince- 
rity, will preſerve you in all the 
trials to which you may be expoſed, 
and will not ſuffer you to be tempt- 
ed above what you are able to bear; 
ſo that you ſhall not finally fall away 
nor miſcarry ; 


11. But being approved by God 


the righteous judge of all, you ſhall 
in that day, when he ſhall judge 
the world by Jeſus Chriſt, be highly 
applauded for your faithful obedi- 


ence, and raiſed to an exalted ſta- 


tion in that everlaſting kingdom 
of righteouſneſs, to which Jeſus Chriſt 
will bring all thoſe who love and 
obey him. | 

12. Seeing therefore all our hopes 
of the favour of God, and our being 
own'd. by Chriſt-for his diſciples, in 
the day of judgment, depends on 
our fincere and univerſal obedience ; 


I cannot be too careful to remind. 
you of theſe important truths, tho 


you have already been well inſtruct- 
ed in them; to the end that your 
attention may be ſo firmly fix'd on 
theſe chriſtian duties, that you ma 
practiſe them with all inet 
and alacrity; as knowing they are 
abſolutely neceflary to your ee 
approbation and happineſs. 

13. And fince (as I ſaid before) 
it is not only the knowing our duty, 
but the keeping our minds intent 
upon it, that will make us uniformly 


perform it; I think myſelf bound 


11 For fo an en- 
trance ſhall be mini- 
ſtred unto you abun- 
dantly, into the ever- 
laſt ng kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


12 Wherefore I 
will not be negligent 
to put you always in 
rememb:ance of theſe 
things, though ye 
know them, and be 
eſtabliſhed in the pre · 
ſent truth. 


13 Yea, I think it 
meet, as long as 1 
am in this taberna- 
cle, to ſtir you up by 
putting you in re- 
membrance : 

Vi ?0 
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So AI PARA H RAS E en 


14 Knowing that 
ſhortly 1 muſt put 
off this my taberna- 
cle, even as our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed Me. 


15 Moreover, I 
Will endeavour that 
you may be able after 
my deceaſe, to have 
theſe things always 
in remembrance. 


16 For we have 


not followed cun- 
ningly deviſed fa- 
bles, when we made 
known unto 10ou the 


power and coming 
of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, but were eye- 


_ witneſſes of his ma- 


jeſty. 


17 For he receiv- 
ed from God the Fa- 
ther, honour and glo- 
ry, when there came 
ſuch a voice to him 
from the excellent 


glory, This is my be- 


loved Son, in. whom 
1 am well pleaſed, 


Chap. I. 


to lay hold of every opportunity, 
while I am with you in this world, 
7 preſs you to a faithful diſcharge 
of it: . | 
14. Which I am the more ſolici- 
tous of doing, becauſe the time 
draws very near, when, according to 
the prediction of my Lord and maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt, [John xxi. 18, 19.] 
I muſt lay down my life in atteſta- 
tion of the truth of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, | | 
15. J ſhall therefore do my en- 


deavour, that even after my deceaſe 


you may be reminded of the things 
which you have been taught, both by 
me and my brethren, 


16. For we have not impoſed up- 
on you cunningly invented lies and 
forgeries, for the promoting an 
worldly or temporal views ; the trut 
of which you may be aſſured of, by 
our chearfully ſubmitting to all man- 
ner of difficulties, for the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in general, and of 


that great and important truth in 


particular, that Jeſus Chriſt will 
come again from heaven, with great 
power and glory, to render to every 
man according to his works : A faint 
reſemblance of this glory I myſelf 
with two other apoſtles were eyc- 
witneſſes of. 

17. For we were with him in the 
mount, when being array'd with 
inexpreſſible glory, 15 that our eyes 
were not able ro behold him, be 
was honour'd by the ſupreme God, 
with a voice, which proceeded im- 
mediately from the magnificent glo- 
ry, Which at the ſame time ap- 
pear'd above us, ſaying, This is my 


beloved 


Chap. I. zhe IId f St. P E T E R. 8s 


beloved Son, in whom I am well 


pleaſed, hear ye him ; [Matt. xvii. | 


1, G.] 3 

18. The truth of which fact, we 
in the moſt ſolemn manner declare, 
and that we heard this voice, while 
we were with him in the holy moun- 
tain, ? | 

19. But tho this fact be a con- 
vincing proof, that our Lord was in- 
veſted with great glory and power, 
by the ſupreme God; yet we refer 
you to thoſe more ſure prophecies 
of his future glory, when he ſhall 
5 5 the univerſal judge of men 
and angels, which are recorded in 
the prophetic books of the old teſta- 
ment *, which you will do well 
carefully to examine, as what will 
afford you great light into the cha- 


great power and dignity which God 
will inveſt him with; and will help 
greatly to confirm and ſtrengthen 
your faith, till his power ſhall in a 
more ſenſible manner be manifeſted 
to you, by that terrible deſtruction, 
which he is juſt ready to executs on 
the Zewi/b nation, who refuſed him 
to reign over them: which eminent 


diſplay of his kingly authority, like 


racter of the Aſeſſiah, and into that 


13 And this voice 


which came from 
heaven we heard, 
when we were with 
him in the holy 
mounts 


19 We have alſo 


a more ſure word of 


prophecy ; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take 
heed, as urito a light 
that ſnineth in a dark 
place, until che day 
dawn, and the day. 
ſtar ariſe in your 
hearts: 7 


e 


* Several ſenſes have been given of this paſſage. Fo me that 


given in the paraphraſe ſeems the moſt probable ; which does not 
ſuppoſe that the prophectes of the old teſtament were in them- 
ſelves more ſure than the fact of our Lord's transfiguration; but 
only a more ſure proof of what the apoſtle here brings them for, 
viz. of Chriſt's future glory as king and judge of the world: 
for the transfiguration was only a faint reſemblance and preſage 


8 of this power and glory which the Meſah ſhould be inveſted with; 
* Whereas the prophecies here refer'd to were ſo many direct 
7 bredictions of that power and glory. | 
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20 Knowing this 
firſt, that no prophe- 


ey of the ſcripture is 


of any private inter- 
pretation. 


21 For the pro- 
phecy came not in 
old time by the will 
of man: but holy 


men of God ſpake as 


they were moved b 


the holy Ghoſt. 


82 APARAPHRASE n Chap. I. 


the riſing of the morning ſtar, whoſe 
light is a ſure preſage of the return- 
ing day, will evidence to you this 
great and important truth, which 
you have been taught from your 
very firſt entrance into chriſtianity, 
that Jeſus Chriſt will at the end of 
the world appear with imperia! glo- 
ry and dignity, to 2 to every 
one according to his wofks. 

20. And that your ſtudy of theſe 
prophecies may be of the greateſt 
uſe to you, lay this down to your- 
ſelves as a certain truth, that the 
prophecies of the old teſtament 
were not the weak gueſſes or ſug- 
geſtions of fallible men; 

21. For the prediftions of the 
prophets were not enthuſiaſtical 
dreams of heated and warm imagi- 
nations; but pious and holy men, 
ſet apart by God for that purpoſe, 
deliver'd ſuch important truths, as 
were ſuggeſted to them by the Holy 
Spirit, for the inſtruction and em 
couragement of the ſober and reli- 
vious part of mankind. 


« 
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He forewarneth them of falſe teachers, who ſhall allure 


and ſeduce many, ver. 1. 


He denounceth the dread- 


ful condemnation of ſuch Men; which he confirms by 
the example of the fallen angels, the old <world, and 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 3. He largely deſcribes the 
manners and vicious practices of theſe wicked ſedu- 
cers, 10. The danger of being ſeduc d by them, 18. 


I. N O but that in thoſe antient 

times there were wicked and 
ungodly perſons, who for baſe and 
worldly ends made pretences to the 
ſame Spirit of propheſy ; bur they 
were eaſily diſcoverable both by the 
things they predicted and by their 


ſelfiſh views and ambitious deſigns: 


and this is necefſary for you to 
know ; becauſe, according to what 
our Lord has foretold, you will in a 
little time have ſeducers ariſe among 
you, who will endeavour to turn you 
from the goſpel of Chriſt, who by 
inſenſible and artful management 
will undermine the purity of the 


| chriſtian inſtitution, and bring in 


opinions that are deſtructive of a 
holy and pure life ; whereby they 
renounce the righteous governour of 
the world who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, and who had 
redeem'd them from their former 


vain converſation by no leſs a price 
than by the blood of his only begot- 


ten Son. But let them know, how- 

ever they may flatter themſelves, 

that they ſhall be overtaken with a 
: 7 


1D UT chere were 

ta ſe prophets 
alſo among the peo- 
ple, even as there 
ſhall be falſe teachers 
among you, who pri- 


vily ſhall bring in 


damnable bereſies, 


even denying the 


Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon 
themſelves ſwift de- 
ſtruction. 


ſurs 


84 


Fl 


2 And many ſhall 


follow their pernici- 


ous ways, by reaſon 


of whom the way of 
truth ſhall be evil 
ſpoken of. 


A PARAPHRASE on Chap, II. 


ſure and ſpeedy deſtruction, and 
made a fearful example of God's 
righteous judgment. | 

2. Yet this judgment ſhall not 
overtake them till they have been 
firſt permitted to practiſe all their 
wiles upon you for a trial of your 
faith and obedience ; and they ſhall 
deceive many, who not having duly 


attended to the great deſign of Chriſ- 


3 And through co- 
vetouſneſs ſhal} they 
with feigned words 
make merchandiſe of 
you: whoſe judgment 
now of a long time 
lingreth not, and their 
damnation flumbreth 
not, . 


4 For if God ſpar- 


ed not the angels that 
ſinned, but caſt :&:2 
dawn to hell, and 


delivered them into 
Chains of darkneſs, to 
be reſerved unto judg- 
_ _ 


tianity, Which is to reſtrain and 
limit our affections and pleaſures, 
will be betray'd by their deceitful 


and falſe reaſonings, into vicious and 


impure practices; whereby they will 
diſhonour the goſpel, and bring a 
reproach on their moſt holy reli- 
gion, | 
3. And whereas the hopes and 
expectations of theſe ſeducers are 
limited to this preſent warld, being 


greedily bent after the perifhing | 


riches thereof, they will make a 
prey of you, robbing you of your 
ubſtance under the pretence of dil. 
covering ſtrange . and ſupernatural 
myſteries; while they lily introduce 
all manner of ungodlineſs and filthy 
impurities among ou: upon whom 
the righteous judgment of God, 
threaten'd many «ges ago, will be 
ſwiftly executed; and they ſhall be 
overwhelm'd with a ſudden deſtruc- 
nen. 
4. And that God will thus ſevere: 
ly puniſh theſe impious perſons, will 
plainly appear to any one, that at- 
rentively conſiders, that when the 
very heavenly beings, ſo much ſupe- 
rior to us, violated the righteous 
laws of the governour of the world, 
he baniſh'd them the celeſtial man- 
fions of glory and happineſs, and 
„„ ET precipi- 
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precipitated them into a dark and 
diſmal priſon, to which they are 
confined till the day of righteous 
judgment; when a ſentence ſhall be 
pals'd upon them, ſuitable to their 
demerits. | 

5. And after the ſame manner has 


the divine being dealt with the 


human race, having deſtroy'd the 
old world for their luſts and in- 
juſtice 5 preſerving only Nogh and 
his family conſiſting of eight per- 
ſons; which Noah was a holy and 
good man, and a publick preacher 
of righteouſneſs ; who endea vour d 
to reform mankind: But they, re- 
jecting his kind admonitions, were 
deftroy'd, by God's bringing upon 
the earth an univerſal flood of water. 
Gen. vi, £9c.] | | 

6. The like terrible inſtance of 
God's hatred of iniquity, we have 
in that ſurprizing deſtruction which 
he executed on Sodom and Gomor- 
rah; who for their unnatural luſts, 
and inhoſpitality, were at once 
conſumed by a ſhower of enflam'd 
brimſtone, [Gen. xix,] the marks of 


which ruin continue to this preſent 


day, a ſenſible example of God's 
righteous judgment againſt all wick- 
ed and ungodly actions. | 

7. And at the ſame time he deli- 
ver d Lot, an hoſpitable and upright 
man, from that Ga overthrow, 
whoſe pious mind abhor'd the lewd 
converſation of thoſe impure citys; 

8. For dwelling among them he 
could not avoid both the hearing 
and being an eye-witneſs of their 
brutiſh and moſt deteſtable beha- 
viour; and being, as I ſaid, a plous 
and good man, he was extremely 


5 And ſpared not 
the old world, bat 
ſaved Noah the eighth 
perſon, a preacher of 
righteouſneſs, bring- 
ing. in the flood upon 
the world of the un- 
godly; | 


6 And turning the 
cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into aſhes, 
condemned them with 
an overthrow, mak- 
ing them an enſample 
unto thoſe that after 
ſhould live ungodly 3 


7 And delivered 
juſt Lot, vexed with 
the filthy converſa- 
tion of the wicked : 


8 (For that righ- 
teous man dwelling 
among them. in {ee- 
ing, and hearing, vex- 
ed his righteous Hul 
from day to day, with 
their unlawful deeds) 


. griev'd 
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9 The Lord know- 
eth how todeliver the 
godly out of tempta- 
tions, and to reſerve 
the unjuſt unto the 
day of judgment to 
be puniſhed; 


10 But chiefly them 
that walk after the 
fleſh, in the luſt of un- 
eleanneſs. and deſpiſe 
government: pre- 
ſumptu bus are they, 
ſelt-willed, they are 
not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of dignities : 


1t Whereas an- 
gels which are great- 
er in power and 
might, bring not rail- 
ing accuſation againſt 
them before the Lord. 


griev'd at their wicked actions, ſo 
that his life became a burthen to 
him. oe 

9. From all theſe examples both 
of the preſervation of the juſt, and 
deſtruction of the wicked, we are 


ſenfibly taught that God will con- 


duct all thoſe who fear and obey him 
thro' all the temptations they may 
be expoſed to, and at length bring 
them to his everlaſting kingdom ; 
and that in the day of judgment he 


will ſentence to inexpreſſible tor- 


ments, all thoſe who lead wicked 
and ungodly lives. 

10. And if God will execute ſuch 
fevere puniſhments on all his rational 
creatures. who live not up to the 
light he affords them; how ſevere 
will that vengeance be, which he 
will execute on theſe impure ſedu- 
cers; who knowing God's righteous 
revelation of wrath againſt all who 
do evil, yet diſgrace their moſt 
holy religion, and deſpiſe the mercy 
and favour of God, by giving up. 
themſelves to all fleſhly defilements, 
and oppoſing the lawful authority 
under which they are placed ; who 
under the pretence of ſuperior know- 
ledge aſſume a liberty which belongs 
not to them; being licentious, bold, 
and deſperate ; impiouſly ſpeaking 
evil of ſuperior orders of beings; 
firſt charging them with impurity, 
and then boaſting of following them 
in thoſe impurities : 

11. Whereas the good angels, 
who are every way ſuperior, both 
in wiſdom and power, to the evil 
ſpirits, when they give an ac- 
count of their conduct to God, only 
relate real facts without any aggra- 

vations 5 
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vations; much leſs charge them 
with crimes they are ignorant of. 

12. Whereas theſe impoſtors hav- 
ing given themſelves up to their 


fooliſh luſts, have ſunk all the powers 


of their minds, and thereby tranſ- 
form'd themſolves into the very worſt 
part of the brute creation, becoming 
ta venous and deftrutive beaſts of 


prey; who, in their madneſs obtrud- 


ing into things they know nothing 


of, diſqualify themſelves for every 


thing that is | ty and praiſe-wor- 
thy: but they ſhall be cut off in the 
midſt of their wickedneſs, and de- 
ſtroy'd for ever. | 


13. In which puniſhment they will 


meet with a reward ſuitable to their 
looſe and diſorderly lives, who have 
drown'd all their powers in baſe and 
ſordid pleaſures, being guilty of all 
manner of exceſs and lewdneſs, even 
in the very day time; and thereby 
are not only ſpots and blemiſhes to 
chriſtianity, but alſo to the human 


nature; who glory in their crimes, 


as tho they were the moſt commen- 
dable actions; whilſt you feaſt and 
careſs them, for their pretended diſ- 
coveries: | | 

14. Who have ſo habituted them- 
ſelves to luſtful habits, that they 
can't look even on a married woman, 
without impure defires, to which 
they are ſo enſlaved, that they are 
not able to reſtrain themſelves from 
them; employing all their art and 
ſubtilty to deceive and impoſe upon 
weak and inconfiderate perſons ; al- 
ways contriving how they may beſt 
accompliſh their baſe and © ſordid 
ends upon you, whereby they be- 


that 


unſtable 


TER 87 


12 But theſe as 
natural brute beaſts, 
made to be taken and 
deſtroyed, ſpeak evil 
of the things that they 
underſtand not, and 
ſhall utterly periſh in 
their own corrup- 
tion: 


13 And ſhall re- 
ceiye the reward of 
unrighteouſneſs, as 
they that count it 
pleaſure to riot im the 
day- time: ſpots they 
are and blemiſhes, 
ſporting themſelves 
with their own de- 
ceivings, while they 


feaſt with you p-f. 


14 Having eyes 
full of adultery, 40 
cannot ceaſe 
from ſin; beguiling 
ſouls: an 
heart they have exer- 
ciſed with covetous 
practiſes; curſed chil- 
. 
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15 Which have 


forſaken the right 


way, and are gone 
aftray, following the 
way of Balaam the 
ſon of Boſor, who 
loved the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs; 


16 But was rebuk⸗ 
tempt he was 


ed for his iniquity: 
the dumb aſs ſpeaking 
with man's voice, for- 
bad the madneſs of 
the prophet. 


17 Theſe are wells 
without water, clouds 
that are carried with 
a tempeſt, to whom 
the miſt of darkneſs 
is reſerved for ever. 


18 For when they 
ſpeak great ſwelling 
words of vanity, the 
allure through theluſts 
of the fleſh, through 
much wantonneſs, 


thoſe that were clean 


eſcaped from them 
who live in error: 


come children of the evil one, ſet 


apart for everlaſting deſtruction. 


15. Who having known the: way 
of truth have forſook it from covetous 


and ſenſual diſpoſitionz, in which 


proceedure they have exactly fol- 
low'd the pattern ſet them long ago 
by that impious perſon Balaam the 
ſon of Boſor, whoſe immoderate love 
to this world, and inſatiable deſire af- 
ter riches, made him, contrary to his 
better knowledge, give pernicious 
er betraying the people of 


16. In the beginning of which at- 
everely rebuk'd by 
his aſs, who ſpeaking to him with a 
human voice, [ Numb. xxii. 28, 30. 
reproved his raſh and implacable 
remper, which was ſo unworthy the 
character of a prophet ; | | 

17, Whoſe example theſe ſedu- 
cers follow, who may fitly be com- 
par'd to wells without water, and to 
clouds carry'd about by a ftrong 
wind, which prevents their watering 
the earth; as pretending to great 
light and knowledge ; whereas thoſe 
who truſt in them are both diſap- 
pointed and injur'd for their credu- 
lity : therefore God has reſerved for 
theſe deceivers, the place of ſever- 
eſt puniſhment in the other ſtate, 
which they moſt juſtly deſerve ; 

18. Seeing their greateſt boaſts to 
new and ſupernatural light, tend 
only to betray weak and unatten- 
tive minds, (who by the mercy of 
God had been recover'd by the 
preaching of the goſpel, from the 
vices and idolatries of the heathen) 


to the practice of every ſenſual and 


fooliſh luſt ; | | 
19. Not 


19. Not conſidering that while 
theſe ſeducers promiſe to raiſe their 
followers to a high dignity, and 
great privileges, as having liberty, 
by their ſuperior knowledge, of gra- 
rifying themſelves in every E 
enjoyment; they themſelves are the 
ſlaves of vile and depraved paſſions 
and appetites, to which they have 
ſubjected themſelves: for let every 
one know, that as a man becomes 
ſubject to him, who overcomes him; 
ſo whoever gives himſelf up to his 
irregular defires, becomes a ſlave 
to thoſe deſires, and is led in bondage 
by them. 

20. And as for thoſe unhappy per- 
ſons who are ſeduced and led aſtray 
by theſe deceivers, let them conſi- 
der that if they ſuffer themſelves to 
be again enſlaved to thoſe luſts, 
which they were formerly reſcu'd 
from, by the preaching of the holy 
and pure doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt 
our great lawgiver and deliverer, 
they are in a worſe condition than 
they were in, during their former 
ſtate of heatheniſm ; 

21. And it would have been much 
more tolerable for them never to 
have known God's gracious diſpen- 
ſation of mercy by Jeſus Chriſt to 
thoſe who obey him, than Paving 
been inſtructed in it, and refign' 
themſelves to its pure and holy 


laws, again to return to their former 
impieties, and give up themſelves 
to a ſenſual and impure life. 
- 22. But in theſe unhappy and mi- 
© ſerable perſons, are too truly verify d 
9 ſome of the wiſe remarks of our 
d antient forefathers, who have ſo well 


deſcrib'd them in their 1 
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19 While they pro- 
miſe them liberty, 
they themſelves are 
the ſervants of cor- 
ruption: for of whom 
a man is overcome, 
of the ſame is he 
brought in bondage. 


20 For if after they 
have eſcaped the pol- 
lutions of the world 
through the knows 
ledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are again en- 
tangled therein, and 
overcome; the latter 
end is worſe with 
them than the be- 
ginning : | 


21 For it had been 
better for them not 
to have known the 
way of righteouſneſs, 
than after they have 
known it, to turn 
from the holy com- 
mandment delivered 
unto them. : 


22 But it is haps 
pened unto them ac- 
cording to the true 
proverb, The dog is 
turned to his own vo- 
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mit again; and, The ſpeeches: The dog is turn'd to his 
ſow that was waſh- own yomit again, Prov. xxvi. 11.] 


Ly 


ed, to her wallowing and the ſow that was waſh'd to her 

in the mire. wallowing in the mire: Thereb 
ſignifying that a well regulated lite 
can only be produced by conſtant 
wa tchfulneſs over our . ee and 


a ſteady regard to the divine laws. 


C HAP. III. 


He ſtirs them up to attend to the words of the pro. 

 phets and apoſtles, ver. 1. He geclares the certainty 

the laſt judgment, againſt thoſe wicked ſceffers who 
denied it, 3. The long-ſuffering of God is aeſign'd tq 
bring men to repentance, 9. How the world ſhall be 
deftroy'd, and how chriſtians ſhould behave in view 
of it, 10. The new heaven, and new earth, 13, 
Evil men awreſt rhe fer tures to their oaon deſtruction, 
16. He cautions the chriſtians againſt being ſeduced, 
and exhorts them to perſeverance, 17. 


Mis ſecond 1.'P'H18 ſecond letter, my dearly 

e piſtle, be- beloved, I write to you, to 
loved, I now write engage you, whoſe minds have been 
br fo te a 9 purify'd by the chriſtian — * 
Fer n to preſerye that purity by a conſtapt 


Wa . 
brace: attention to your quty. 


That ye may be + $+ Particylarly 1 would. perſuade 
„i of the words You to poſſeſs your minds with the 
ich were ſpokea predictions of the holy prophets un- 
lors by the holy fler the former diſpenſations, which 
;:--hcts, and of the point out thoſe ſeyere Judgments, 
ment of us which God will execute upon theſe 
2 2 oſtles of the impipys ſeducers, that you may be 
Word zad Saviour: careful and diligent to ayoid them ; 

and with the righteous commands 0! 
eſus Chriſt, which we his apoſtles 


150 meſſengens haye fai va 
* | 5 


x 
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lirer d unto you; that you may Pa” 
— - 


tiently reſign yourſelves to his diſpo- 
ſal, from whom in due time you ſhall 
receive your reward. | | 

3. And don't be ſurprized when 
you ſhall ſee theſe ſeducers ariſe a- 
mong 107 for they have been pro- 
heſy d of from antient times. And 
bbereas ſome will appear in diſ- 
uiſe, and pretend to ſupernatural 
lumination, ſo others ſhall appear 
openly impious and profane, ſcoffing 
and making a mock at a religious 
and virtuous life, openly glorying in 
their luſts and 5 

4. Who will proceed to ſuch an 
height of impiety, as to deride thoſe 
promiſes which God has made to 
them that fear him, of a day of re- 
tribution, in which he will judge the 
world in tighteouſnefs ; impiouſly ſay- 
ing, that notwithſtanding the ſpeci- 
ous promiſes of thoſe who ptetended 
to know more of the will of God 
than others, yet we now ſee the 
falfity of thoſe predictions; for things 
have now continued for ſeveral thou- 
ſand years in tle ſame condition, 
one genetation going off and another 
ſucceeding ; and thus it has been 
from the beginning of the world ; 
and we have no reaſon to believe 
they will ever be otherwiſe, but 
will continue iti the ſame circulation 
for ever. he 

5. But if you examin into the 
characters of theſe ſcoffers, you will 
find them to be bold and ignorant 
men, who never attended to that 
light which God bath given to man- 
kind 3 and tho they atiſe out of the 
Zewi/h nation, yet dare to conttf̃a- 


i& ths account which is given in. 


2 Knowitig this 
firſt, that there (Hall 
come in the laſt days 
fcoffers, walking at⸗ 
ter their owa luſts, 


4 And ſaying; 
where is the promiſe 
of his coming; fot 
ſince the fathers fell 
aſleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were 
from the beginning 
of the creation, 


s For this they 
willingly are igno- 
rant of, that by the 
word of God the hea- 
vens were of old, and 
the earth ſtanding out 
of the water, and id 
the water: 


_ our 


6 Whereby the 
world that then was, 
being overflowed 
with water, periſhed. 


7 But the heavens 
and the earth which 
are now by the ſame 
word, are kept in 
ſtore, reſerved unto 
fire againſt the day of 
judgment, and perdi- 
tion of ungod)y men. 
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our ſacred books of the antient con- 
ſtitution of the earth; particularly 
that the heavens were placed in the 
order they now. are originally by 
God, by whom this earth was fitted 
for the reception of inhabitants by 
its different elevation ; whereby its 
upper parts were raiſed above the 
water, while the lower were cover'd 
ts © SO 

6. Which as it fitted it for the 
ſupport of the various orders of be- 
ings placed in it, ſo when the wick- 
eines of mankind had rendred them 
unworthy any further favour, God 
brought upon them a deluge of wa- 
ter, by which the then conſtitution of 
the earth was deftroy'd, with all 
its inhabitants; which deſtruction of 
the old world for its vices, is to 
every confiderate perſon a very good 
proof that this earth ſhall alſo be 


deſtroy'd, and an end put to the pre- 


ſent ſtate of things, | 

7. But the deftruction which this 
preſent earth with its atmoſphere 
is to be involved in, is not to be ef- 
fected with water as the other was; 
but God has determined to execute 
a more ſevere judgment on the 
greater iniquities of mankind ; for 
ſince they will not be moved with 
his ſeverity to the old world, nor all 
his kind invitations of mercy and 
favour which he beſtows upon them, 
this earth ſhall be involv'd in an 


_ univerſal burning; the materials 


for which are already repoſited a- 
gainſt the day of righteous retri- 


bution, in Which all the wicked 


and ungodly ſhall irretrievably pe- 


5 . 


8. And 
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8. And whertis it is objected 
that tho theſe predictions were made 
many ages ago, yet every thing 
continues to proceed in its regular 
courſe as in the beginning: I an- 
ſwer, that the very. objection itſelf 
is a full proof of the great ignorance 
and folly of theſe ſcoffers; and I 
hope, my beloved, you don't want to 
be informed, that with the ſupreme 
being, who is of eternal duration, a 


thouſand years is as one day, and 


one day as a thouſand years; and 


therefore the deferring of it to any 


future time, however diſtant, will 
make no alteration in the ſtrict per- 


formance of either his threatnings or 


his promiſes. . 

9. And therefore this forbearance 
of God is not to be look d upon as 
any change of his purpoſe, or that 
he was indifferent in the perform- 
ance of it; but is to be confider'd 
as the reſult of his infinite goodneſs, 
who bears with mankind notwith- 
ſtanding their great provocations ; 
as being willing that all men ſhould 
become ſenfible of the terrible con- 
ſequences of fin and iniquity ; that 
1 their lives, they might 
eſcape the condemnation of the 
world, and be ſaved in the day of 
the Lord. 

10. Neither let theſe deſpiſers of 


religion promiſe themſelves any du- 


table tate of ſecurity from the 
preſent regular ſtate of things, 
for that day of righteous recom- 
pence will come ſo ſuddain and un- 
look'd for, that it may very fitly be 
compar'd to the coming of a thief 
in the night, when no one has time 


8 But, beloved, be 
not ignorant of this 
one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord 
as a thouſand years, 
and a thouſand years 
as one day. 


9 The Lord is not 
flack concerning his 
promiſe, (as ſome 
men count ſlackneſs) 
but is long-ſuffering 
to us-ward, not will- 
ing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to re- 
pentance, | 


10 But the day of 
the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night; 
in the which the hea- 
vens ſhall paſs away 
with a great noiſe, 
and the elements ſhall 
melt with fervent 
heat, the earth alſo 
and the work thatare 


to 


8 
1 
* 
* 
1 
1 
1 
wu! © 
= 
* 
1 
) 
G 
; 
. 7 
+ [ 
10 p 
if 
4 * 
1 1 
1 | 
I C U 
1 
q' | 
1 4 
ir 
5 
1 
1 
1 
«9h 
/ þ 
81-5 
I 
9 F 
+l i 
is vi 
\FY | 
1 | 
9 ö 
h «+ ! 
* J . 
\ EW 3 
% * 4 
if? 4 
„ 
ol 
2% 
i} $2 4 
| «4 \ bo 
V's | 
4 - 
; 4 
+84 
1 
. 
+ NAS 
I | } 
j | 1 
4 
17 
3 
1 
1 . 
99 
_ 
11 . 
_ 7 4; 
_ £7! 
_ 
1 
1 
. 8 
4 > - 
1 . 
. 
©3135 
. 3 
1 f 
1 
| . 14 
iN: 
18 : 
N. = 
1 
t 
4 
1 ; 
84 
9 * 
. 
12 
ty 
mm 7 
F j 
44 
« 9 3 : 
7 
1 
| 44 
1114 
a x 8 
; 
I, i4 1 
1 
1 3 
i, I b 
{ : 
1 
4} 
1 1.18 ! x 
17 ; 
1 
* 
'T 
} : if 
t 17 
1 ö 
in 14 
T 
11411 
8: 
| 
53 ; 
S: 3 
9 
| 1 
1 
ö N 
| | 
# ' 
g 7 
ö \ 
1 ET 
( 1 ' 
0 y | [ 
g 44 19 
115 
1 
U 1 
| 3's; 
N 141 
n 
! 1 
4; 
1 9 
| 
14 i 
+8 ? 
($1795 
11 
1 
} 
1 1 
L : 
; 4 
1 
þ * 


—— 
— — — 
— * 
— — — . — 


94 A PARAPTHR ASE go Chap. lit 


therein ſhall be butut 


bp. 


tr Seeing then 


that all theſe things 
| ſhall be diſſolved, 


what manner of per- 
ſons ought ye to be 
in all holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs, 


12 Looking for; 
and baſting unto the 
coming of the day of 
God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire 
ſhall be diſſolved, and 
the elements ſhall 


melt with feryent 


heat ? 
12 Nevertheleſs, 


we according to his 


promiſe, look for 
new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteouſ- 
neſs, 


! 
to prepare againff him: for this 
earth ſhall on a ſuddain, with all 
that is in it, be involved in an uni- 
verſal burning: The air itſelf ſhall 
be diſſipated with a great hoile, 


and all the various particles which 
are diſperſed in it ſhall become a 


ſhower of liquid fire, and the whole 
world with all who have follow'd 
the luſts of it, ſhall be burnt up and 
conſum'd for ever. | 

11. Seeing then this whole ſtate 
of things ſhall be changed by that 
fire which God will kindle for the 
puniſhment of the wicked, how 
careful olght we to be that our 
converſation and behaviour be ſuit- 
able to the goſpel of Chriſt ; 

12. And that we diligently obe 

all his righteous commands, which 
can alone fit us for, and make us 
joyfully expe& that righteous day 
of accounts, when, as I ſaid before, 
the very air ſhall be diffipated by 
the intenſe heat, and the elements 
run down a liquid fire? 

13 But all this devaſtation of na- 
ture ought not to trouble or diſcom- 
poſe us; for God out gf rhis ruin has 
promiſed to provide a bettef habi- 
tation, vis. a renew'd heaven and 
earth, purg'd from all their preſent 
droſs and impurities, [ ai. Ixv. 17. 
Ixvi. 22. Rev. xxi. t.] which ſhall 


be poſſeſs'd by all thoſe who fear 


and obey him, and from which all 


14 Wherefore, be- 
loved, ſeeing that ye 
look for ſuch things, 
be diligent that ye 
may be found of him 


the wicked and ungodly ſhall be 
excluded for ever. | 
14. Seeing therefore, my beloved, 
you are convinced of the truth of 
theſe terrible and amazing changes 
which ſhall paſs on all earthly things, 
be very watchful over the diſpoſi- 


11009 


Chap. III. the IId of St. P E T ER. 99 


tions of your own minds, and the 
courls of your lives; ſtudy and fol- 
low afrer the things which make 
for peace, and take care to avoid 
every outward blemiſh, and inward 
defilement; whereby you will be 

repar'd to appear irreproveable be- 
3 him, pure and holy. 

15. And whereas ſome ha ve made 
2 very ill uſe of the forbearance of 
God, in not having as yet execut- 
ed his righteous judgments on the 
7ewiſh nation, taking occaſion from 
thence to deſpiſe the juſtice of God 
do you on the contrary, conſider 
his forbearance and long ſuffering, 
as kindly intended to afford them 
a longer ſpace to reflect on their 
heinous impieties in crucifying the 
Lord of life and glory; that ſo re- 
penting of their great wickedneſs 
they may ſubmit to his authority, 
and become ſharers in our common 
ſalvation: the ſame uſe alſo our be- 
loved brother Paul makes of this 
forbearance of God, who by the 
Holy Spirit was let into the moſt 
ſublime truths of chriſtianity ; 

16. And has in all his numerous 
epiſtles declared theſe great and im- 
ns dofrines, which indeed have 


ome conſiderable difficyltjes attend- 


ing them, both as being future, 
and in that we are not inform'd of 
all their particulars; which difficul- 
ties, inconfiderate and wavering per- 
ſons, who neyer would be at the 
2 of carefully examining the 
criptures, make uſe of, to the diſad- 
vantage of the prophetic parts of 
the old and new teſtament, as con- 
tzining things which are falſe and 


kQtitious, and thereupon renouncing 


in peace, without ſpot 
and blameleſs: 


BD 


15 And account 
that the long-ſuffer- 


ing of our Lord is 


ſalvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul 
alſo, according to the 
wiſdom given unto 
him, hath written un; 
to you; 


16 As alſo in all 
bt epiſtles, ſpeakin 
in them of thels 
things: in which are 
ſome things hard to 
be underſtood, which 
they that are unlearn- 
ed and unſtable wreſt, 
as they do allo the 
other ſcriptures, un · 
to their own deftruc- 
tion. 


their 
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17 Ye therefore, 
beloyed, ſeeing ye 
kno theſe things be- 
fore, beware leſt ye 


alſo being led away 


with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your 
own ſtedfaſtneſs : 


18 But grow in 
grace, and in the 
knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt : To him 


bs glory both now and 


ſor ever. Amen. 
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their faith, forfeit their right to the 
promiſes of the goſpel, and again 
involve themſelves in the condemna- 
tion of the world. | 

I7. And now, my dearly beloved, 
having ſo fully caution'd you againſt 
theſe two ſorts of deceivers, let me 
exhort you diligently to apply your- 
ſelves to the examination of your 
moſt holy religion, that when theſe 
impious ſeducers ſhall ariſe, you 
may not be led away, either by the 
delufions of the one or the reproaches 
of the others; but, ſteadily oppoſing 
them, may preſerve both your faith 
and integrity : 

18. Whereby you will highly ad- 
vance yourſelves in the favour of 
God, who will continually afford you 
greater light and knowledge in his 
diſpenſation of grace and mercy, 
which he has manifeſted by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; whom he hath appointed 


to be the great lawgi ver, and deli- 


verer, and judge of the fallen race of 


mankind : to whom, as our Lord and 


head under the one ſupreme God, 


be aſcribed glory, praiſe and thankſ- 


giving, as wing compleated our 
redemption by his ſufferings and 


death, both now and thro eternal 
ages. Amen. 


a” Lo. 
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PARAPHRASE 
Firſt Epiſtle of St. John. 
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The truth and certainty of our Saviour's divine miſſion 
and doctrine, ver. 1. The excellence of the chriſtian 
ſociety, 3. The neceſſity of holineſs in order to our 
becoming of this bleſſed ſociety, and having our ſins 
forgiven-thrs* the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 5. The neceſ* 
ſity of this ſacrifice, as we have all been ſinners ; and 
| of confeſſing and forſaking our ſins, if we would bo 
forgiven, 8. | 


MY dearly beloved converts, of 
whatſoever age or ſtanding ye 

may be in the church, I write this 

epiſtle to you at a time, when 

many ſeducers are gone out to de- 

ceive; that you may be preſerved 

from their errors, and may continue Go 
in the pure faith of Jeſus Chriſt : 

to which end 1 ſhall give you a 
diſtin account both of the perſon ö 
and laws of the Meſſiab, whom God 

_ ſent for the ſalvation of man- 

ind, 


oo I. Know 


= 4 PARAPHRASE on 


HAT which 
a was from the 
beginning, which we 
have heard, which we 
have ſeen with our 
eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our 
hands have handled 
of the word of life; 


4. 


2 (For the life was 
manifeſted, and we 


have ſeen it, and bear 


witneſs,and ſhew,un- 
to you that eternal 
life which was with 
the Father, and was 
manifeſted unto us) 


Chap. J. 


1. Know then that this moſt ex- 
cellent perſon, of whom I am about 
to write to you, exiſted befote the 
worlds; by him the ſupreme God 
and Father of all made the worlds; 
and it is no leſs than this moſt ex- 
cellent perſon who has been exhibit- 
ed to us here on this earth; and that 


in ſo ſenſible a manner, that we 


have not only heard his divine diſ- 
coutſes, but have alſo ſeen him 
with our eyes, and beheld him per- 


forming innumerable great and aſto- 


niſhing miracles during his life; and 


further have alſo view'd him with 


the greateſt admiration, after his re- 
ſurrection from the dead; of which 
he my us the utmoſt evidence, 
by freely permitting us to examine 
his wounded hands and fide, and 
by receiving us to his deareſt em- 
braces ; by which reſurrection from 
the dead, he is demonſtrated to be 
the true Me ſſiah, and the Saviour 
of the world. | | 

2. For truly this divine perſon, 
to whom the Father hath given to 
have life in himſelf, and whoſe 
life is the light of men, did really 
become a man, and dwelt among 
us: the truth of which I affertin the 
moſt ſolemn manner, as having not 


only ſeen and known him, but alfo 


been ſo perfectly inſtructed by him, 
as to be able to give his laws info 
clear a manner, as will enable you 
to partake of that everlaſting life 
which he himſelf poſſeſſes: who, as 
J ſaid before, exiſted with the Father 
from the beginning, bur for our 


fakes became man and dwelt among 


us. 


3. Io 


2 


S 
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3. In this relation which I am 
about to make to you, I ſhall only 
faichfully relate what I myſelf have 
heard from and ſeen of him; that 


ſo having no doubt in your minds, 


concerning thoſe great truths, you 
may more readily embrace his doc- 


by become one in ſociety with us; 
which ſociety is indeed the moſt ex- 
cellent and noble, as being join'd 
with, and united to the God and 
Father of all, and his only begotten 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; by 

4. Which things I inform you of, 


that your minds may be filled with 


the greateſt joy, and ſatisfaction. 


5. Now that you may be receiv'd 
into this blefled ſaciety, and have 
a right to its many and great privi- 
leges; it's neceſſary that I let you 
know, what is the condition which 
he has made indiſpenſably neceſſary 


far your admiſſion into it; which in 
ſhort is this, that you lay it down as 
a certain and infallible truth, that 


God is holy, juſt and pure, and can 
by no means behold-iniquity with 
approbation ; | 


6. And therefore all pretences to 


any union with him, or favour from 
him, if we lead wicked and ungod- 
ly lives, are falſe and deluſive, and 
will ſtand us in no ſtead: | 
7. But if our actions are conform- 
able to the eternal laws of righteouſ- 
neſs and truth, as are all the actions 
af the ſupreme governour of the 
world, then do we truly belong to 
that heavenly ſociety, and all our 
alt fins and offences ſhall really be 
blotted aut, by that om ſacrifice 
Fx 
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3 That which we 
have ſeen .and heard 
declare we unto you, 
that ye alſo may have 
fellowſhip with us: 
and truly our fellow- 
ſhip is with the Fa- 


ther, and with hi | 
trine, and obey his laws, and there- er, and with bissen 


Jeſus Chriſt, 


4 And theſe things 


write we unto you, 


that your joy may be 


full. 


3 This then is the 
meſſage which we 
have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs 
at all. 


we have fellowſhip 
with bim, and walk 
in darkneſs, we lie, 
and do not the truth 4 


7 But if we walk 


in the light, as he is 


in the light, we have 


fellowſhip one with 
another, and the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son cleanſeth us 
from all fin. 


6 If we ſay that 
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8 If we ſay that 
we have no ſin, we 
deceiye ourſelves, and 
the truth is not in us. 


of atonement which Jeſus Chriſt has 
made for us by his death : 

8. Which atonement we every one 
ſtand abſolutely in need of, as hay- 
ing broken the juſt and righteous 
laws of God; and that man who is 
ſo preſumpruous as to ſay, he has 


not violated the laws of Cod, 


and conſequently ſtands in no need 


of this great ſacrifice, is both a 


lvyar againſt the cleareſt evidence, 


9 If we confeſs 
our ſins, he is faith- 
ful and juſt to forgive 
us our ſins, and to 
cleanſe us from all 
unrighteouſneſs. 


10 If we ſay that 
we have not ſinned, 
we make him a liar, 
and his word is not 


and alſo miſerably impoſes upon 
himſelf z Who while he pretends to 
greater degrees of knowledge than 
others, ſhews himſelf to be igno- 
rant of the moſt plain and neceſſary 
truths, | — 

9. For herein conſiſts our comfort, 
not that we have not ſinned, for we 
have all been ſo unhappy as to have 
offended ; but that he who cannot 
lye hath promiſed us, that if being 
fincerely ſorry for our fins, we ac- 
knowledge and forſake them, he 
will forgive us all our iniquities, and 

urify us from all unrighteouſneſs, 
foe the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt ; 

10. Whereas by denying ourſelves 
to be finners, we contradict even 
God himſelf, who has ſent his own 
Son into the world to fave the ſinful 
race of mankind ; and thereby for- 
feit all our right to the chriſtian 


_ ſalvation, 


I 


Chap. II. the It. of St. JOH N, 101 


S E db d. & K. &. K. K. K. & 8 . 
bs l AE 


Ne muſt carefully avoid ſin; and then we may have 
the comfortable aſſurance that our paſt [ins and pre- 
ſent failings will be forgiven, thro the ſacrifice and 
interceſſion of Feſus Chriſt, ver. 1. The vanity of 
pretending to knowledge and to an intereſt in the 
bleſſings of the goſpel, without a ſincere obedience to 
the precepts of it, 3. A univerſal obedience to God's 
laws always requir'd of men, . The new command 
of the goſpel, and the neceſhty of complying with it, 
8. The apoſile's affeftionate addreſs to three ranks of 
chriſtians, 12. He cautions them againſt the immc- 
erate love of the world; three ſorts of worldly luſts; 
the different ends of thoſe who are overcome by them 
and thoſe who are not, 15. He cautions them againſt 
ſeducers ; gives a ſhort deſcription of them; ſhews 
that they forfeit eternal life and all the bleſſings of the 
goſpel, but the faithful being preſerv'd by the afſiſtan 
of the Holy Spirit ſhall certainly enjoy them ; and, 
neſtly exhorts them to perſeverance in righteouſneſt, 
and their chriſtian profeſſion aud practice, if they 
do, _ before Chriſt with joy at his ſecond com- 

ing, 18. 


1. YEARLY beloved whom [ 1 MH little chil- 
have begotten to the chriſtian dren, theſe 

religion; I take this opportunity of ee 1 unto 

acquainting you, that my great 3 rag: bin 
deftign in writing this epiſtle is, to _. Sale. ee ee. 
preſerve you from falling into fin, „ith the Father je- 
and breaking the juſt and righteous ſus Chriſt the righte- 
laws of the governour of the world; ou s 
yet at the ſame time I think it ne- 

ceſſary to inform you, that if you 

forſake your paſt fins, and · conform 

yourſelves to the precepts of the 


goſpel, we have one to plead our 
11 f * 5 \ ; 
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2 And he is the 
propitiation for our 
ſins; and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the 
ſens of the whole 
world. 


3 And hereby we 
know that we 


d 
know him, if we 
keep his command- 
ments, 


4 He that faith, 1 
know him, and keep- 
eth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in 
bim. 


5 But whoſo keep- 
eth his word, in him 
verily is the love of 
God perfected: here- 
by know we that we 
are in him. 
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cauſe before the God and Father of 
all, even Jeſus Chriſt his only be- 
gotten Son, „ 

2. Who having in the fleſh obey d 
all the laws of his God and Father, 
and thereby prov'd himſelf a perſon 
abſolutely righteous; provided alſo 
for the juſtification of all thoſe who 
ſhould in earneſt turn from their 


fins and obey ys holy doQtrine : for 
de 


he has by his death erected a mer- 
cy-ſeat in his ewn blood, where all 


our fins are forgiven, and not ours 


only but the fins of all thoſe thro'out 
the whole world, whether they be 
Zews or Gentiles, who forſake their 
iniquities, and implore mercy of God 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt; for 
whoſe ſake alſo the many leſſer 


faults and infirmities which we com- 


mit, being chriſtians, ſhall be for- 
gi ven. 
3. And that we are intereſted in 
this mediation of Chriſt, we have 
one ſure and infallible teſt, in which 
we cannot be miſtaken ; vis. A 
univerſal obedience to all his com- 
mands. | 

4. But if any man pretends to. un- 
derſtand the chriſtian revelation, 
and to be intereſted in its benefits, 
without obeying its precepts, he 
belies that moſt an" a4 religion, 
and ought to be regarded as a wick- 
ed and impious mann 

5. Whereas the man who attends 
to this divine inſtitution of righteoul- 


[neſs and goodneſs, and acts accord- 


ingly, in him is apparently anſwer'd 
the great end of God's ſending his 
Son into the world; which was to 
purify us from all iniquity, and to 
make us holy, kind and good: * 

Which 


ts. etal road ie 
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which diſpoſition of mind, we al- 
ſuredly know; we have a right to all 


the bleſſings purchaſed by his death, 


and are admitted into his blefled 
ſociety, 


6. And every man, whoſoever he 


is, who pretends to be of this holy 
ſociety, muſt evidence it by ſteadily 
obeying all the laws of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
the like extenſive and univerſal man- 
ner, as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf obey'd 
all the laws of his God and Father. 

7. My dgarly beloved brethren, 
what I now write to you concerning 
a univerſal” obedience to the laws of 
God, is not any new doctrine; but 
what you were told was abſolutely 
neceſſary at your firſt admiſſion into 
the chriſtian church: a univerſal 
obedience to all the laws of God 
has at all times been abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, even from the beginning of 
the world, under every diſpenſation 
which God has given to mankind. 

8. But I now proceed to give you 


a commandment, which may pro- 


perly be call'd a new one, as never 
appearing in its full light, till given 
us in the example, and inforced by 
the command, of Jeſus Chriſt; I 
mean univerſal love and benevo- 
lence : which precept is exemplify'd 
in the fulleſt manner, in our Lord's 
giving his life for a ſinful world; 
and his pattern is amiably followed 
by you, who ſhew- yourſelves to be 
his diſciples indeed, by that univer- 
ſal love and kindneſs which you 
have ſo ſteadily practiſed ever ſince 
you have been converted to the 


chriſtian religion; which procedure 


Plainly proves the ſuperior excellency 
ef the chriſtian inſtitution; 


103 


6 He that ſaith he 
abideth in him, ought 
himſelf alſo ſo to 
walk, . even as he 
walked. 


7 Brethren, I write 
no new command- 
ment unto you, but 
an old command- 
ment which ye had 
from the beginning: 
the old command- 
ment is the word 
which ye have heard 
from the beginning. 


8 Again, a new com- 
mandment I write 
unto you, which thin 
is true in him, an 
in you; becauſe the 
darkneſs is paſt, and 
the true light now 
ſnineth. 


9. Under 


—— 


a 


2 
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9 He that faith he 
is in the light, and 
hateth his brother, is 


in darkneſs even un- 


til now. 


10 He that loveth 
his brother abideth in 
the light, and there 
is none occaſion of 
ſtumbling in him, 


3 


11 But hethat hat- 
eth his brother, is in 
darkneſs, and walk - 
eth in darkneſs, and 
knoweth not whither 
he goeth, becauſe that 
darkneſs hath blinded 
his eyes. 


4 


12 I write unto 
you, litile children, 
becauſe your ſins are 
forgiven you for his 
names ſake. | 


9. Under which this law is ſo 
indiſpenſably neceflary, that the 
mian who entertains any hatred in 
his mind againſt another, proves 
himſelf an unholy perſon, and there- 
by deprives himſelf of all the bene- 
fit of it; 4 yt», 

10. Whereas he who in*compli- 
ance with this law, cultivates a diſ- 
poſition of univerſal love and good- 


neſs, is truly a chriſtian, and having - 


by this principle gurified his mind, 
and diveſted himſelf of every evil 
thought,” his duty appears plain and 
clear before him ; and *having no 


falſe byaſs to turn him from it, he 


purſues it with chearfulneſs and ala- 
crify£1111 wt; | 


11 Whereas the man who ſuffers 


his mind to be blinded by anger 
and malice, is ſo diſcompoſed by 
thoſe ungovernable paſſions, that he 
does every thing in a diſturb'd and 
irregular manner: and the one may 
be fitly compar'd to a man, who 
has clear daylight for the managing 
of his affairs, whereby he performs 
them with pleaſure and ſafety ; but 
the other is like a man overtaken 
with the night, when the darkneſs 
makes every ſtep to be attended 
with difficulty and danger. 

12. It is with a great deal of plea- 


ſure, I write theſe things unto you, 


who are lately. converted to the 


chriſtian religion; becauſe the con- 


ſciouſneſs of your obedience to theſe 
laws, will give you the comfortable 
aflurance of the forgiveneſs of your 


offences for Chriſt's ſake ; whole 


laws you now fo chearſully obey; 


not doubting, but you. will ſtill go 
| _ Qn, 
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on in Ready ob dience to him who 
died for you. 

13. With the ſame pleaſure, I 
alſo write unto you, who are grown 
old in the chriſtian religion, having 
been the firſt fruits of my miniſtry; 
and conſequently are firmly fix'd in 
the great doctrines of chriſtianity, 
and not be impoſed upon by any 
deceivers whatſoever, but ſteadily fol- 
low the example of Chriſt, — life 
and laws you are ſo well inſtructed in. 

With the ſame ſatisfaction of 
mind [I alſo addreſs myſelf to you, 
who have made a manly progreſs in 
our holy religion; and by a ſteady 
adherence to its laws, have ſo mor- 
tified every irregular defire, as there- 
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by to be able to overcome all the 


temptations of the devil, and to 


practiſe that univerſal love and good- 


neſs, of which your Lord and maſter 
has ſet you ſo bright an example. 

again congratulate you my 
younger converts, becauſe ye have 
approved yourſelves to be the chil- 
dren of God, by your careful obedi- 
ence to his laws. 

14. And you who are the firſt 
fruits of my preaching, I rejoyce 
with you, that what I wrote to you 
formerly had ſo good an effect upon 
you, both in informing your minds 
in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who exiſted with the Father from 
the beginning, and in perfecting your 
conformity to his laws. With the 
ſame pleaſure I alſo remind you, 
who have made a good progreſs in 
the chriſtian faith, of what formerly 


tote you, fince it was a means of 


enlightning your minds, and con- 


firming you in all holineſs * 


13 J write unto 


you, fathers, becauſe 


ye have known him 
that is from the be- 
ginning. I write unto 
you, young men, be- 
cauſe ye have oyer- 
come the wicked one. 
I write unto you, lit- 
tle children, becauſe 


ye have known the 


Father. 5 


14 J have written 
unto you, fathers, be- 
cauſe ye have known 


him that is from the 


beginning. I have 
written unto you, 
young men, becauſe 
ye are ſtrong, and the 
word of God abideth 
in you, and ye have 
overcame the wicked 
one. 
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15 Love not the 


world, neither the 


things that are in the 
If any man 
love the world, the 
love of the Father is 
nöt in him. | 


16 "hl all that is 


in the world, the Juſt 


of the ffeſh, and the 
luſt of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but 
is of the world. 


17 And the world 
paſſeth away, and the 
luſt thereof: but he 


| that doth the will 


# 
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ence, and thereby proves that it has 
had its proper effect on you, and 
demonſtrates that you have over- 
come the wicked one. ee i 
15. And now, my beloved con- 
verts in whom I fo juſtly glory, 
fince you have made ſo 
greſs in chriſtianity, I have but one 
thing to caution; you more imme- 
diately againſt ; which is an immo- 
derate love of this preſent world, 


and the ſuffering yourſelves to be 


entangled by the allurements of it ; 
and lay this down as a certain rule, 
that the man who gives himſelf up 
to the pleaſures of this life, cannot 
attend to the laws of God; and 
whoever will carefully reflect upon 
them, will eaſily ſee how oppoſite 
they are to one another : | 
16. The enjoyments of this world 
confiſting only, either in giving a 
looſe to our ſenſual appetites ; or 
in an inſatiable defire after riches, 
and the pomps and vanities of this 


preſent world; or laſtly, in the un- 
reaſonable graſping after power and 


authority, pleaſing ourſelves in our 
ſuperiority over others, and treat- 


ing with contempt thoſe below us: 


the three great temptations to which 
the three great ſtages of life are ex- 
poled; all which muſt appear to 
every impartial enquirer, to be very 
oppoſite ro that meekneſs, purity, 
and ſelf-denial, which both natural 


and revealed religion require; ' and 
— will be as 


the end of thejr 
different. | 
17. For as this preſent world ſhall 


in a little time be burnt up, and 

conſum'd, and the wicked with it; 

ſo the man who refigns himſelf : 
| the 


great a pro- 
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the laws of God, and makes it his 
buſineſs to practiſe them, ſhall 


be admitted into the bleſſed man- 


fions of life and glory, which ſhall 
never have an end. 5 

18. My dear converts, you are now 
under the laſt diſpenſation of God 
to the world, and whereas you have 
from the beginning been inſtructed, 


that under that laſt period, there 


ſhould ariſe out of the church, a 
power which ſhould. oppoſe Chriſt 
and his religion; I take this oppor- 


tunity, both to inform and caution 
| you, that there are ſeveral of theſe 


powers already riſen z which de- 
monſtrate this to be the laſt period 
of time. | | 


19. Theſe oppoſers of Chriſt in- 


deed are ſuch, who once pretend- 
ed to believe the chriftian religion, 
as well as yourſelves; but they were 
not ſuch as fincerely believed it, for 
if they had they would have con- 
tinued in the practice of it; but 
having baſe and worldly views, they 


have diſcover'd their wicked pur- 


poſes; and fo have manifeſted them- 
ſelves not to be ſincere chriſtians. - 
20. But you who have receiv'd 
our, doctrine with honeſt and pure 
minds, have the truth of it demon- 
trated to yourſelves by the extra- 
ordinary gifts and operations of the 
Spirit, whereby you have had con- 
firm'd to you all thoſe truths, in 
which you were inſtructed by me. 
21. 1 therefore write not theſe 
things to you as ſuppoſing you are 
ignorant of them, but only to re- 
mind you of what you already know; 
left for want of due _ and at- 
2 
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of God, abideth for 
ever. - 


18 Little children, 
it is the laſt time: aud 
as ye have heard that 
antichriſt ſhall come, 
even now are there 


many antichriſts ; 


whereby we know 
that it is the laſt time. 


19 They went out 
fromm us, but th:y 
were not of us: for 


if they had been of 


us, they would no 
doubt have continu- 
ed with us: but they 
went out, that they 
might be made mani- 
feſt, that they were 
not all of us. 


25 But ye have an 
unction from the ho- 


ly One, and ye know 


all things. 


21 Ihave not writ- 
ten unto you, becauſe 
ye know not the 
tru:h ; but becauſe ve 
know it, and that no 
he is of the truth. 


tention, 
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& 


22 Who is a liar 


but he that denieth A 


that Jeſus is the 

hriſt; he is anti 
Fut that denieth the 
Father and the Son. 


23 Whoſoever de- 
nieth the Son, the 
ſame hath not t he Fa- 
ther: | but] he that 
acknowledgeth the 
Son, hath the Father 
alſo. ; 


24 Let that there- 
fore abide in you, 


which ye have heard 


tehtion, theſe deceivers ſhould b 
any means lead you aſtray. | 
22. And that I may moſt effeQu. 
ly guard you againſt theſe ſeducers, 
articularly mark thoſe who deny 
— to be the Meſſiah promiſed 


to mankind, in whom all the pro- 
phecies of the deliverer who was to 


come were fulfill'd. Whoſoever ſhall 
dare to deny this great truth, re- 
nounces both that revelation made 
by the Father from the beginning 
of t 


he world, firſt to Adam and the 


Patriarchs, and afterwards by Moſes 
and the ey ogra to the Fewiſh 
nation; which every where points 
out a deliverer who was to come; 
and alſo renounces that moſt com- 
pleat revelation which God has 
made by his 'only begotten Son, 
who has fully anſwer'd all the marks 
and characters, givep of him, before 
his appearance, Ohh thereby hath 
demonſtrated himſelf to be that 
Melſi ab, that good men in all a. 
ges have with impatience long'd 
or : ene he. 

23. From whence it fully appears, 
that he who denies Jeſus to be the 
Sent of God, rejects all that mercy 
and favour which God of his infi- 
nite goodneſs has offer'd mankind, 
and which he will beſtow upon all 
thoſe who acknowledging his mil- 
fion, obey his laws. Be therefore 
very careful to keep ſtedfaſt to thoſe 
doctrines wherein we have inſtruct- 
ed you, in which if you continue im- 
moveable, you will continue in the 


fellowſhip and favour of the Son of 


God, and of his eternal Father ; 


24. And in conſequence thereof 


will have all thoſe great bleſſings 


ſecured 


K c DR EE WEIS 
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: ſecured to you, which are the hap- 


py reſult of that fellowſhip and fa- 
vour: es 


109 
from the beginning. 
If that which ye have 
heard from the be. 


ginning ſhall remain 


in you, ye alſo ſhall 


continue in the Son, 


25. Particularly you will have that 
promiſe. fulfil'd to you which is the 
glory of the goſpel diſpenſation, the 
promiſe of eternal lit : a life in 
compariſon of which, your preſent 


condition does not deſerve the name 


of life: a life ſuited to the perfec- 
tion of your nobleſt faculties, attend- 
ed with joys unſpeakable, and which 
ſhall never have 4 period put to it. 
The Son of God came into the world 
that we might be deliver'd from a 
ſtate of death; that we might have 
life and have it more abundantly, 
And this is that happy life which 
he has promiſed to all Shgſe who 


ſtedfaſtly adhere to his doctrines. 
286. Thus have I endeavoured by 


faithful repreſentation of theſe great 
truths, to guard you againſt the 
threatning apoſtaſy. 

27. But do not think I at all ſuſ- 
pe& you becauſe I have wrote thus 
freely: I know that the kind and 
yoog Spirit of Jeſus whom you obey 

as confirm'd all thoſe truths to you, 
in which you were inſtructed by 
thoſe extraordinary gifts which he 


firſt poured out upon you at your 
admiſſion into the cheiltlan church; 


which Spirit is alſo always peeſent 


with you, who fincerely embrace the 


chriſtians religion, by his more ſecret 
and invifible influences, to eſtabliſh 
you in the truth; that you will not 
think you and in need of any pew 


and in the Father, 


25 And this is the 
promiſe that he hath 
promiſed us, even e- 
ternal life, 


26 Theſe things 


have I written unto 


you, concerning them 
that ſeduce you. 

27 But the anoint- 
ing which ye have 


received of him, a- 


bideth in you: and ye 
need not that any 
man teach you : But, 
as the ſame anointing 


teacheth you of all 


things, and is truth, 
and 1s no lie; and e- 
ven as it hath taught 
you, ye ſhall abide in 
him, 
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or different inſtruction which theſe 


deceivers may pretend to bri 


how plauſibly ſoever they may ad. 
dreſs themſelves to you: and where- 
as the good Spirit of God has 
thought you worthy of ſuch inſtruc- 
tion, confirming you in the preateſt 


and moft important truths, which 


he has demonſtrated by the fore. 
mention'd extraordinary and mira- 


culous operations; ſo I doubt not 


but thro his fecret yet not leſs ef- 


fectual aſſiſtance, you will be ena- 


bled carefully to treafure them up 


in your minds, and practiſe them 


28 And now, lit- 
tle children, abide in 
him; that when he 
ſhall appear, we may 
have confidence, and 
not be aſhamed be- 
fore him at his com- 
ing. | 


in your lives: _ 

28. To the doing of which I can't 
too often exhort you. Therefore 
permit me again to intreat you as 
my dear children whom I have be- 
gotten to eternal life, carefully to 
treaſure up theſe laws and doctrines in 
your minds, and practiſe them in your 


lives; by which alone you can appear 


29 If ye know that 
he is righteous, ye 
know that every one 
that doth righteouſ- 
neſs, is born of him. 


before Chriſt at his ſecond coming 
(when he ſhall render to every one 
according to his works) with conft- 
dence and great joy; for nothing 
but an holy and unblameable lite 
can preſerve you from being afſham'd 
at his coming, and being condemn'd 
with the world : 

29. For this you know, that as 
God himſelf is righteous and holy, 
fo he will acknowledge none as his 
children, but ſuch. as renouncing 
all unrighteouſneſs, and ungodlineſs 
of men, live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godlily in this preſent world. 


Chap, II. the 1f. of St.] O HN. 117 


TCTCTLITTELETIEUTLEFEFEFEY 
7 OM ACM | 


The exceeding great love of God in making us his chil- 
ren ; what treatment ſuch muſt eupett from a wick- 
ed world ; the unſpeakable happineſs included in this 
charaFter ; and the natural conſequence of the lively 
hope of it, ver. 1. Why chriſtians muſt of neceſſity 
avoid fin, and lead righteous and holy lives, 4. Wick- 
ed men are the children of the devil, and only the good 
aud righteons the children of God, 8. Love and cha- 

rity inforc's by a variety of arguments, 11. 


1. AND that I may ſtir you up to 1 DN Ehold, what 
Aa Ready and lively practice, manner of 
of the laws of God, and particularly love the Father hath 
of this great commandment of lov- keg Py 0 
ing one another; let me warm your „alled the ſons of 
breaſts by recalling to your minds 

that exceeding great lobe which the 


God: therefore the 


8 world knoweth us 
ſupteme governour of the world, the not, becauſe it knew 


| 
' 
r 
: God and Fsther of all, hath mani- him not. 
1 
8 


feſted to us, by ſending this moſt ex- 
cellent perſon, of whom I have been 
treating, . world, not only as 
an inſtructor in righteouſneſs, and a 
pattern of a holy and obedient life, 
but alſo to die for us; that we being 
reduced under him who is the only | 
begotten Son of God might by adop- 
tion be entitled to that moſt glori- | 
ous character of being alſo the ſons 
of God ; and this is the m— reaſon 
why we are perſecuted and reviled 
by the powers of this world, who 
having given themſelves up to obe 
the wicked one refuſed to hear thoſo 
Sracious invitations which God made 
P. them by Jeſus Chriſt, whom in re- 
he” turn 


; 


2 Beloved, now 
are we the ſons of 
God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we 
ſhall be: but we 
know that when he 
ſhall appear, ye ſhall 
be like him; for we 


ſhall ſee him as he is. 


* 
E 
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e turn for all his goodneſs they put to 


death; and therefore it's no wond er, 


but rather to be expected, that 
they ſhould treat us in the ſame 


manner: 


2. But beloved this very treat- 


ment which we meet with from the 


world, is a certain proof that we 
really are the ſons of God; which 
glorious character tho it denotes ſome- 
thing moſt excellent, yet what that 
is, is not as yet made manifeſt: 
but however thus far is revealed, 


that when Chriſt ſhall appear in 


judgment, he yill appear cloathed 


2 And every man 
that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth him- 
ſelf, even as he 1s 


pure 


£ 


4 Whoſoever com- 
miteth ſin, tranſgteſſ· 


A 


with that glory which he poſſeſſed 


with the Father before the worlds 


were N whereas he is to receive 


us to himſelf, and we are to be with 
him for ever, we ſhall alſo be 
cloathed with the ſame glory; 
whereby we ſhall be fitted for in- 
timate converſation with him ; which 


clear view, uninterrupted by any of 


the ſnares and infirmities which here 


attend us, will transform us into a 


et nearer and more happy reſem- 
lance : And by ſeeing him as he is, 
we ſhall conceive ſo perfect a love of 
him as will for ever ſecure this moſt 
bleſſed likeneſs to him. | 
3. The natural conſequence of 
which great expectation is this; 


that every one who thorowly enter- 


rains it will in this preſent ſtate of 
trial and difficulty, labour to gain as 
great a likeneſs as he can to his 
great Lord and maſter ; by purify- 
ing himſelf from all — in 
conformity both to his precept and 
example. \ 

4. And how reaſonable it is that 
every chriſtian ſhould thus purify 
| | himſelf 


0 wm, hin m „ AY oc 


0 


himſelf muſt appear, if we only con- 
fider what fin is; he who fins breaks 
the laws of his creator and maker ; 


he violates the commands of the 
_ righteous governour of the world, 
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eth alſo the law: for 


ſin is the tranſgreſſion 
of the law. 


who has a right to oblige us: for 


indeed ſin is nothing elſe, but act- 
ing contrary to the commands of 


5. And this great truth you have 


been taught from your very firſt 
entrance into chriſtianity, that the 
end of Chriſt's coming into the world 
was to deliver us from fin, both in 
its reigning power and in its dread- 
ful conſequences: he having in his 
life given us a perfect example of a 
finleſs obedience ; and allo expiated 
our offences by his blood ; being put 
to death for fin tho he was guilty 
of no fin. | 
6. From whence it evidently ap- 
ears that all they who are true fol- 
Pete of Chriſt, and have a right 
to the chriſtian ſalvation, do forſake 
all manner of fin and iniquity; for 
let a man make what pretences to 
knowledge he pleaſes, if he does not 
abſtain from all unrighteouſneſs, and 
lead a holy and pure life, he knows 
nothing of the great deſign of chriſ- 
tianity, nor can receive any advan- 
tage from it. pong 
7. My dear children, do not ſuffer 
any pretences, how great ſoever, to 
any extraordinary light or knowledge, 
to impoſe upon you; if ye will be 
the diſciples of Chriſt, you muſt 
ſteadily purſue the example he hath 
ſet you of univerſal righteouſneſs and 
obedience : 
8. For he who violates the laws 
of God is under the power x the 


# 


5 And ye know 
that he was manifeſt - 
ed to take away our 
ſins; and in him is 
no ſin, 


6 Whoſoever a- 
bideth in bim, ſin- 
neth not: whoſoever 
ſinneth, hath not ſeen 
bim, neither known 
him. 


7 Little children, 
let no man deceiv 
you: He that doth 
righteouſneſs, is righ- 
teous even as he is 
righteous, 


8 He that com- 
mitteth ſin, is of the 


evil 
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devil; for the devil 
ſinneth from the be- 
ginning. For this pur- 
poſe the Son of God 
was manifeſted, that 
he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil. 


9 Whoſoever is 
born of God, doth 


not commit ſin; for 


his ſeed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot 
fin, becauſe he is 


born of God. 


10 In this the chil- 
dren of God are ma- 
nifeſt, and the chil- 
dren of the devil: 


W hoſoever doth not 


righteouſneſs, is not 


of God, neither be 
that loveth not his 
brother. 


"A 


- 31 For this is the 
meſſage that ye heard 
from the beginning, 


evil one : for the evil one having 
firſt tranſgreſs d the laws of his crea- 
tor, ſet himſelf to oppoſe that king- 
dom of holineſs and righteouſneſs 
which God is ereCting in the world; 
and to this end has placed himſelf 
at the head of the human apoſtaſy: 
and the great end of Jeſus Chriſts 


appearing in the fleſh, was, to break 


this uſurpation of the devil, and to 
reſtore the miſerable and fallen race 
of man, to the favour of God, by 
calling them to obedience and vir- 


tue. 


9. And whoever is by the oſpel 
of Chriſt, (whoſe direct tendency 
is to purify the mind, 


from the power of ſin; he does not 
ſuffer ſinful habits to prevail: for 


that divine principle within, whereby 


he is denominated a child of God, 
prevents him; and whilſt he attends 
to it, he cannot ſuffer himſelf to be 
led away by his ſinful paſſions and 
appetites, but carefully — — 
himſelf to the laws of his heavenly 


Father, into whoſe family he is 


taken. 
10. For this is the great charac- 
teriſtick which diſtinguiſhes a child 


of God from a child of the devil; 


that he who does not ſincerely obe 
the univerſal laws of righteouſneſs 
and holineſs has no title to the glo- 


rious character of being call'd a ſon 


of God : To which let me further 
add, that under the clear revelation 
that Chriſt has made, a fincere love 
of one another is abſolutely neceſſary 
to entitle us to this character. 

11. And indeed. love has ever 
been a mark by which the 3 

0 


) become 2. 
child of God, is thereby reſcued _ 
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God have diſtinguiſn'd themſelves, 


from the children of the evil one: 


12. Cain who, was from the firſt 
a wicked man, ſlew his own brother, 
(Gen. iv. 8.) and that for no provo- 
cation, but becauſe he was a juſt 
and good man: 


13. And the ſame temper of mind 
has been continued all along in the 
world; which appears in the perſe- 
cutions which good men have ſuf- 
fer'd in all ages; the conſideration 
of which ſhould prepare you for 
the like ſufferings, from the preſent 
wickedneſs of mankind, who {till 
continue to act under the influence 
of the evil and malicious one. 

14. This being the fate of things; 
every one may eaſily know under 
what power he is lifted : he who 
cultivates à diſpoſition of univerſal 
love and goodneſs is reſcued from 
the power of the devil, is entitled 


to the character of being a ſon of 


God, and has a right to immortal 
life: Whereas he who indulges a 
wrathful and malicious temper, be- 
longeth to the evil one, and ſhall 
be deſtroyed with him, 

15. And how reaſonable this pro- 
cedure is, appears from hence, rhat 
the natural conſequences of wrath 
and hatred, are murder and deſ- 
truction: and he who indulges a 
temper of mind, which can only fit 
him to be a deftroyer, can't be qua- 
lified to live for ever. | 

16. Having thus plainly ſhown you 


what is the diſtinguiſhing character 
Q 2 
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that we ſhould love 
one another: 


12 Not Cain, 
who was of that wick- 
ed one, and flew his 
brother : And where- 
fore ſlew he him ? 
Beeauſe his own 
works wereevil, and 
his brothers righte- 
OUS, 


13 Marvel not, my 
brethren, if the world 
hate you. 


14 We know that 
we have paſſed from 
death unto life, be- 
cauſe we love the 
brethren : he thatloy- 
eth not his brother, 
abideth in death, 


15 Whoſvever hat- 
eth his brother, is a 


murderer : and ye 


know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life 
abiding in him. 


16 Hereby per- 
ceive we the love of 
between 
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God, becauſe he laid 
down his life for us : 
and we ought to lay 
down abr lives for 
the brethren, 


between a child of God, and a 
child of the devil; let me earneftly 
preſs you to perfect yourſelves in 
this moſt excellent virtue, of loving 
one another; to which end let us 


always have in our minds the ex- 


ceeding great love of God who gave 
his only begotten Son to die for us, 
that he might reſcue us from the 
power of the devil; and in confor- 
mity to Chriſt's example who laid 


down his life for us, we ought al- 


17 But whoſo hath 
this worlds good, and 
ſeeth his brother have 
need, and ſhutteth up 
bis bowels of com- 
paſſion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of 
God in him ? 


18 My little chil- 
dren, let us not love 


in word, neither in 


tongue, but in deed 
and in truth, 


19 And hereby we 
know that we are of 
the truth, and ſhall 
aſſure our hearts be- 
fore him. 


him with a holy boldneſs. 


ways to be ready to lay down our 
lives for the propagation of the 
chriſtian religion, which ſo evident- 
ly tends to thé happineſs of man- 
kind. 0 
17, And if you are thus to give 
up your lives for the love of the 
brethren, how much more ready 
ſhould you be to part with the ſu- 
perfluities of this life to ſupport and 
comfort thoſe, who have need of 
them: for how can you pretend to 


be children of God, or that you love 


him; when you refuſe in any degree 
to imitate him in his love and good- 
neſs, which is the moſt amiable of 
all the divine perfections. 

18. My dear converts, let us ſhew 
ourſelves chriſtians indeed, by follow- 
ing this great example which Chriſt 
hath ſet us, in doing all the good 
which lies in our power to one ano- 
ther; and not ſatisfy ourſelves with 
ſaying we wiſh our brethren well, 
whilſt we give no proof of the fince- 
rity of thoſe wiſhes. * 

19. This will determine us to be 
his diſciples, and will make us in 
the day of judgment to ſtand before 


20. And 
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20. And of this be aſſured, that 
our approving ourſelves to our own 
minds is abſolutel$.neceflary ; for if 
we act contrary fo what we. know 
to be our duty, God wha ſees our 
hypocriſy will 
us 2 * | 

21. But if, on the contrary, we en- 
deavour to know the will 'of God, 
and practiſe accordingly ; God who 
ſees the fincerity of our hearts will 
not only accept and approve us, but 
will — afford us ſuch a ſenſe of his 
approbation as will ſupport us under 
all the difficulties we are expoſed to 
in this life, mo YE, 
22. And incourage us to hope for 
every needful benefit we ask of 
him; and that not only in thoſe 
neceſſary aſſiſtances which he gives 


as, in our paſſage thro* this world, 


and in preſerving us from the malice 
of the devil, and his more open fol- 
lowers ; but allo in delivering us 
by the aid of his Spirit, from thoſe 
impoſtors which are now riſen in the 
Surch itſelf: and theſe great favours 
e grants us, becauſe he ſees the 


Fhncerity of our hearts, with which 
we defire to obey his laws. 


23. And what is the great law 
which he has enjoin'd to us, but 
this; that being convinced of the 
truth of the chriſtian religion we 
ſnould carefully ſtudy its precepts, 
and practiſe them throughout our 
lives? which that man will be found 
to do in the moſt perfect manner, 
who makes the greateſt proficiency 
in this great and new commandment, 
oiven by our Lord himſelf, when 
he was about to die for us, of loving 
one another. 


rtainly condemn 


117 

20 For if our heart 
condemn us, God 
is greater than our 
heart and knoweth 
all things. 


21 Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, 
then have we confi- 
dence towards God. 


22 And whatſo- 
ever we ask, we re- 
ceive of him, becauſe 
we keep his com- 
mandments, and do 
thoſe things that are 


pleaſing in his ſight. 


23 And this is his 
commandment, that 
we ſhould believe on 
the name of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and love 
one another, as he 
gave us command- 
ment. 


24. In 
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24 And he fl 
keepeth his com- 


mandments, dwelleth 
in him, and he in 


him: and hereby we 


know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit 
which he bath given 


Us. 


24. In ſhort, tis alone by obeyin 
che "Tow of 0d that we . — 
the thildren of God, and are entitled 
to all the bleſſings of the chriſtian 
revelation; and ut we have a 
right to all theſe bleffings, we are 
affured by the ſanctification of 
our hearts, by the good Spirit of 


God ; whereby we are led to a 
ſteady obedience to all his laws, 
CEO that of loving one ano- 
ner. | 


S K & K. A 
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He exhorteth them to try «who are true teachers, and who 
not, ver. 1. How they may be diſtinguiſb'd, 2. Sin- 
cere chriſtians are preſerv'd from deluſions, 4. We 
ought to love one another, 7. The amazing inſtance 
of God's love to us in giving his only begotten Son for 
s, ſhould prevail on us to cultivate that amiable if 
poſition, 9. The happineſs of thoſe who do ſo, 12. 
There can be no true love of God, without the love of 
our brother, 20. 5 


1 * MY dearly beloved, whom J have 


not every ſpi- inſtructed in the doctrines of 


rit, but try the ſpirits 
whether they are © 
God; becauſe many 
falſe prophets are 
gone out into the 
world, 


Chriſt, the truth of which has been 
confirm'd to you by the miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, keep ſteady 
to thoſe doctrines, and ſuffer not 
ourſelves to be turn'd from them 

y any pretenders to new and ex- 

traordinary light; but try the pre- 
tences of ſuch perſons, by thoſe 
doArines in which you have been 
ſo throughly inſtructed; which cau- 
tion is neceſſary for me to give you, 
becauſe there are ſeveral wks under 
pretences 


. 
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pretences of great and new diſcove- 
ries go about to ſubvert the chriſtian 
religion 


- of which I not only caution 


ou, but give you this ſure mark 
b which you will always be ena- 
bled to know which are from God 
and which not: 

Every teacher who owns and pro- 
pagates that Jeſus is that Chriſt, 
who was promiſed to our forefathers, 
and in due time appear'd in our na- 
ture, and dwelt in a human body, 
and fo truly became man and died 
for us; that inſtructor is of God, as 
teaching thoſe great truths which 
God has atteſted by innumerable 
miracles z and are indeed the 
foundation of all God's gracious dil- 
penſations to a fallen world. 

3. But every teacher who does 
not acknowledge as the Mefiah of 
God, that Jeſus who condeſcended 
to take upon him our nature, in 
order to accompliſh. our ſalvation, 
in whom all the prophecies of the 
Me ſſiab were fulfil d, is not autho- 
rized of God, but is a deceiver, and 
under the influence of that ſpirit 
of deluſion, who is about. to erect 
a power in oppoſition to Chriſt and 
his religion ; of which you have 
been ſo often caution'd ; which pow- 
er I now tell vol is already begun 
to be ſet up in the world. | 

4. But you, my dear converts, are 
enter'd into another and better ſocie- 
ty, of which God is the head, where- 
by you are become ſuperior to the 
delufions of the evil one; and it is 
impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe if 
we behave as we ought to do, 
fince the power under which we arc 


2 Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God: e- 
very ſpirit that con- 
feſſeth that Jeſus 


Chriſt is come in the 


fleſh, is of God. 


3 And every ſpi- 
rit that confeſſeth not 
that Jeſus Chriſt is 
come in the fleſh, is 
not of God: and this 
is that ſpirit of anti- 
chriſt, whereof you 


have: heard that it 


ſhould come, and e- 


ven now already is it : 


in the world. 


4 Ye are of God, 
little children, and 
have overcome them: 
becauſe greater is he 
that is in you, than 
be that is in the 
world, 


regulated, 


; 0 
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$ They are of the 
world : 
ſpeak they of the 
world, and the world 
heareth them. 


6 Weare of God: 
he thatknoweth God, 
heaceth us; he that 


is not of God, heareth 


not us, Hereby know 
we the Spirit of truth, 
and the ſpirit of er- 
ror. 


therefore 


regulated, (which indeed is no leſs 
than the power of God) is fo much 
ſuperior to that of the evil one. 
J. The views and intereſts of this 
evil power of which I am ſpeaking 
are confin'd to this prefent world 
and all its endeavours tend only to 
the promoting the temporal advan- 
tages and pratifications of its follow- 
ers; and therefore all who place 
their lppineſs in this life eagerly 
liften to it. 2 . 

6. Whereas the doctrines we teach, 
directly tend to break in upon our 
views of this life, and fix our hap- 
pineſs upon the favour of God in 
another ſtate; which is only to be 
attain'd by univerſal holineſs, righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſelf-denial : therefore 
that man who attends to the nature 
of things, and confiders the relation 
he ftands in to the governour of 
the world, obſerving the reaſonable- 
neſs of the doctrines we teach, and 
the evidences we give of their com- 
ing from God, acknowledges our 
doctrine and yields obedifoce to its 
precepts : Whereas thoſe who give 
themſelves up to their luſts and 
paſſions,” looking on our doctrine as 
contrary to their preſent happineſs, 
reject us with contempt. So plain 
is the difference hetween the chriſ- 
tian inſtitution wMch confiſts in righ- 


* 


teouſneſs, holineſs and truth; and 


ng Met LY  otroac y "F'VY 


that diabolical Spirit which ſets itſelf l 
ye in oppoſition to it, and conſiſts f 
of pride, unrighteouſneſs, and cruel- 

„ 
7 Beloved, let us . Dearly beloved, ſeeing we are y 
love one another: Obliged to enter the combat with 11 
for love is of God; ſuch a malicious and wicked power; 0 


2 


and every one that let it excite us to the higheſt degree, 
0 


. e Ld 3 


2 1 


* 


of loving one another: which diſpo- 


fition of love, we who declare our- 


ſelves to be of the houſhold of God 
ought to cultivate to the utmoſt, 
fince love itfelf proceeds from God, 
whoſe children we profeſs ourſelves 
to be; and it is by this diſpoſition 
of love to one another, that you 
prove er pO to be of the family 
of God, and have within your own 
breaſts the comfortable aſſurance 
that he will acknowledge you, at 
the great day, as his dear children : 
8. But as for them who do not 
cultivate this diſpofition of love and 
benevolence, whatever their other 
prerenfions may be, God will not 
acknowledge them of his family ; 
for God is the fountain and ori- 
gin of love : 
9. Which that he is, he has fully 
made appear by this amazing in- 
tance of goodneſs and mercy, v72. 
that when we had broken the laws 


of the righteous governour of the; 


world, that he might fave us 
from eternal death and deſtruction, 
and at the ſame time glorify his 
laws in the ſalvation of the finner, 
he ſent Jeſus Chrift his only begot- 
ten Son into the world, who dwell- 


ing in a human body, and becom- 
ing truly man, gave up his life for 


u 0 

10. This I fay fully proves God to 
be the ſpring and fountain of love: 
for we were ſo far from loving God, 
that we were alienated and eftrang'd 
from him, by fin and iniquity : it 
was therefore this principle of love 
in God, that made bim to ſend his 
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loveth, is born ot 
God, and knoweth 
God. 


> + 


8 He that loveth 
not, knoweth not 
God; for God is love. 


9 In this was ma- 


nifeſted the love of 


God towards us, be- 
cauſe that God ſent 
is only begotten Son 
into the world, that 
we might live through 
him. 


10 Herein is love, 
not that we loved 
God, but that he lov- 
ed us, and ſent his 
Son to be the propiti- 
ation for our ſins. 


5 


only begotten Son, and in his blood 


to etect a mercy-Seat for _ who 


for- 


1 


e 
. —— . — — 


* 
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11 Beloved, if God 
ſo loved us, we ought 
alſo to love one ano- 


- (er. 


12 No man hath 
ſeen God at any time. 
If we love one ano- 
ther, God dwelleth in 
us, and his love is per- 
fected in us. 


13 Hereby know 


we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, 
becauſe he hath given 
us of his Spirit. ® 


14 And we have 
ſeen and do teſtify, 
that the Father ſent 
the Son ſo be the Sa- 
viour of the world, 


15 Whoſoever ſhall 
confeſs that Jeſus is 
the Son of God, God 


— nee ee Seer ney AE yg 
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forſake their ſins, and obey his 
laws. TT 

11. Say now, my dear fellow chrifſ- 
tians, can you hear of this gracious 
diſpenſation of God's love to us, and 
not have your breaſts enflam'd with 
the moſt intenſe love to one ano- 
ther? „CC ͤ 7 

12. Beſides, in what manner 
would you expreſs your love to God, 
(whom you neither have ſeen, nor 
can ſee; and to whom no one 
can be profitable by any action he is 


capable of doing,) but by imitating 


him, in your love to one another; 
by which you will demonſtrate your- 
ſelves to be indeed the children of 
God, and that the revelation he hath 
given us, hath had its due effect 
upon you: * 
13. Which obedience to this moſt 
excellent law of love, proceeding 
from the influences of the good Spi- 
rit of God on your hearts, is a full 
proof that you are the children of 
God, and that he will own you as 


ſuch at the great day. 


14. And it's thro the aſſiſtance of 
th&ſame good Spirit, and from the 
ſame hope, that we apoſtles, chear- 

fully pppoling all the devices of the 
wicked one, do publickly make 
known to the world hay oreat 
truths, which we have both ſeen 
and known ; particularly that God 


the ſupreme over all hath ſent Jeſus 


Chriſt into the world, that he might 
be the Saviour of mankind, and by . 
his death reſtore them unto the fa- 

vour of God; | 
15. At the ſame time afſuring 
you, that whoſoever acknowledges 
this great truth, that Jeſus 1s uy 
on 
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Son of God, the true Meſſiah fore- 
told by the prophets, who took fleſh, 
dwelt among us, and died for us; and 
in conſequence of ſuch a belief yields 
obedience to his laws; God will re- 
ceive him into his family and ac- 
knowledge him for his ſon. 

16. The knowledge of this gra- 
cious diſpenſation of mercy and fa- 
vour, by Jeſus Chriſt, carries in it a 
full conviction of the love of God 
to mankind; and that God is the 
only true fountain and origin of 
love ; from whence it undeniably 


diſpofition of love and goodnels, is 
truly :enter'd into the houſhold of 
God, and ſtands in a filial relation 
to him. | 

17. And it is by imitating this 


follows that he 5 cultivates this 


divine pattern that our love is made 


eng by which we ſhall be ena- 
led to ſtand before the judgment 


ſeat of Chriſt with unſpeakable joy ; 


becauſe we have conform'd ourſelves 
to that glorious example which the 
bleſſed God has ſet before us, in 
the great affair of our redemption, 
and imitated our Lord and Saviour, 
who after a life ſpent in acts of good- 


neſs and bene volence gave up his 


life for us. 

18. Befides, that unſpeakable jay 
which we ſhall then poſſeſs is no 
more than the natural conſequence 
of love; for no one ſlaviſhly fears 
him whom he loves: therefore where 
love is perfected, there can be no 
room for fear; for fear is always ac- 
companied with uneaſineſs, and eve- 
ry one endea vours to avoid what he 
is afraid of; whereas love always 
begets complacency and delight, 


123 


dwelleth in him, and 
he in God. 


16 And we have 
known and believed 
the love that God 
hath to us, God is 
love; and he that 
dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and 
Gad in him. | 


17 Herein is our 
love made perfect, 
that we may have 
boldneſs in the da 
of judgment: . 
as he is, ſo are we 
in this world. 


* 


Kg „ 


18 There is no 
fear in love; but per- 
fect love caſt eth out 
fear: becauſe fear 
hath torment : he 
that feareth, is not 
made perfect in love. 


with 


<> K 
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19 We love him; 
becauſe he firſt loved 
us. | 


20 If a man fay, 
I loye God, and hat- 
eth his brother, he is 
a liar: for he that 
loveth not his bro- 
ther whom he hath 
ſeen, how can he 
love God whom he 
hath not ſeen ? 


21 And this com- 
mandment have we 
from him, that he 
who loveth God, love 
his brother alſo. 


0 


APHRASE en Chap. IV, 
with an earneſt deſire of the ſociety 
of the perſon beloved: and therefore 


if we ourſelves are Erg 8 


love, we ſhall not fill'd with 
terror when Gog ſhall judge the 


world ; | 


19. Becauſe our very love to him 
principle, that he 


flows from this 
firſt loved us. 
20, And if any man pretends that 
he really loves God, and at the ſame 
time hates and injures another, he 
gives the lie to all his pretences: 


nor can we by any other means evi- 


dence our ſincere love to God, but 


by that tender love and regard, 


which we ſhew to our brother: 


21. The truth of which not only 
appears from the reaſon of things; 
but we have alſo the expreſs com- 
mand of God for it, that whoſoever 
pretends to love God, ſhould evi- 
dence it, by his hearty and fincere 
love to his brother. | 
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They who love God, love bis children, and keep his com- 
mandments, ver. 1. How ſincere chriſtians overcome 
the world, 4. The teſtimony of God to the truth of 
our Saviour's mi ſſion, death, and reſurrection, 6. We 
are concern d to believe this teſtimony, and the happy 
| "> of ſuch belief, 10. Of the [in unto death, and 
of praying for one another in all caſes except that, 
16. The different ſtate of God's people, ang of the 
world, 18. Chriſt taught the true doftrine of God, 


8 


20. A caution againſt idolatry, 21. 
1. B UT farther: every one who 1 Hoſoever 
| ſincerely believes that Jeſus is | believerh 
that Chriſt who was promiſed to our that. Jeſus is the 
forefathers, and for our ſakes became 2 9 born of 
5 man and died for us, is by this er N en 


; faith entred into the family of God; 1 


and is properly become a Son of ſo that is begotten of 


God by his conformity to him; him. 
the genuine produce of that holy 
faith : therefore every one who trul 
loveth God, cannot but love thoſe 
who on the account of the ſame 
faith, being taken into the family of 
God, and adopted the children of 
God, are conſequently his brethren; 
and that brethren ſhould love one 
another, has been always acknow- 
ledged an indiſpenſable duty, from 
the beginning of the world: how 
much more then/ſhould we love one 
another, when that character of bre- 
thren which we ſtand in is the moſt 
eminent, as being a much more 
durable relation, than any earthly 
one whatſoever ? 


2. And 


7 
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2 By this we know 
that we love the chil- 
dren of God, when 
we love God and 
keep his command- 
ments. 


3 For this is the 


love of God, that we 
keep his command- 
ments: and his com- 


mandments are not 


grievous. 


5 Foo man would. chu 


4 For whatſoever 
is born of God, over- 
cometh the world : 
and this is the victory 
that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he 
that oyercometh the 


world, but he that 


believeth that Jeſus is 
rhe Son of God ? 


6 This is he that 
came by water and 
blood, even Jeſus 
Chriſt ; nor by water 
only, but by water 
and blood : and it is 
the Spirit that bear- 
eth witneſs, becauſe 
the Spirit is truth. 


Chap. V. 


2. And therefore, every man muſt 
find in himſelf this hearty and 
affectionate love for the children 
of God, who truly loves God, and 
ſincerely obeys his commandments. 


3. And indeed all pretences to 


any extraordinary zeal or love of 
God, but what are manifeſted by a 
faithful adherence to his precepts, 
are falſe and .vain ; which precepts 
are. ſo far from being harſh or 
ſevere, that they are, on the con- 
trary, ſuch as 2 wiſe and 


Er. = ; 


4, & 5. I acknowled that who- 


ever will obey the commandments 


of God, and thereby acquire that 
excellent character of being a child 
of God, muſt renounce his intereſt 
in this preſent world, and muſt be- 
come ſuperior to either the threats 
or allurements of it; which ſuperio- 
rity over this preſent world is not to 
be attained, but by the ſteady be- 
lief, that God by the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt is redonciling to himſelf the 
finful race of mankind. 


6. Now that this Jeſus Chriſt was f 


a real man, and died, we have the 
utmoſt teſtimony; for I myſelf, when 
he expir'd upon the croſs, ſaw. his 
fide pierced with a ſpear, and blood 
and water guſh out at the wound; 
which are two determining proots, 
that he really died: and what were 
all thoſe miracles, which were 
wrought by the Spirit, which is no 


Jeſs than the Spirit of truth itſelf, 


but ſo many atteſtations that Jeſus 
Chriſt roſe from the dead 2 which 


he could not have done, had he not 


firſt died, f LE 
| 7, & 8, We 


e to be un- - 
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, & 8. We have therefore here 7 For there are 
moſt compleat evidence that Jeſus three that bear re- 


Chriſt di truly become man, and cord [in heaven, the 


die; and that by no leſs than three Father, the Word, 
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beforenamed Spirit, water, and one. 
blood; which all unite in One and 8 And there are 
the ſame evidence, namely, that three that bear wic- 
Chriſt . was truly man and died for neſs in earth, ] the 
us *. | . Spirit, and the wa- Wa 
N ter, and tne blood: 117 
and theſe three a- 1 
gree in one. 10 


9. Now ( fi ; 
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been writ on both ſides concerning the genuineneſs of this diſ- 
puted paſſage, which in the text I have included in crotchets, 
(as many of our old Ezgliſh Bibles have it in a different character) | 
will not, I believe, wonder that I have taken no notice of it in 1 
fn ; 

1 


| N 
* Whoever has read with impartiality the whole of what has 1 
| 


the paraphraſe. © | 
I am very ſenſible of the difficulty of the 6th, 7th & 8th verſes, 
and therefore offer the following ſenſe to the reader, and leave him 
to his own judgment. | 
Ver. 4. And by obeying theſe precepts we gain the moſt glorious 
victory over the preſent world, both in itsallurements and in its ter- 
| rors; and this victory we obtain by that faith in a world to come 
| Which our Lon eſus Chriſt has revealed to us. 
| Vier. 5, Nor is there any way whereby we can gain a complete 


5 conqueſt over this evil world, but a firm and operative faith in Je- {if [i 
7 ſus, as the Son of God, and the deliverer who was to come; ſince 1 
1 tis he alone who has by his goſpel ſet life and immortality in a 1 
$ clear and diſtinct light. | | 1 
1 Ver. 6, 7 & 8. Now this moſt excellent perſon, who is no leſs 1 | 
: than the Son of God, the Meſſiah promiſed to our fo efathers, has : _ 
4 demonſtrated his diyine authority by his behaviour under thoſe innu- N 
5 merable afflictions which he paſt thro' in publiſhing his doctrines, | i } 
; and in giving up his life in atteſtation of them : Not only, I ſay, 14 
25 in induring afflictions, but alſo in giving himſelſ up to an ignomi- 1 
0 nious and cruel death: thro' the whole of which and the ſucceed- ; i 1 
f, ing period, the Holy Spirit, which is no leſs than the Spirit Ii 
us of truth itſelf, gave infallible evidence of his divine miſſion. So an! 

; that we here ſee three undeniable witneſſes, (to wit) the Spirit 1 
ot of truth itſelf atteſting by innumerable miracles perforni'd both | 


during 


- 


128 AP ARAP HRASE on Chap. V. | 
9 If we receive 9. Now if the fulleſt of juticN | 


ih the witneſs of men, which any human court of judica 
Fi S- the witneſs of God is 


greater; for this is 
the witneſs of God, 
which he hath teſti- 
fied of his Son. 


10 He that be- 


lieveth on the Son 
of God, hath the wit- 
neſs in himſelf : he 


that believeth not 


God, hath made him 
a liar, becauſe he be- 
lieveth not the re- 
cord that God gave 
of his Son. 


11 And this is the 
record, that God hath 
given to us eternal 
life: and this life is 
in his Son. 


receives nat this convinci 


ture requires in matters of the great- 
eſt importance, is the agreement of 
three. witnefles, who are fallible 
men, and liable to be miſtaken ; 
how much more ſhould we receive 
this evidence, equal in its number 
of teſtimonies, but much more cer- 
tain and infallible ; particularly that 
divine evidence given by the Spirit 
of truth, which ought to be conſi- 
der'd as an atteſtation from God 
himſelf. 

10. Nay further, he who with a 
fincere mind believes in Jeſus Chriſt, 
has the truth of his being the Son 
of God manifeſted to himſelf, by 
the purification of his nature by the 
Spirit of God : whereas he who 
evidence 

iven by God himſelf, that Jeſus 

hriſt is the true Meſſiab, charges 
God with unfaithfulneſs, as hav- 
ing ſent_ his Spirit to teſtify a fal- 

. 
5 Which teſtimony is of no leſs 
importance, than that God has re- 
ſtor d the loſt and undone race of 
mankind to a ſtate of favour and 
immortality : which ſtate of favour 
and immortality is not to be ob- 
tain d, but thro? Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
God has hereby demonſtrated to be 


— 
8 


during his miniſtry, in his reſurrection, and in the wonders and 
ſigns done by his apoſtles in confirmation of his rines; 
his patient behaviour, while he paſs'd thro* a flood of affſictions, 
during the publiſhing his doctrines; and laſtly, his ſubmi ting to 
the moſt painful death of the croſs : all which unitedly witnels to 
this great truth, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the promiſed deliverer which 


was to come. 


N. B. Vater is often uſed in the old teſtament for affliction. 
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12. Therefore that man who 
believes in Jeſus Chriſt as the 
Sent of God, and obeys his laws, 
is by the mercy of God entitled 
to eternal life: but the man who 


having it duly revealed to him re- 


jets it, | loles all his right to 


this gracious and merciful diſpenſa- 
tion. 85 


13. Theſe things I write unto 


you, who have with fincerity em- 
raced the chriſtian religion; that 
confidering the glorious immorta- 
lity to which the goſpel entitles all 
thoſe who faithfully adhere to it, 
you may exert your utmoſt dili- 
gence; to preſerve yourſelves from 


being deluded by theſe deceivers ; 


who would pervert you from your 
faith in Chriſt: Jeſus : whom there- 
fore you cannot be too careful to 
guard againſt; by preſerving the 
faith in which you have been ſo 


well inſtructed, pure and uncorrupt- 


in this preſent ſtate; and that if 


* 


ed n e e e 

14, & 1. Which faith in Chriff 
is of the greateſt advantage to us, 
ſince being reconciled to God by 
the blood of his Son, we have 
the comfortable aflurance that we 
ſhall not be left deſtitute, even 


with humility and faith, we ask 
What is neceſſary for us, he will 
hear thoſe petitions put up to him 
in the name of his beloved Son, 


and for his ſake graciouſly grant | 


the things we requeſt of him. 


_ 16. Particularly, I have in kom- 
miſſion to inforni you, for your en- 


2 


* 


Fd 


12 He that hath 
the Son, hath lite; 
and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath 
not life, 


1; Theſe things 
have I written unto 
you that believe on 
the name of the Son 
of God ; that ye may 
know that ye have 


eternal life, and that 


ye may believe on 
the name of the Son 


14 And this is the - 


confidence that we 
have in bim, that if 
we ask any thing ac- 
cording to his will, 


he heareth us. 


15 And if we know 
that he hear us, what- 
ſoever we ask, we 
know that we have 
the petitions that we 
deſired of him. 


16 If any man ſee 
His brother ſin a ſin 
r 
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which is not unto couragement to a Ready adherence 
death, he ſhall ask, to the chriſtian religion; that if 
and he ſhall give him any man, after he has by bap- 
3 for 3 cg tiſm obliged himſelf to the radtif. 
There 2a fr unte of its precepts, ſhall by break- 
death : I do not ſay ing them bring * 2 
h udgment upon himſelf, in that 
„ f e 
to God for him, and the humble 
prayer of the faithful ſhall remove 
that temporal judgment, and God 
will» forgive him; except the of- 
fence is of ſuch a nature as renders 
him utterly unfit for any further 
communion with the church of 

Chriſt; as that man is, who being 
| once convinced of the truth of 
. 5 chriſtianity, ſhall afterwards dare 

to impute the great atteſtations 
| God has given by his Spirit to the 

truth of it, to the evil one, * In 
| ſuch caſes I have no orders to direct 
you to pray for them : 

17 All unrighte- 17. But in all other inſtances 
ouſneſs is ſin: and of diſobedience (tho all diſobe- 
there is a ſin not un- dience is criminal and calls for 
to death. God's juſt judgments both here and 

hereafter,) ſuch is the exceeding 


Wt, 


mercy and goodneſs of God that 
he will graciouſly hear you and ac- 


: cept the penitent. 
18 Weknow that 18. But as to that greater fin 
- whoſoever is born of Which you have no commiſſion 
God finneth not, but to pray for, that is of fuch a hei- 
he that is begot- nous nature, that no truly fincere 
ten of God, keepeth chriſtian can be guilty of it; and 


———_— I. _— 


_— 4 - * b 
* 


* This 1 take to be the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which 
1 think could not be fully committed, till the laſt and higheſt 
evidence was given to chriſtianity, in the various gifts of the 
Spirit after our Lord's aſcenſion. | | 
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God who knows the fincerity of himſeif, and that 


the heart will by his Spirit pre- 
ſerve all who love him from any 
ſuch temptations, as might give 
the devil too great a power over 
them: 

19. Which knowledge of the 
goodneſs of God to thoſe who fin- 
cerely fear him, gives us an un- 
ſpeakable comfort, while we are 
conſcious to ourſelves that we fin- 
cerely love God, and ſo ſhall be 
kept from this, and all other great 
fins. But you are not to wonder 
that a wicked world is ſubjected 
to, and inſlaved by the evil one, 
who give themſelves up to the 
contell of their 3 paſli- 
ons and appetites, and fo readi- 
ly perform all that his rage or ma- 
lice can prompt them to. | 
20. But for us who with ſin- 
cere minds have embraced the chriſ- 
tian religion, we know aſſuredly 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten 
Fon of God promiſed to the Fathers, 
is come in the fleſh; and has in 
a clear and diftint manner made 
known unto us the will and pleaſure 
of the one only true God and his 
Father: and by obeying his will, 
reveal'd to us by his only begotten 
Son, we truly become the Sons 
of God, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt. FF 

This God, whom Jeſus*Chrift has 
taught us to know, is the only 
true God; and it is he alone, who 
beſtows eternal life upon the fal- 
9 * of mankind, thrp' Jeſug 
art, 


8 3 


wicked one toucheth 
him nd. 


19 And we know 
that we are of God 
and the whole world 
lieth in wickedneſs, 


20 And we know 
that the Son of God 
is come, and hath 
given us an under- 
ſtanding, that we 
may know him that 
is true: and we are 
in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. This is the 
true God, and eter- 
nal life. | 


2 1 There- 
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21 Little children, 


21. Therefore, my dear converts 


da e to chriſtianity, above all thi 


n 8, 
keep yourſelves from the wor? 
of idols; thoſe falſe and fictitious 
Gods, ſer up in oppoſition to the 
only true God; which ſhall in a lit- 
tle time periſh and come to no- 
thing; as ſhall all they who put 
their truſt i in them. 


„ 44330 


A e 
e 


Ds i 
ON THE 


Second Epiſtle of St. John. 
FFC 


The ſalutation, ver. 1. The apoſtle's joy for chriſtians 
walking according to the goſpel, 4; Chriſtians ſhould 
love one another, 5. A caution againſt ſeducers, 7. 
How to behave towards them, 10. The concluſc- 
9, 12. | TN | 


. JOHN, the antient apoſtle 1 
Hof Jeſus Chrift, to a lady * unto the e- 

choſen in Chriſt Jeſus to holineſs 2 and her chil- 
and purity; and to her children; 15 e 1 om 
whom I truly love; and nor only 1, T on pur a * 
but all others, who have ſincerely ee 


bad b eee, 3 they that have known 
imbraced the chriſtian religſon. the truth; 


1 F a 


* 


* Some have thought that by the Elec Lady is meant a chriſtian 
church, and ſuppoſe it to be ſome Fewiſh church, moſt probably 


that of Jeruſalem, the mother of all charches ; and the elect ſiſter 


- In the laſt verſe to be ſome other church: but this being at beft 
but a conjecture, 1 have preſerv'd' the word Lady in the para- 

phraſe, and leave the reader to judge as ſhall ſeem to him the 
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2 For the truth's 
ſake which dwelleth 
in us, and ſhall be 
with us for ever: 


Pt 


3 Grace be with 


you, mercy, and 


peace from God the 


Father, and from the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift the 
Son of the Father, in 
truth and love. 


4 1 rejoiced great- 


ly that I found of 
y children walking 
in truth, as we have 
received acommand- 
ment from the Fa- 
ther. 


5 And now I be- 
ſeech thee, lady, not 
as though I wrote a 
new commandment 
unto thee, but that 
which we had from 
the beginning, that 
we love one another, 


the moſt careful 


A PARAPHRASE on 


2. Which hearty and fincere love 
we bear to hay for yqur ſteady ad- 
herence to the ure Frecepts of the 
goſpel, by which both you and we 
are at all times influenc'd, and which 
I doubt not we ſhall continue to o- 


_bey for ever: 


3. In which firm belief, with the 
moſt fincere affection and love, I 
implore, that the abundant favour 
mercy and peace which the one 
ſupreme God, and his true and only 


begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 


| haye manifeſted unto us, may per- 


petually reſt upon, and remain with 

4- It was an unſpeakable pleafure 
to me, that in my travels for the 
ſpreading of the faith I met with 
ſme of your children whoſe lives 
were agreeable to the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and whe obeyed its moſt 
— laws, with the ſame ſimplicity 
with which it was delivered to us 
by our Lord from the one ſupreme 
God and Father of all. | 

5. And now being fully perſwad- 
ed of your faithful adhering to the 
truth, what I am chiefly . 
about, and in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner would recommend tp you, is, 
ratice of that 
great precept of chriſtianity, which 
our Lord himſelf more immediately 


diſtinguiſhed by naming it his new 
commandment, (to wit) the loving 


ane another. Not that you are to 
look on it as a new commandment 
to you, it being that great law which 


| you have been inſtructed in, from 


| tianity, 


your very firſt entrance into chriſ- 
6. And 


—— 
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6. And indeed if you truly obey 


the laws of Chriſt, you muſt love 


one another; and you can't but re- 
member that this precept was preſs'd 


upon you as abſolutely neceſſary 
| . you firſt became chriſtians. 


7. But the reaſon of my remind- 


ing you of it at this time in ſo zea- 
lous a manner, is, that by your 
cloſe adhering one to the other, 
you may the better avoid thoſe ſe- 
ducers who now appear among you, 
and in great numbers endeavour to 
ſubvert the pure faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and who are arriv'd to ſuch a degree 
of impiety, as to deny the very 
foundation of the chriſtian religion, 
(to wit) that the Word of God, the 
firſt begotten of the Father, by 
whom he made the worlds, did 
take to himſelf a human body 
and dwell among us: And I take 
this opportunity to aſſure you that 


whoever denys this, is a deceiver, 


and a forerunner of that antichriſ- 
tian ”=—_ which is to ariſe in the 
world. 

8. Being thus timely forewarn'd, 
let me intreat you to be very care- 
ful that you be not perverted and 
turn'd afide from the 2 and ſim- 
ple doctrines of the goſpel, in which 
we have ſo diligently inſtructed you; 
but that conſtantly oppoſing theſe 
ſeducers you may attain a moſt ex- 
2 tation in the Meſſiab's king- 

m *, 


6 And this is love, 


that we walk after 
his commandments. 


This is the com- 
mandment, that as 
ye _ heard from 
t eginni e 
ſhould walk Tk , 


7 For many de- 
ceivers are entred ii 
to the world, who 


| confeſs not that Jeſus 


Chriſt is come in the 
fleſh. This is a de- 
ceiver and an anti- 
chriſt. 


8 Look to your- 
ſelves, that we loſe 
not thoſe things 
which we have 
wrought, but that 
we receive a full re- 
ward. 


66 . 


* Some antient verſions and Fathers read all an vere in the 


ſecond perſon, viz. ye loſe e have wrought —— and ye re- 


9. But 


go 
9 Whoſoever tranſ- 
greſſeth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of 
Chriſt, hath not God: 
he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Chriſt, he 
hath both the Father 
and the Son. 


4 
by 


10 If there come 
any unto you, and 
bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not 
into your houſe, nei- 
ther bid him God 
ſpeed. 


11 For he that bidd- 
eth him God ſpeed, 


is partaker of his e- 
vil deeds. i 


12 Having many 
thipgs to write, unto 
you, I would not 
- write, with paper and 


ink z but I. cruſt to 


come unto you, and 
| ſpeak face to — 


that our joy may be 


full. 
13 The children 
of thy ele ſiſter 


greet thee. Amen. 


to you as a teact 


2 


Fl OR 5 25 . 7 2 : 1457 AR 
A PARAPHRASE, &c. 


9. But if you ſuffer yourſelves to 


-be ſeduced by. theſe men from the 


doctrines of Chriſt you tranſgteſs 


his laws, and thereby renounce that 


diſpenſation of mercy, which God 
has given us by his Son; whereas 
if you continue ſtedfaſt in the pro- 
feſſion of his doctrines with a ſuita- 
ble practiſe, you become intitled to 
all the advantages of the chriſtian 
ſalvation, and ſtand related to, and 
are enter'd into the ſociety of the 
one God the Father of all, and his 
only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

10. Having thus carefully guard- 
ed you againſt theſe ſeducers, T ſhall 
only add, if any perſon ſhall come 
teacher of chriſtiani- 
ty, and yet ſhall deny that Chriſt 
became a real man by dwelling in 
a human body, don't fo much 28 
receive him into your houſe: as an 


inſtructor, nor when he goes away 
wiſh him ſucceſs in his miniſtry : 


IT. For whoever wiſheth him 


ſucceſs in his miniſtry, does there: 
by incourage him in his error, and 


partakes with him in propagating 
the impoſture. | 32 
12. I have many other things to 
mention to you, but forbear writing 
them, becauſe I hope it will not 


be long before I ſhall be able to 


make you a viſit, when converſing 


. together we'ſhall be of the greateſt 
advantage and comfort to one ano- 


Ther. 5 
13. The children of thy elect 
ſiſter, choſen for her faithful adhe- 


rence to the laws and doctrines of 


Chriſt, wiſh thee all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings; in which I alſo join. 
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The apoſtle's affection to Gaius, and wiſhes for his proſ 
perity, ver. 1. He rejoices, and commends him for 
his piety and hoſpitality, 3. We ought to relieve and 
aſſiſt pious and ſincere miniſters of the Goſpel, 7. The 
ambition and uncharitableneſs of Diotrephes cenſur's, 
9. Evil examples are to be avoided, and good to be 


 follow'd, 11. He witneſſeth to the good behaviour of 


Demetrius, 12. The concluſ70n, 13. 


1. 1 JOHN the antient apoſtle, 1 T H E elder un- 

to Gaius, beloved by all faithful to the wel- 
chriſtians ; and whom I fincerely — ky venere 
love, with the utmoſt affeRion. 1 3 
2. My dear Gaius, my conſtant ye all things that 
prayer to God is, that in all things 


thou mayſt proſper 
you may proſper, and particularly = be 54 La 


that your body's health may be pre- ven as thy ſoul prof: 
ſerv'd for the good of the church, to 

an equal degree with. that good 
temper of mind which you ſo care: 
fully cultivate and improve: "Wn" 
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z; For I rejoyced 
greatly when the bre- 
thren came and teſti- 
fied of the truth that 
is in thee, even as 
thou walkeſt in the 
truth. 

4 I haveno great- 
er joy than to hear 
that my children waik 
in truth. 


s Beloved, thou 
doſt faithfully what- 


ſoever thou doſt to 


the brethren, and to 
ſtrangers ; 


6 Which have 
born witneſs of thy 
charity before tbe 
church : whom if 
thou bring ſorward 
on their journey af. 
ter a godly ſort, thou 
ſhalt do well: 


7 Becauſe that for 


his name's ſake they 
went forth, taking 


nothing of the Gen- 


tiles, 


8 We therefore 
ought to receive ſuch 


that we might be fel- 


low-helpers to the 
truth, 


9 I wrote unto the 
church 7 but Diotre- 


3. For it was an exceeding great 
pleaſure to me, to hear from ſome 
chriſtian brethren of your church, of 
your cloſe adherence to the true 
doctrines of Chriſt, join'd with a 
univerſal obedience to all his laws. 

4. There is nothing can give me 
a greater ſatisfaction than the hear- 
ing that all thoſe whom I have con- 
verted to the chriſtian religion, yield 
a fincere and diligent obedience to 


its commands, 


5. And you, my beloved Gains, 
in particular do approve yourſelf 
a true and faithful aiſciple of Chriſt, 
by that goodneſs' and benevolence 
which you practiſe not only to the 
brethren of your own church, but al- 
ſa to ſuch cbriſtian ſtrangers whoſe tra. 
vels for the propagation of the goſ- 
pel have led them your way ; 

6. Several of whom have teſtified 
before us, of the great relief they 
have receiv'd from you : whom if 
you continue to aſſiſt as miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, you will be highly ap- 


proved. 


7. And what makes this relief ſo 
much the more neceſſary, is, that 
theſe perſons out of a true zeal for 
Chriſt and luve to mankind, have 
refus'd to reetive any aſſiſtance from 
their gentile converts. 

8. It is therefore our greateſt du- 
ty to aid and ſupport ſuch faithful 
5 of our Lord and maſter; 
by which we alſo ſhall become fel- 
low labourers in ſo glorious a work; 
and conſequently partake with them 
in the reward. | 

9. I wrote unto your church upon 
ſome important affairs, —— 

| the 


& 
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the aſſiſting of ſuch as ſpent their 
time in propagaring the goſpel, but 
Diotrephes, who is a man of pride 
and ambition, has prevented thoſe 
letrers from having their - proper ef- 
fect. | 

10. I ſhall therefore when I make 
a Vifitation' to your church, (which 
I defign to do in a. little time) I 
ſhall, .I ſay, make uſe of my apoſto- 
ical Power, and call him to a ſtrict 
account for his wicked and unrigh- 
teous ſpeeches againſt, me; and 
which indeed were againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe apoſtle I am; and by 
whoſe authority I act. But he has 
not only treated me ill, but has alſo 
refus'd to entertain ſuch of his chriſ- 
tian brethren who have expos'd 
their lives for our common faith 
and not only ſo, but has unjuſtly ex- 
communicated and caſt out of the 


church, ſuch kind and benevolent 


perſons who, contrary to his arbitra- 
ry injunctions, aſſiſted and relieved 


them: for all which groſs and ſcan- 


member his dee 


phes, who loveth to 
nence among them. 
receiveth us not. © 


10 Wherefore if 
I come, 1 will 7. 
which he doeth, prat- 
ing againſt us with 


malicious words; and 


not content there- 
with, neither doth he 
himſelf receive the 
brethren, and forbid- 
deth them that would, 


and caſteth them out 


of the church. 


dalous enormities let him expect a 


juſt and righteous cenſure. 
11. But, my beloved Gaius, do 


not you follow ſuch a wicked ex- 


am ple, but follow the example of 
kind and good men, which indeed 
is no leſs than the example of God 
himſelf, who is the kindeſt and beſt 
of beings: whereas the man who is 
roud and obdurate, how great or 
welling ſoe ver his pretences may be, 
neither knows God, nor has any 
intereſt in him, but is truly a diſci- 
ple and follower of the evil one. 

12. As for Demetrius; his be- 
haviour is ſuch as gains him the 
applauſe of all who = him; 
| 2 


11 Beloved, fol- 
low not that which 
is evil, but that which 
is good. He that 
doth good, is of God: 
but he that doth evil, 
hath not ſeen God. 


12 Demetrius hath 
good report of al 
men, and of the truth 


and 
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itſelf: yea, and we 
alſo bear record, and 
ye know that our re- 
cord is true. 


13 I had many 
things to write, but 
I will not with ink 
and pen write unto 
thee 2 

14 But I truſt I 
ſhall ſhortly ſee thee, 


and we ſhall ſpeak 


face to face, Peace 
be to thee, Our 
friends ſalute thee. 
Greet the friends by 
name. 
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and in a particular erer he is 
elteem'd by all truly 'fincere and pi- 
ous chriſtians: I alſo recommend 


him to you on my own knowledge; 


which you know is to be depende 
on. 

13. I have a great many other 
things to mention to you, but don't 
think it ſo proper to write them : 


14. But hope in a little time to 
make a viſitation to your church, 
when we ſhall talk freely together; 
in the mean time, I wiſh you all 
manner of happineſs. The brethren 


who are with me defire affectionate- 


ly to be remember'd to you; and 
I alſo defire with the ſame affection 
to be remember'd by name, to eve- 


ry friend that is with you. 


2 
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The ſalutation, ver. 1. The end of his writing 4 70 preſs 
them to conſtancy in the profeſſron and practice of the 


goſpel, 3. The attempts of wicked ſeducers to pervers 
them made it neceſſary for him ſo to do, 4. He ſhews 
the danger of apoſtaſy, and the miſerable condemnation 
of thoſe ſeducers, from the ſearful examples of the unbe- 
lieving Iſraelites, 5. Of the fallen angels, 6. And 


of Sodom and Gomorrah, 7. The character of thoſe . 
vile deceivers, 8. Their dreadful condition, with a 
farther account of their character, 11. Enoch's pro- 


phecy of the laſt judgment, 14. Other marks of the 


foremention'd ſeducers, 16. The chriſtians ſhould re- 
member that they were foretold by the apoſtles, 17. 
How chriſtians Jhould keeh themſelves in the love of 
God, 20. How they ſhould behave towards thoſe who 


had been perverted, 22. He concludes with a doxo- 


ogy, 24. 


14 JUDAS, the brother of James, 1 JUDE the ſer- 


ſet apart to the ſervice of Jeſus vant of Jeſus 


Chriſt, take this opportunity of Clviſt, and brother 
writing to you, my brethren, who Craik 
have been call'd by God to a life of a e ae IP 
holineſs and purity, by the preach- 


of James, to them 
God tae Father, and 
ing 
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preſerved in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and called: 


2 Mercy unto you, 


85 and peace, and love 


be multiplied. 


3 Beloved, when 
I gave all diligence 
to write unto you of 
the common ſalva- 
tion, it was needful 
for me to write unto 
you, and exhort you, 
that ye ſhould ear- 


neſtly contend for 


the faith which was 
once delivered unto 
the ſaints, 


ing of the goſpel thro? the aid and 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; and 
have in theſe ſad days of corruption 
and apoſtaſy preſerved yourſelves 
pou and blameleſs, faithfully ad- 

ering to the Doctrines, and dili- 
gently obeying the laws of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, | 

2. I pray God you may be more 


and more qualified by a pure faith 


and a holy obedience, for the pol: 
ſeſſing in the moſt eminent degree, 
thoſe unſpeakable favours which he 


beſtows upon us thfo? . Jeſus Chriſt ; 


which are no leſs than the mereiful 
forgiveneſs of all our offences; the 
granting us that true peace of mind 
which flows from the aſſured hope 
of being approved by him, and the 
intereſting us in that divine love, 
whereby we are taken out of this 
preſent evil world, and adopted the 
children of God'; being ſet apart to 


be made poſſeſſors of an eternal in- 


heritance, in the kingdom of his 
dear Som, | 
3. My dearly beloved brethren, 


as I have with the greateſt dili- - 


gence wrote to you, that I might 
loſe no opportunity of eſtabliſhing 
you in the goſpel ; that obeying its 
pure and holy laws, you might be 
entitled to eternal life and 1 
So I think it no leſs neceſſary by 
this epiſtle, in this ſad time of de- 
fection and a poſtaſy from our moſt 
holy religion, earneſtly to exhort 
you, in the moſt open manner to 
avow and defend the true doctrines 
of chriſtianity in which you have 
been inſtructed by us; vigorouſly 
oppoling thoſe impious ſeducers who 


endea- 
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endeavour to corrupt the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel. 

4 Which conduct is ab ſolutely ne- 
ceſſary at this time, when thoſe 
antient prophecies begin to be ful- 
fll'd, which ſpeak of wicked ſedu- 
cers, who ſhould ariſe in the church 
of God, perverting weak and unat- 
tentive perſons from their fidelity; 
ſor which theſe deceivers ſhall, ac- 
cording to thoſe predictions, receive 
the moſt ſevere and exemplary pun- 
iſhment: which perſons are now 
riſen in the church; men of wicked 
and depraved diſpofitians ; who per- 


yert God's diſpenſation of grace 


and mercy to mankind, the natural 
tendency of which diſpenſation, is 
to bring us to a true repentance for 
our faults, and a ſincere amend- 
ment of our lives: Whereas they 
on the contrary, impiouſly pervert it 
to all manner of lewdneſs and im- 
purity 3 whereby they renounce the 
one ſupreme God, who is of purer 
eyes than to. behold iniquity ; and 
throw off their allegiance to Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom God hath appointed 
Lord of all; and by whom he 
hath call'd us to holineſs and pu- 
rity. 

5. And that you may be the 
more effectually itir'd up to oppoſe 
theſe moſt pernicious perſons, ſuf- 
fer me to remind you of thoſe in- 
ſtances of God's righteous judgments 
on ſuch who have diſobeyed him, 
which ſtand recorded in your ſacred 
books, in which from your childhood 
you have been inſtructed: particu- 
larly, let me remind you of your fore- 
fathers; who, not attending to their 
miraculous deliverance from their 
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4 For there are 
certain men crept in 
unawares, who were 
before of old ordain- 
ed to this condem- 
nation, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of 
our God into laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, and denying 
the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


5 I will therefore 
ou you in remem- 


rance, though ye 


once knew this, how 
that the Lord having 
ſaved the people out 
of the Jand of Egypr, 
afterward deſtroy ed 


them that believed 


not. 
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6 And the angels 
which kept not their 
firſt eſtate, but left 
their own habitation, 
he bath reſerved in 
_ everlaſting chains un- 
der darkneſs, unto 
the judgment of the 
-great day, 


7 Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrha, and 
the cities about them, 
in like manner giv- 
ing themſelves over 
to fornication, and 
going after ſtrange 
| fleſh, are ſet forth 
for an example, ſuf. 
fering the vengeance 
of eternal fire, 
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Egyptian bondage, nor to all thoſe 
numerous proofs, which God after- 
wards gave them of his proteQion 
and preſence, disbelieved his pro- 
miſe which he had made them, to 


_ eſtabliſh them in the land of Cana- 


an, and diſobeying his command 
refus'd to go 5 againſt it, in order 
to take poſſeſſion of it; for which 
diſobedience, they were forever de- 
nied an entrance into it; and all of 
them died in the wilderneſs. In 


like manner all who have once known 
and embraced the chriſtian revela - 


tion, and ſhall afterwards dare to 
deſpiſe and rejeR it, ſhall die in 
their fins and periſh for ever. 

6. To which inſtance I may alſo 
add that of the fallen angels, who 
being poſleſs'd of a great degree of 
glory and eminence; yet acting con- 
trary to the laws they were under, 
were deprived of their dignity ; and 
being ſhut up in a dark and diſmal 


per are there confin'd in fear- 


ul expectation of that terrible pun- 
iſhment which they ſhall be ſen- 
tenced to in the day of judgment, 
when they ſhall be condemn'd to 
unquenchable fire. | 

7. A like tercible inſtance of pun- 
iſhment by fire, you have in Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the neighbour- 
ing cities; who giving themſelves 
up to every ſenſual and criminal de- 
fire, and being drown'd in even 
unnatural luſts, God made them 
an aſtoniſhing Example of his righ- 
teous diſpleaſure, by pouring upon 
them a tempeſt o dam brim- 
ſtone, which utterly conſum'd them; 


the dreadful effects of which judg- 
8. Not- 


ment remain to this day. 


e 


8. Notwithſtanding this ſenſible 
inſtance of the divine diſpleaſure, 
theſe fooliſh and vain pretenders 
to ſupernatural diſcoveries, are guil- 
ty of all manner of impurities ; are 
diſobedient to the governments they 
are under, and blaſphemers of ſu- 
perior orders of beings, of whom 
they are ignorant, 


9. Which procedure is very diffe- | 
rent from that amiable example, ſo 


worthy our imitation, of that ſub- 
lime and excellent Spirit, Michael 
the archavgel; who in the diſpute 
he had with the evil one about the 
body of Moſes, notwithſtanding the 
provocations he met with from that 
malicious and ſpiteful adverſary, 
preſerved an equal and compoſed 
temper of mind, and left it to God 
to determine between them. 

10. Whereas theſe bold and im- 
pious perſons raſhly cenſure and 
ſpeak evil of beings, who are not 
only ſuperior to them, but quite re- 


mote from their knowledge; which 


were they nor, they are fo far from 
being qualify'd for making a judg- 
ment of them, that they know not 
how to make a right ule of their 
own natural appetites, which were 
beſtow'd upon us by God, for wiſe 
and good ends, who has endow'd 
us with reaſon and underſtanding, 
whereby we might guide and govern 
them; whereas-they on the contra- 
ry, more depraved than the brute 
beafts, are ſwallow'd up in ſenſual 
and vile luſts, defiling themſelves 
with all manner of impurities. 

Ir. What a dreadful and miſera- 
ble ſtate have theſe ungodly perſons 
plunged themſelves into! and how 


4.5 
8 Likewiſe alfo 


theſe filthy dreamers 


defile the fleſh, deſ- 
piſe dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of digni- 
ties. 


9 Yet Michael the 
archangel, when con- 
tending with the de- 
vil, be diſputed about 
the body of Moſes, 
durſt not bring a- 
gainſt him a railing 
accuſation, but ſaid, 
The Lord rebuke 
thee. 


ro But theſe ſpeak 
evil of thoſe things 


wbich they know 


not: but what they 
know naturally, as 


brute beaſts, in thoſe. 
things they corrupt, 


themſelves. 


11 Vo unto them; 
for they have gone 
in the way of Cain, 


ſevere 
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and ran greedily af- 
ter the error of Ba- 
laam for reward, and 
periſhed in the gain- 


ſaying of Core, 


12 Theſe are ſpots 
in your feaſts of cha- 
rity, when they feaſt 
with you, feeding 
themſelves without 
fear: clouds they are 
without water, car- 
ried about of winds; 
trees whoſe fruit wi- 
thereth, without fruit, 
twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots; 


ſevere will be their puniſhment ! who 
to accompliſh their wicked purpoſes 
have, like Cain, ſeduced and de- 
ſtroy'd their brethren; and from 
covetous and greedy defires after 
the periſhing riches of this world, 
have follow'd the example of Ba- 
laam ; impoſing on the unwary, 
turning thern from the truth, and 
enſnaring them into the practiſe 
of baſe and abominable luſts; which 
they have performed by imitating 
Corah in their falſe pretences to 
knowledge, and ſupernatural light; 
and therefore ſhall periſh in their 
impiety. 

12. Diligently therefore beware 


of theſe dangerous deluders, who 


may fitly be compar'd to rocks un- 
der the water, which are deſtructive 
to the ignorant and careleſs mari- 
ner ; fot theſe when they are with 
you in your very feaſts of charity 
which are defign'd for the promot- 
ing of brotherly love and unity, are 
guilty of all manner of exceſs and 
riot ; at the ſame time, exciting you 


to the like intemperance ; and there- 


by make a prey of you, intirely ſub- 
verting the kind end of your aſſem- 
bling together. Whar ſhall I com- 
pare theſe boaſters to? They are 
like clouds without water, who de- 
ceive with vain hopes which end 


only in diſappointment ; carry'd a- 
bout of winds, as being only under 


the government of their paſſions and 
appetites : trees whoſe fruit wither- 
eib; as having known the ways of 
God and rejected them: without 
Fruit; as being entirely loſt to all 
ſenſe of virtue and e tvice 
dead; as having been once * 

rom 
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from a ſtate of impiety and wicked- 


neſs, and now deluged in it again: 


pluch'd up by the roots; and ſo be- 
ing quite dead and ſapleſs, it is 
impoſſible to recover them: 

13. Raging waves of the Sea; ſo 
rufled and diſcompoſed by their ir- 
regular defires, that they are never 
eaſy but whilſt they are running from 
one exceſs and madneſs to another ; 
foaming out their own ſhame, as 
publickly boaſting and glorying in 
their vices : wandring ſtars, as pre- 
tending to be inſtructors of others, 
yet themſelves departing from the 
truth, deceive all who truſt in them : 
To whom is reſerved the blackneſs 
of darkneſs for ever; And therefore 
they ſhall undergo the moſt ſ{:vere 
puniſhment in the other ſtate, and 
ſhall have alloted them for their 
portion, the hotteſt place in an in- 
flam'd world; from whence they 
ſhall never eſcape. | 

14. And tho the character I have 
given of theſe impious perſons is ſo 


black, that a kind and a good man, 


without the utmoſt evidence, could 
never be brought to think ſo hardly 
of his fellow creatures; yet this is 
no more, than what was predicted 


by the pious and holy Enoch, who 


lived fo long ago, as to be but the 
ſeventh in a lineal deſcent from the 
firſt man Adam: who directs him - 
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13 Raging waves 
of the ſea, foaming 
out their own ſhame; 
wandring ſtars, to 


whom is reſerved the 


blackneſs of darkneſs 


for ever. 


14 And Enoch al- 
ſo, the ſeventh from 
Adam, propheſied of 


theſe, ſaying, Behold, 


the Lord cometh with 


ten thouſands of his 
ſaints, | 


ſelf to theſe very perſons, when he 


ſays, Behold ty impious and pro- 
A 


hane men, the time is approach- 


ng, when the Lord will appear 
from heaven, attended by all his 


Holy Angels, and Saints, who fear 
him; 
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ment upon all, and 
to convince all that 
are ungodly among 
them, of all their un- 
godly deeds which 
they have ungodly 
committed, and of ail 
their hard ſpecches, 
which ungodly ſin- 
ners have ſpoken a- 
gainſt him. 


murers, complainers, 
_ walking after their 
own Juſts; and their 
mouth ſpeaketh great 
ſwelling words, hav- 
ing mens perſons in 
admiration becauſe 
of advantage. 


17 But, beloved, re- 
member yethe words 
which were ſpoken 
before of the agoſtles 
of our Lord Jeſus 


Chrift : 


i ſhment 


tenced but what they deſerve. 
16 Theſe are mur- 
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15 To execute judg- 


15; To judge and determine the 
future tate of the whole human 
race: who will proceed, in fo clear 
and equitable a manner, that all 
the wicked and ungodly ſhall ſtand 
convinced of the impiety of their 
actions, and ſhall own that all 
their atheiſtical ſuggeſtions, and bold 
charges, which they brought a- 
gainſt the righteous Lord of the 
world, and his government, were 
unjuſt and deteſtable; and the pun- 
to which they are ſen+ 


16. But to proceed with their 
character; if you look into their com- 
mon bebaviour, you will find them 
ever repining and diſcontented; al- 
ways objecting againſt, and finding 
fault with the methods of provi- 
dence : uneaſy at and complaining 
of their own ſtate and condition 
in life; enſlaved by their luſts and 


appetites; and at the ſame time 
attemptin 


to enſlave others, by 
their falſe pretences, and proud 
boaſting of — light and know- 
ledge, as giving them a right to 
commit all manner of impiety : who 
will flatter and applaud you in tbe 
commiſſion of the vileſt actions, that 
they may make a prey of you: 
all which exactly anſwers to Enoch's 
deſeription of them. a 

17. But, my beloved in Chriſt 
Jeſus, be you always arm'd againſt 
theſe ſeducers, nor ſuffer yourſelves 
to be enſnared by them ; from whom 
you will be effectually preſerved, if 
you carefully attend to what has all 
along been told you by the apoſtles 


of our Lord and Saviour ; 


18. For 


wry 1 . „ * * 
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18. For they inform'd you from 18 How that they 
the very firſt, that there would ariſe told you there ſhould 
from among yourſelves, bold and Þemockers in the laſt 
ungodly men, deſpiſers of the grace time, who ſhould 
of God; ſcoffers at a holy and reli- walk after their own 
gious life ; men entirely devoted ungodly luſts. 
to their paſſions and appetites : - 
19. Which very perſons theſe are, 19 Theſe be they 


who boaſting of great and ſuperna- who ſeparate them- 


tural knowledge, withdraw them- ſelves, ſenſual, hay- 

ſelves from you, as being more ſpi- ing not the Spirit, 

ritual, and every 3 to 

you ; yet at the ſame time plunge 

themſelves into all manner of luſt 

and ſenſuality ; and are ſo far from 

deſerving the character of ſpiritual 

men, that the Holy Spirit of God 

has left them, and given them up to 

their own.corrupt imaginations ; who 

have render'd themſelves entirely un- 

worthy of his kind influences by their 

impurities. | Bk | 
20. But you, my beloved, ſtrength- 20 But ye, belov- 

en yourſelves in your moſt holy ed, building up your- 

religion, by a careful and diligent ſelves on your moſt 

examination of its pure doftrines, hol faith, praying 

and a univerſal obedience to its in the holy Ghoſt, 


| holy precepts; and offering up your 


fervent prayers to God with humble 
and fincere minds for his protection, 
and every other needful bleſſing, ac- 
cording to the motions and influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirit, whereby he 


dwelleth in you, and by which he 


will preſerve you from the ſnares of 
theſe ſeducers : . 1 5 

21. Take great care to keep 21 Keep yourſelves 
yourſelves unblameable, that ſo you in the love of God, 
may continue the proper objects of looking for the mer- 
the divine love and favour: to ef our Lord Jeſus 
which end have your minds always Chriſt unto eternal 


fix'd on that amazing capdeſcenfian iſe. _ 
5 ws 


150 APARAPHRASE on 


22 And of ſome 
have compaiſion, 
making a difference: 


23 And others ſave 
with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; 
hating even the gar- 
ment ſpotted by the 
fleſh, 


been thrown upon it, 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who laid 
down his life for us, that being re- 
deemed from all iniquity, we might 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord, and 
preſerved to eternal life. 

22. And whereas God of his in- 
finite goodneſs hath ſaved you from 
this dreadful corruption; let the 
ſenſe of it poſſeſs your minds with 
the greateſt tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion to your unhappy brethren, who 
have been beguiled by theſe wicked 
ſeducers: To whom behave your- 


| ſelves with prudence, and circum- 


ſpection; making a difference be- 
tween thoſe, who have been be- 
tray'd thro' weakneſs, and fimplicity, 
and thoſe, who glorying in their 
impurities endeavour to ſeduce o- 
thers: to the firſt ſhew the utmoſt 
ity, and tenderneſs; and by the 
ſolteſt treatment recover them to 
the ways of truth and purity : 

23. But for the others, rebuke 
them with ſeverity, and lay before 
them the dreadful condition, to which 
they have reduced themſelves, and 
from which there is no way of ef- - 
caping, but by giving up all their 
falſe pretences, and renouncing all 
thoſe impurities wherewith they 
have defil'd themſelves, and into 
which they have betray'd others ; 
whoſe caſe I can't better illuſtrate 
than by comparing them to a man 
{urrounded with fire, who is glad to 
eſcape with his life, tho he loſes all 
beſides. By this procedure you 
will ſhew your righteous hatred of 
all impurity, and vindicate your moſt 
holy religion from all the reflections, 
which thro? their irregularities have 


24. Now 


„ d 


St. LU-D E. 
24. Now to the one ſupreme God 
who is able to preſerve us from all 
thoſe temptations by which we are 
endanger'd in this ſtate of probation, 
and to make us perfect in every 
good diſpoſition and habit; that ſo 
we may be approv'd by him when 
we come to ſtand before that glory 
which ſhall be reveal'd in the day 
of our Lord, and may then have 
our minds filled with inconceivable 


joy: 


hath redeem'd us to himſelf by the 
blood of his only begotten Son, be 
the higheſt -aſcriptions of glory, ariſ- 
ing from the wonderful combination 
of all his perfections; of ajeſty, as 
exceeding all thought, and to be 
approach'd with the utmoſt reve- 
rence, reſignation and purity ; of 
dominion and power, as being pecu- 
liar to that one omnipotent being, 
whom it is in vain to oppoſe or 


refit; and to whom univerſal ſub- 
miſſion and obedience are due, both 


now and through eternal ages. A- 


men. 


Vr 


25. To this only wiſe God who 


151 
24 Now unto him 


that is able to keep 
you from falling, and 


to preſent you fault- 


leſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, 


25 To the only 
wiſe God our Savi- 
our, be glory and 
majeſty, dominion 
and power, both now 
and eyer, Amen. 
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| Page 8. line 6. of the paraphraſe, for but mad without. 
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Fart in Cheapſide, near Mercers-Chapel. 


A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtle of St. Paul 
* * the Coloſſiaus. With an Appendix upon Ephbeſ. 
iv. 8. Fo 3 

A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtle of St. Paul to 


the Philippians, To which are added, two Diſſerta- 


tions. One on Gal. iv. 21. v. 1. The other on Matth, 
1 13, 14, 15. 8 5 | TTV 
A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews. 3 0 22 OM CS Tn 
Diſſertations on ſix Texts of Scripture, vis. Rom. xv. 
7—9. 2 Cor. iv. 13, John xiil. 18, 19. Matth. v. 14 
—16. Mark vi. 39, 40. 1 Cor. viii. 3. 5 
Fifteen Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions, to which is add- 
ed, a Scripture Catechiſm, or the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion laid down in the Words of the Bible. 
An Eſſay in favour of the antient Practice of giving 
the Euchariſt to Children. 
All theſe by the late Rev. Mr. 7. Peirce of Exon. + 
A Paraphraſe, and Notes'on the three laſt Chapters. 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews © being a Supplement to 
the Learned Mr. Peirce's Paraphraſe and Notes on this 
Epiſtle. With an Eſſay to diſcovet the Author of the 
Epiſtle, and the Language. in which it was originally 
written. | e 


. 


Sermons on the following Subjects, viz. Of the univer- 


ſal ſenſe of good and evil. The characters of the righ - 


teous and good Man compar'd; or benevolence the no- 
bleſt branch of ſocial virtue. The perfection of the 
Chriſtian Scheme of Benevolence; in anſwer to the Ob- 


dus 
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